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RICHARD NIXON HAS revealed his
secret plan for endmg the energy crisis:
“We are heading towards the most acute
shortages of energy since World War I1.
The fuel crisis neéd not mean genuine
suffering for any American. But it will
require some sacrifice by all Americans.”

Only the major oil corporations will
not have to sacrifice, since Nixon’s
message gives them exactly what they
want.

The “energy crisis” is the' direct result
of a policy by the major oil companies to
restrict the supplies of crude oil, gasoline,
and feul oil. By not building the neces-
sary refineries in the late 1960, these
companies made the current shortages
of gasoline and fuel-oil inevitable. By
causing an “energy crisis,” they could
justify a rise in wholesale prices, drive
independent réfineries and marketers
out of business, and combat environ-
mental restrictions. The major oil
companies have made record-breaking
profits throughout the crisis (see chart on
Page 12..):

The-“energy crisis” has been worsened
by the Arab oil embargo, but it would
have occurred apart from developments
in the Middle East. The seriousness of
the current crisis is an outcome of the ~
governmient’s policy of support for
Israel. Nixon’s proposals for easing the
crisis represent an all-out attack on envi-
ronmental regulations.

THE HAZARDS OF NUCLEAR POWER

Nixon has ordered a speed-up in the
licensing and construction of nuclear
power plants.Reducing the building time
from ten to six years could effectively
abolish public hearings on the location of
the plants. This proposal ignores the
many unanswered questions about the
dangers of nuclear power.

-

Ama‘or probl‘”m With nuciédr power =
is the dispusal-of radioactive dtomic.
waste. At the end of the nuclear process,
certain radioactive fission products are
left. These wastes may take as long as
100,000 years to be neutralized. In the
meantime, they have to be safely stored
in the ground or in the ocean. If dn acci-
dent occurred, either in the transportation
of these materials or at the deposit point,
huge amounts of radiation would be
released into the atmosphere.

The nuclear reactors themselves pre-
sent another problem. A Iarge reactor
running for one year contains as much
radioactivity as is produced by about

. 1,000 twenty-kiloton atomic bombs.

The explosion of one: of these plants
could destroy a major city. The more -
nuclear plants that are built the higher
the probability that one of these disas-
trous accidents _could OCCUur.

An increase in the building of
nuclear plants would be a bonanza for
the major oil companies, for they domi-

nate fany aspects of the nuclear industry.

Petroleum companies now own up to
80 percent of uranium reserves. The key
stages of uranium refining and process-
ing are controlled by two oil companies,
Atlantic-Richfield and Kerr-McGee.

MORE STRIP-MINING

— Nixon also ordered that industries and
utilities be prohibited from switching
from coal to oil. This proposal in effect
calls for more strip-mining with less envi-
ronmental restrictions.

Land that has been strip-mined can
never be fully reclaimed and can never
be farmed again. The surrounding rivers
and streams become polluted. This means
people living in the area are driven out
by landslides, flooding, and the loss of
drinking water. Despite this environmen-
tal destruction, strip-mining has greatly
increased in recent years. It now dccounts
for about 50 percent of all coal mined.

Since strip-mining requires less manpower,

the coal companies make more profits.

— -

Continued on Page 12
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Impeachi

ent

Actions Spread

A nationwide movement to Impeach Nixon is quickly
developing. During November, a massive popular campaign for
impeachment was begun throu%h local demonstrations, petition-

ing, and community meetings

elow are some impeachment

activities that NAM chapters have sponsored in coalition with

other local and national organizations.

THE PITTSBURGH CHAPTER of

" New American Movement formed the

Committée on.Un-Electing the President
(C.0.UP.) in August and began collecting
signatures on an impeachment petition.

It became muchr easier to gather signatures
after the firing of Cox. They’ve had good
media coverage sirice then, including

five radio appearances. They ve also been
selling bumper stickers{over 1,000);
T-shirts, and buttons.

The. chapter has received at least 50
-Jetters from people in small communities
-ag well as at large public events--concerts,

football games, ethnic fairs, etc. Impeach-
ment tables have been set up regularly at
lunch time in a downtown square. They’ve
_ also started to speak to people at.commu-

14 Nty Togetingy gbiut impeaciment, -

Two Congressmen have refused to
come out publicly for inpeachment
despite a petition with 10,000 signatures
that was presented to them by the
chapter. Pittsburgh NAM is participating
in an impeachment coalition at a very
low level. A public meeting with Congress-
men and other organizations may be held
around December 1.

MIDDLESEX NAM (Somerville-
Cambridge, Mass.) began their impeach-
ment campaign a week before the firing
of-Cox. It was their first public activity
and helped move the chapter beyond
interal discussion and research.

The chapter’s impeachment literature
presents a clear socialist perspective or

Nixon, elections, and the issue of impeach-

ment. At one shopping center in-a work-
ing class neighborhood, over 500 people
signed the petition in just threehours.
Since the firing of Cox, chapter members
have worked in an ad hoc coalition for
impeachment that organized a demonstra-
tion of 500 people in less than 24 hours.
In 1até October, both Middlesex and
Harvard-Radcliffe NAM helped plan a
second demonstration that drew about
1,500 people. Marches to and from the

Continued on fage 12

ON THE INSIDE

Tuailand
- Lip Strike

L Teamsters

Indochina Confereiice

the Qﬁﬁf@

by Ted Lieverman
Somerville NAM

AS NIXON’S TENURE in office
becomes tenuous, Congress and the cor-
porate elite are busy insuring that no
substantial decrease'of Presidential
power occurs. Thus the public is being
set up for future Executive excesses at
a time when the potential for serious
reform is present.

Nixon himself is fast becoming ob-
solete, both as an issue-and as President.
Most indications point to him leaving
office within six months. Even the-issue
of the White House tapes, which Nixon
has so far used as an effective smoke-
screen to hide other actions, has worked
against him. While public opinion
focuses on the tapes, and thus on the
president’s role in the coverup of the
Wateirgate break-in, Nixon’s proven-
comphcxty in far more serious crimes- -
the 1970 Domestic intelligence Plan,
the secret bombing of Cambodia, the
crimes of the plumbers, the acceptance
of the ITT campaign bribe——is ignored.

Nixon used the issue of the tapes to
fire special prosecutor Cox, but his
real fear—as Cox and former Attorney

“General Richardson now tacitly con--

firm--was the investigation of these
other events.
Moveover, one cannot avoid the con-

.clusion that the tapes Judge Sirica
: finally gets will have been doctored.

This assumption is reinforced by the
surprise discovery that two crucial

"tapes and a dictabelt of conversations

with John Dean and John Mitchell do
not exist. The tapes remaining “opera-
tive” may riot prove Nixon’s innocence,
but he will make damn sure they don’t
document his guilt.
Howeyver, in agreeing to comply with
the court ruling to hand over the tapes
-and other documents, he has set himself
up for the next.request for other tapes,
other documents—if not from new -
special prosecutor Jaworsky, then from \

Continued ~~ ~
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Students Lead Revolt

s

Thai Military Government Falls

by the Asia News Service

AS THE DUST settles after the forced
resignation of the Thai govermment in ~
mid-Oetober, a major question facing the
Thai people is the future of U..S. involve-
ment in their country. The stakes are
high for both the U. S. and for the Thars
and the afswer to this question will have
important repercussions for the rest of
Southeast Asia.

For the U. S., Thailard is the key to
contiriued U. S. power on the Southeast -
Asian mainland. Thailand became a key
base for the U. S. shottly after the found-
ing of the People s .Republic of China in
1949 and the outbreak of the Korean War
the following.year. It has served as-a
forward base for the encirclement of

China 4nd, in the early 1960’s, it became
a key staging ground for U. S. operations
in Indochina.

This U. S. vision for Thailand was
dramatized-last year at the height of the

. figlting in Vietnam when the U. S.€sca-
lated the air war, using Thailand as jts
main military base,

Althrough ‘Congress forced President
‘Nixon to accept a bombing cut-off
August 15, tlie Administration has indi-

“cated that it plans to retain its bases in
.Thailand for five or ten years, mainly as -
a threat of ré-intervention in Indochina.

. Washington may not get its way,
however. The U. $. military presence has
become increasingly unpopular in
Thailand. The dormestic effects of -

Offic‘,_g'..‘.

Continued from.Page 1
a court-appointed prosecutor of the
House Judiciary Comniittee ‘assembling
a.bill of impeachment. Everything

can’t be doctored; sooher or later
Nixon will-be cgught either destroymg
evidence or be found in defiance of the
courts.

Nixon’s scorned supporters don’t
want to wait that long. Among those
calling for ltisimpeachment or imme-
diate resignation are Time magazine,
the New York Times, columnists Joe
Alsop and James J. Kilpatrick, Méany
and the AFL-CIO, the Ripon Society,
and prominent Republicans like Walter
Hickel (if the President “cannot or
will not” come clean) and Senator
Edward Brooke.

More irfiportant, tfiere are signs, such
as the Washington Post survey of Nov.
1, that business leaders dre giving up
on Nixon as a viable ledder of the
country. Corporaté executiveswho
recenfly attended a dinner for William
Rogers-described themselves as “very
blue and emotional® with “very great’
genuine concern.about Mr. Nixon’s
ability to govern.” The first two weeks
of November saw the Dow-Jones index
drop 1‘20'ppint.s,, “If it.drops two hun-
dred points,” predicts & former White
House aide under Kennedy, “hé’s out.”

These are a far:ery from the Wash-
ington Post, ACLU #hd Democratic
National Dommittee, who also demand,
Nixon’s removal from office. Most of
the former were staunch supports of
Nixon who stood resolutely with him
when he bombed North Vietnam, per-
secuted student radicals, and rolled
back civil rights and liberties. They tend.
to be toferunt of many of Nixon’s
political excesses; their primary con-
cern is his capacity to govern. Their
public anneuncemeits of no-confidence
should be seen agf'the tip of an iceberg
of opposition to Nixon among ¢

The latest polls show 44% of the
public want Nixon impeached, while
48% answering a separate guestion
agreed he should resign--a plurality in
both cases. The November|12 Harris
poll shows only 32% of the people

The New American Movement {NAM) exists to help organize a- -moverhent for demo-
cratic socialism in the United States. Our aim is to establish.working-class controi of the
enormous productive capacity of American industry,.to Lieate a society that will provide
material comfortaand security for all people, and in which the full and free development.
ill be the basic goak Such a society will strive for decentralization of
decision making,.anend to bureaucratic rule, and participation of all people in shaping
irection of society. We believe the elimination of sexist and racist
institutions and the dismantling of American economic and social control abroad are ¢en-

of every individual
their own lives-and the d

tral to the struggle for socia ism.

" out tie Watergate crisis, almost no

approve of Nixon’s present coriduct.in
office, a twenty year low, exceeded
only by Nixon’s own 29% of the month
before. As if things weren’t bad €nough.
Nixon’s military alert during the Arab-
Israeli Wat so provoked the Soviet
Union that even'Breshnev denounced
him. Thus Nixon lost his’most loyal
suppotter apart from Julie and the now-
deceased Checkers.

Confidence in Nixon has been further
eroded.by the widespread suspicion that
*his mind is disintegrating. In Russell
Baker’s metaphor, the President has
become a werewolf who ““hairs over”
in the full moon and breaks out of
his Constitutional cage to stalk and: ’
ravage the countryside.

Elliot Richardson testified before
the Senate Judiciary Committee that;
yes, he had been concerned last sum-
mer that the President was suffering
‘from severe mental strair. When Kissin-
ger announced the recent military
alert -hé was asked if he lhought it was

“totally rational action™ 3 TEPOIEEIS = e
lmve béen rodtinely askmg questions
about Nixen’s mental health at press
conferences.for over a month. When
‘the President’s mental health becomes a
sefious topic of debate in the nation,
then whatever the reality, it's a safe
bet his end is near.

THAT CORPORATE TYCOONS
would-dump the man to whoim they
so recently pledged their fealty may
seem strange, but we must understand
that. their loyalty is'more to the office
of President than it is to any temporary -
occupant. It is significant that through-

one,liberal.or conservative has sug-
gested that the powers of the Presi- *
dent and his Executive apparatus be
dismantled and returhed to pre--1930’s
levels.

To the contrary, while Watergate
dominated the public mood, Congress
repeatedly capitulated to Presidential
dictates. Confronted with the energy
crisis (whatever its origin), Congress
could only respond by legislating ex-
ceedingly broad and ill-defined.powers
for the President to exercise at will—a
omestic ‘Gulf of Tonkin resolution.

its own legislative remedy; it
took, as usual, Presidential initiative to
spark any action.

Meanwhile, Congress was unable to

40,000 U. S. troops at six airbases l:ave

_ become d natjonal outrage, even for the

most conservative Thais who have seen
their people turned into prostitutes a and
servants for the American GI's. And the,
government’s compliance with U. S.
attacks on Indochina from Thai territory
is now criticized even by members of the
Thai elite. Former Foreign Minister,
Thanat Khoman, for example, is mow
calling for a total withdrawal of U..S.
troops and renewed relations with China
and North Vietnam.

Earlier this year, the student move-
ment began calling for withdrawal of
U. S. .troops and for an end to the U. S.-
backed military dictatorship. These

sentiments were behind the student-led
explosxon which Qverthrew the military
rulers. (See box.) =

But the question of U. S. presenee is
still not settled and it may lead to even
bloodier struggles in the future. The new
Thai government.so far has indicated
that it will not change the country’s
policy toward the United States. But the
students, who catapulted the new govern-
ment into power in Bangkok said, in a
statement to the New York Times, that
they “intend to campaign to eliminate
American bases from Thailand and to
make the country economically and mili-
tarily independent of the U. S.” (10/21)

overridé seven Presidential vetoes of
Continued on Page 11
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THAI STUDENTS BRING DOWN MILITARY GOVERNMENT

Force Drafting of New Constitution >

196ﬂ’s and éarly 1970’s - Thdistudents quiet.
e

Dec 1972 - Formanon‘bmat;onal Student €Ceriter ifi Bangloks®

June 1973 - Expulsion of 9 university students for “satirical writings™ about Thai
government. Reinstatement of students after 20,000 students
demonstrate.

July 1973 ~  Students demand resignation of Thanom gevernment and the draft-

ing of a new constitution within six months

October I, 1973 — Arrest on charges of treason of 13 prominent students, intellec-
tuals, and politicians (“Constitution 13”) for leafleting and calling
- for a_new constitution by April 1974.

.

October 9, 1973 -- Students threaten violence if “Constitution 13” are not released;
they begin to mobilize their forces.

October 10, 1973 -- Bangkok newspaper calls on government to draft new
y constitution.

October 12, 1973 - Despite Deputy Prime Minister Praphat’s threat of rilitary
retaliation, nationwide boycott closes 70% of all schools; 250,000
students demonstraté in Bangkok; more than a million jobless and
dissatisfied workers join the protest and attempt occupation of
government offices. -

‘October-13-15, 1973 - “Constitution 13” are freed; police ope fire on students
who have seized or burned several police stations and government
buildings; 200 demonstrators are killed, many more wounded,
according to Agence France Presse. .

October 15, 1973 - Thanom government resigns; King issues call for peace and
appoints former umversnty rector, Sanya Thammasak, prime
minister; Sanya promises new constitution within six months.
Student fighting continues until, at ng s request, Praphat resigns
and-flees the country with Thanom

Student leaders proclaim victory; leadeis pledge cooperation with
new government. \

October 18, 1973 - Despite students’ strong oppositipn to U. S. military and
economic presence, new prime minister reportedly assures U. S.
government of continued relations.

' For more information on NAM, please write:

NATIONAL OFFICE:

New Ammem Movement
2421 E. Franklin Avenue So.
Minnespolis, MN 55408
612-333-0970

NEWSPAPER:
"New American Movement Newspaper

388 Sanghez Street ,
San Fran,ciseo,( CA 94114
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by John Stewart -
Paris, France

ON SEPTEMBER 29, 1973, in a
muddy field three miles outside the
provincial French town of Besancon,
100,000 demonstrators gathered in the
pouring rain before marching to a mass
rally in the center of town. The demon-
stration was remarkable not only for its
size, byt even more for the fact that the
entire French left was officially repre-
sented in an unprecendented display of
unity. What were the events that had
provoked this extraordinary demonstra-
tiont? ‘

The march had been called by the
workers of the. Lip factory at Besancon,
now in the sixth-mon'th of their struggle
against the dismantling of the Lip enter-
prise and proposed large-scale lay-offs.
The roots of the struggle go back to
196.7-when the-Swiss firm, Ebauches SA,
a subsidiary of the ASSUAG group of
watch mmakers, bought a major interest
in the French firth of- Lip. The-strategic
aim of Ebauches SA was to use the ~
prestige-and marketing resources of. Lip
to provide outlets in France and the
Common Market for ASSUAG products.

The Lip factory consisted of three
sections: machine tools, armaments, and

‘ abroad.

cover all aspects of the struggle--produc-

. tion, sales, restaurant, and maintenance

of the plant, as well as cultural activities
and publicity. The latter included receiv-
ing numerous visitors at the factory,
answering letters, publishing a weekly
newsletter, and sending delegations and
representativés to all parts of France and
It was during this phase that the Lip
affair first attracted national and inter-
national attention and support. It 'was
then, too, that the French government
first intervened. The government pro-

posed a plan based on “industrial realities,”

calling for regrouping the enterprise into
three separate firms and réquiring 400
to 600 lay-offs. A French industrialist
was charged by the-government to
negotiate. this reorganization with the
workers.

The success of the workers in running
the factory was extremely dangerous for
the French.government.and the corpor-
-ate interests it represents. So, in a pre-
dawn quasi-military operation on August -
14;-over 1,000 police stepped into the |
picture and took possession of the -
factory. The 50 workers guarding the
factory did not offer violent resistance.
This action was timed to fall in the middle
of the summer holidays when, it was
supposed, the French public would ignore

fighting for all. workers,” “Lip for-all, all
for Lip,” are on all the walls of France.
This explains the tough nature of the
negotiations, with both sides’repeatedly
threatening to walk out, and the total
firmness of the workers in insisting bn
their full demands (No dismantling, no
lay-offs) in spite of the fact that their
first demand has been largely met and ~
the number of lay-offs reduced from
600 to 160. This symbolic importance
of Lip was underlined by the great
Séptember 29 March on Besancon.

Fl

WHAT ARE THE lessons to be
learned from Lip? Perhaps the most
important andstriking feature of this
affair is the overwhelming degree of
public interest, sympathy, and support
that the Lip workers have aroused. This
is nowhere better illustrated than in the
question of “legality” and “illegality.”
The action of the Lip workers in-con-
fiscating and selling the stock of watches
(which they themselves had produced)
undeniably constitutes theft of property;
and all those thousands of people who
have bought the watches are guilty of
receiving stolen goods. The local prose-
cutor has dutifully filed a suit against

41“weproduce, we sell, we pay our:

Y

selves”

An essential element in the success of
the Lip workers has been their conscious
recognition that-this was not just a local
skirmish but a struggle that would be
played out in the arena of public opinion.
This recognition has been expressed from
the beginning by a-determination to seek
the widest possible unity and support.
The Action Committee has always been
open to union and non-union members
alike; its first action was specifically
aiméd at obtaining full support within
the factory, and later much energy was
spent-publicizing and explaining the
struggle locally, in the region, and to
the-whole nation.

Another important characteristic ..
has been the very full participation of
women, who have taken an active and
often leading role in the Action Commit-
tee-and later in the Commissions running
the factory.

The Lip workers’ insistence on wide
support and unity has also been expressed

by a number of ideological “compromises,”

such as the maintenance of hierarchical
salary ‘structures when the workets paid
themselves, mairitenance of the arma-
ments section of the factory,, refusal of
violent resistance, to police eviction, and
the acceptance of negotiations.aimed at
returning the factory: to capitalist con-
trol and management rather than demand-

ing complete workers’ control as a long-

“politics.” Nevertheless, the police coup
term solution. Indeed, explicit ideology

provoked strong reactions. Not only was offenses. Significantly, many people
there an angry demonstration-of 15,000 T o ! P has played little role in the affair: tha ¥t iw
from all ovf:};:rance the f°"-°wéf£ : have publicly bought watches so that workers themselves seem sometimes . .

day empifeth Q OnSE LMD w72y iRy g B re B A T
e -%‘QW N ““~*almost oblivious to"the "H}"stqnc _nature
W, 7 arknown®this-camronly-be-wiliful - . of. their action, and certainly ‘the internal
ignorance o the part of the prosecu-

. feuds of the old left, from CP to ultra-
tor. This de facto refusal of the authori- - } :
ties to prosecute the case reflects a left, have seemied totally irrelevant.

‘ pr ) & ) This, then, has been a “struggle for
recognition that in the present climate the hearts and minds of the people.” The
of opinion it would be impossible to achievement of the Lip workers has been,
ﬁrotse.c'lite is;qccessfllxlly; thg ”ﬁ‘age ofa by their audacity and imaginatien, to
‘historic “show trial” in which anyone irit z inciples of
convicted would immediately become a translate the spirit and princip

. . ,. guerrilla war into a form of action appli-
national hero(ine) and martyr is the cable to industrialized Western nations,
Jast thing the government wants. In a

; - . As a Lip worker said in response to a
‘f:atlmoxfs phrase, the workers. of Lip have question at a mieeting, the best support
' aansccndded the bourgeois legality of that can be given to Lip is not to con-

oday and announced the legality of centrate attention on this affair, but to
tomorrow.” They have won acceptance E

o take inspiration from the qualities of
of the proposition that a worker’s right NP : ;
to security of employment takes - originality and audacity and adapt them

; . : to the particular conditions of new
precedence over rights of international : by :
R gl nt action of the
monopoly .capitalism to material struggles in the perman chion

_ property. working class. g

watch-making. The strategy of Ebauches
SA required that the- machiné tool and
‘armaments sections be dismantled and
. ‘::\-the' wz;tch mﬁl(mg section be ;:on\/c%;%g v i BESaicom T < . :
""" mercial outlet for watches manufactured  Paris of 12,000 supporters. Two days
by the ASSUAG group. This strategy was later,ata mass meeting in Besancon,, the
behind the deliberate installation at Lip ~ Workers received the full support of the
in 1967 of an inefficient administration ~ French trade unions. The ne>;t day th‘}
which, it was hoped, would demonstrate ~ Workers of Lip set up a new factory o
the unviability of the enterprise and their own in the Jean Zay gymnasium
necessitate its dismantling. donated to them by the sociglist mmayor
The workers of Lip responded to the of Besancon, and the s@ru_ggle entered its-
threat of lay-offs-by organizing and current phase of negotlxlaggg; e
setting up an Action Committee. Open . .These have been called negotiations
to union and non-union members alike, ala Vietnamienne” since they have not

: : been preceded by any “truce” buf are
glu’fh(éoflar\?:?::r::’gagslg o play a key role taking place with both sidés in battle

. . itions on the field. In further analogy
1In early May of this year, a General positior -
Assembly of the workers decided on a with Vxetnzlm, this hfs _becom?.a long,
work slow-down and began an educa- drawn-out “guerrilla” struggle; it is.now
tional campaign in the factory. Later in its sixth month and is far from over.

i ] Moreover, the struggle has assumed a
this campaign was extended to the pop- e . .
ulation of Besancon in a demonstration ~ Symbolic importance above the immedi

“person or persons unknown” for these

" by a General Assembly and the occupa-

with 5,000 participants. The Lip admin-

. ate issues at stake--the slogans “Lip is

istrators responded with a threat to
stop paying wages. |
Up to this point the situation did not
seem to be very different from innumer-
able other industrial conflicts; but now
the struggle exploded. In mid-June,
following a meeting between the provis-
ional administrators of Lip and represen- -
tatives of the workers, the trade unions,
and the left, the administrators were
locked in their offices. During this action
the workers discovered copies of the
plans for the liquidation of Lip, includ-
ing lay-offs and dismantling. Riot police
intervened to free the administrators. *
The same-night a small committee of
workers decided to confiscate a stock of .
60,000 watches, worth $2 million. The
following day this decision was ratified

tion of the factory was begun. Two days
of demonstrations involving some -
15,000 participants.ended with police
brutality and violent clashes. On June 18
the workers of Lip made the important
decision to resume production at the
factory under their own control, and to
pay themselves by selling the confiscated
stock of watches. 1
The period that followed is the central
experience of Lip: a living demonstra-
tion that although the capitalist bosses
need the workers to make-profits, the ~
workers don’t need the bosses to run the
factory. Commissions were set up to

4
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rank-and-file fight back

by D. Biggs
Madison, Wi§consin

IN EARLY NOVEMBER, Teamster
Local 695 of Madison was taken over by
the International Union and was put in
Trusteeship. All local union officers,
including Secretary-Treasurer Donald
Eaton, were asked to resign. The union
treasury was removed from local control
and will be managed by the International.

Yet what might have been a quiet coup
by Teamster Union president Frank
Fitzsimmons has turned into a confronta-
tion between local union militants and
the International. Within days of the
trusteeship action, a new rank-and-file
organization, “Teamsters for Democracy,”
was formed to fight the International’s>
action.

In the past five yedrs, since Don Eaton
was elected Secretary-Treasurer, Local
695 has built up a reputation for being

independent of Fitzsimmon’s bureaucracy. -

Local 695-has been organizing steadily.
Rank-and-file workers have been encour-
aged to participate-in the union. Local
union leadership ‘was outspoken against

the Indechina War, and supported
McGovern over Nixon in 1972. The union
has endorsed liberal and progressive can-
didates in Madison elections, and voiced
strong opposition to Nixon’s wage con-
trols and guidelines. All of this could

not help but anger Fitzsimmons, who has
long nurtured a “scratch my back and I'll
scrateh yours” relationship with the Nixon
-administration.

Under the leadership of Eaton and
business agent James Marketti, member-
ship rolls hdve grown by the hundreds.
Local 695 has conducted three strikes
within the past year, the shortest lasting
17 Wweeks. One strike, at General Beverage
Company, was settled with an unheard of
50-percent wage increase.

Back in 1970, the local gave its support
to the University of Wisconsin teaching
assistants in their successful fight for the

_first union of its kind in the country- In
the past year, 695 has also given support
and advice to the Madison Independent
Worker's Union which was begun by ex-
student radicals to organize waitresses,
restaurant, and hotel workers.

. DECEMBER 1973

_ Al Meuller and former business agent

- benefits were allocated in excess of what

NOT ALL THE OFFICERS in the
local were pleased with the union’s
direction. Former Secretary-Treasurer

Elmer Fosdal complained bitterly about
Eaton’s leadership. Happier with labor
peace and more “business-like” uniohism,
Mueller hand-picked a slate of candidates
to run against Eaton in December. In
leaflet after leaflet, they accused the
local of “shuffling funds” because strike

is usually allowed in order to enable the
hardest-hit workers to continue striking.
At union meetings they accused Eaton
and Marketti of illegality, violence, and
association with leftists. The red-baiting
campaign dominated their efforts.

What Mueller and the International
hoped would be a campajgn focusing
around the bureaucratic bungling.of
funds, slowly turned into a political
debate around the issue of independent
and militant unionism. The International
might have preferred to iet things ride
for a time and slowly to weed out the

Continued. on Page 10
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————==maintair x-foot-hold in Indochina. The

’lndochlna Peace Conference

Oppose U.S. Aid to Thieu

by Jay Westbrook
°  Mad.River NAM

Amid reports of'increased fighting
in Vietnam, more than 200 representa-
tives of the major U. S. peace organiza-
“tions have agreed on a united campaign
to implement the Peace Agreement and
end twenty-five years of ‘United States
interventien in Indochina. The focus of
the: campaign will be to free the thou-
“'sands of civilian political prisoners in
South Vietnam and end United States
“aid” to the Saigon regime, which violates
the Peace Agreement. -

Current reports of increased fighting
and the possibility -of a new offensive by
the Provisional Revolutionary Government
(PRG) were viewed very sertausly . It-is”
expected that the Nixon Administration
will use these developments to fight any
attempt by Congress to limit or stop aid
to Thieu and to supporf the reintroduc-
tion of direct U. S. airpower. General.
Jon W. Vogt, Jr., Commander of the Air
Force in the Pacific, has predicted the
need for renéwed U. S."bombing in South
Vietnam ta stem the tide of an offensive.
(Los Angeles Tinies, 11/1/73)

Meeting in Dayton, Ohio, Oct. 26 to
28, Conference participants supported
the January Peace Agreement as the
means for bringing about peace in Viet-
nam. ,

PRESENT SITUATION IN INDOCHINA

The U. S. has supported Thieu to
Paris Agreement was forced on the Admin-"
istration by domestic anti-war séntiment
and cortinued losses in Vietnam. Thieu
was dragged into signing the agreement.
Thieu was violating evety aspect of the
Agreement while the PRG was distribut-

" ing copies throughout the countryside.

Ninety-percent of Saigon’s budget is
paid by U. S. taxpayers. Thieu’s military
forces and police gun down refugees on
sight returning to their homes iri PRG
zones. These forces refuse to grant civil
liberties to all political opponents.and
hold PRG delegates virtually hostage in
military compounds. The massive im-
prisonment and torture of over 200,000
political prisoners--Communists, students,
Neutralists, and refugees--has beceme an
become an )

Since the January:signing of the Peace
Agreement which called for an in-place
cease-fire, many U.S. correspondents
'have reported aggressive military actions
by Thieu’s forces against the PRG zones.
Supported by artillery, the ARVN has
pushed into PRG areas and has carried
out “pacification” operations which -
sweep peasants out of areas to which
they had just returned. The purpose of
this “pacification” is to create.a no-man’s
land between the two-zones, making
future migration out of Thieu’s.zones
more difficult. Seven-ton bombs (“Daisy
Cutters”) and defoliants were used for
this operation.

At the end of October, the PRG made
an official statement in Paris warning
that they would begin to respond in kind
to every military action by the Thieu
government. Early”in November, Thieu.”
stated that he would respond to every
PRG and North Vietnamese military
action with ten times the force.

Thieu has nothing to gain-and much
to fear from political competition with
the PRG. He must continue to build a
vast repressive apparatus with U. S. aid
and attempt to reinvolve American air

power.

The PRG believes the Peace Agreement
works in their favor because it calls for
democratic.political competition. They
are confident of winning against a-govern-

ment which must.be repressive simply to

survive. Ly Van Sau, spokesperson for
the PRG, recently: stated their position:

* For the-Vietnamese people
there is only one way to con-
tinue our struggle: Now with
the new basis of the Paris
Agreement. . .we have the sup-
port of the population. The
Agreement now is-becoming
known well to everybody. The
prisoners in the jails speak about
Article-8C, the third force speak-

5

The PRG demands implementation
of the Pedce Agreement. They call for
1) the formation of the National Council
of National Reconciliation and Concord,
with three.components--PRG, Thieu,
and Neutralists; 2) free elections; 3) re-
lease of the political prisoners; 4) grant-
ing of civil liberties.

“Thieu’s power is threatened by 1mple-
mentation of these previsions. In order
of priority, Thieu calls for 1) discussion
of a date for elections; 2) discussion of
how to conduct-elections; and 3) theh

. . anend to-restrictions on democratic .

~ abopt-Article-l ,-and-the jour- <~ Freedoyhis- The: BRG. demands. 1y.an.end

nalists speak about Article 1 of _
the respect Yot the soveteignty £ £-
of Vietnam. - '

to cease-fire violations and release of the

~;, prisoners; 2) permiission for peasants to

return to their homelands; and 3) respect

for democratic freedoms. Only then
will the conditions exist for the sixth
stage--the formation of the National
Council which will decide, as the Agree-
ment requires, how and when elections
will be held.

Continued U. S. aid to Thieu will
only strengthen his ability to provoke a
-military crisis-perhaps thfough a PRG-
North Vietnamese offegnsive. Such aid

“may eventually result in an attempt by

the AdminiStration te re-introduce
American air power. This direct inter-
ventionm would bolster Thieu for a short
tinfe and serve to divert attention from
an embarrassing domestic situation.

CONFERENCE UNITY

Conference participants were unified
around the major focus of the campaign
to 1) implement the Peace Agreement,

2) release the 200,000 political prisoners,
and 3) end all aid to-Thieu and.Lon Nol.
The “Unity Statement” read:

1) Widespread peace sentiment
awakened by Watergate and the growing
movement for impeachment offer unique
opportunities for action. The increased
military tempo in Vietnam presents an
urgency for our unified campaign to end
U.S. military aggression. N

1) Congress is currently in an unusu-
ally approachable position. Over a decade
of sustained anti-war activity, U. S. losses
in Indochina, revelations of Watergate
and secret bombings, have made Congress
more accessible to pressure for ending
aid to Thieu and Lon Nol.

3) Other impdrtant areas of Indochina
work, though not a primary focus,
include: a) Friendship and Solldarlty

to implement Article 21 of the Agreement

calling for U. S. reconstruction of U. S.-
destroyed areas and b) Movement for
Universal and Unconditional Amnesty .
(Many of the conference participants
work in ammnesty alliances like the
National Council for Universal and
Unconditional-Amnesty,) . ~—

B

S. K. ‘Socialist Coalition

- by Jim Weinstein
San Francisco NAM

IS IT POSSIBLE to build a coalition

" around the need for socialism? Can an

organization that starts with the pur-
pose of makingsocialism vs. capital-
ism a public issue develop programs on
specific issues and work with groups
organized around these?-Can socialists

"of different tendencies work together

to build a non--sectarian politics and an
open, democratic organization? These
are some of the questions that face the
San Francisco Socialist Coalition, which
has just completed its initial projéct of

" running three candidates for the San

Francisco Board of Supervisors.

Not surprisingly, the answer to
these questions is not yet clear. Buta
start has been made and we’ve learned
a lot. We have had a generally favorable
response, especially outside the organ-

“

1zed radical movement. We’ve built an
organization that shows signs of becom-
ing substantial and stable (when it
doesn’t 1ook like its coming-apart at

the seams). And we have developed a
network of contacts and good will,
especially for the coalition.news-

paper, COMMON SENSE.

HOW AND WHY
THE-COALITION FORMED

THE COALITION CAME together
early last winter when Alex Forman, a
former SDS activist and an indepen- -
dent, suggested a joint demonstration
against a proposed Pacific Telephone &
Telegraph rate increasé. Forman sug-
gested that the SF NAM chapter, the '
International Socialists (IS), and SE
Peace and Freedom Party act jointly
because none had either the public
presence or organizational strength to

- Kayreh spef_nlglig at Candidates’ Niﬁht.
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put together a substantial demonstra-
tion by itself.
At the same time, thie SF Socialist «

" Party (then-still the Debs caucus)

started talking about running a tandi-
date for Supervisor, Some of the SP
members had also belonged to the
‘NAM chapter; NAM suggested that
they be included and-that the coalition
continue indefinitely. Others agreed to
try it and we worked together and or-
ganized a demonstration remembered
only for its puniness and lack of politi-
cal direction. .

NAM had jumped at the coalition
idea because the chapter had no pro-
gram of action of its own. This was
probably true of the other groups.

. Because of this, but also because the

groups had worked together harmo-
niously, even if ineffectually, during
the PT&T hearings, NAM pushed to

Continued on Page }1
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books

- The New Look

ARE THE LIBERAL Democrats
dead? A year ago, after MeGovern’s

defeat, it looked that way. But they may

gain new life-from Nixon’s current.
troubles. If the liberals do rise again,
JohnKenneth Galbraith’s new book,
Economics and the Public Purpose, is
likely to be their bible of economic and
political wisdom.

In his Jatest book Galbraith’s critique

of the American economy is broader
than in his earlier writings. His tone is
more discontented and militant that is
usual for a famous liberal professot. But
he is still, as he makes clear, a liberal,
not a radical. Though he sees major co-
porations as the source of social ills, he

believes that Congress can cure these ills:

Galbraith’s reform strategy N
“dccepts the commitment of

the planning system [his term

for the major corporations] to

it own expansion, as also its

need for autonomy of decision.

It undertakes to discipline that
growth, align it with public
purposes-and do this under

public auspices.” (p. 292)

The specific. reforms he proposes, such
as a guaranteed annual income, unioniza-
tion of unorganized workers, a more
progressive tax structure, are admirable
enough in.themselves, But Galbraith’s
strategy of seeking these reforms by
revitalizing the Democratic Party and
Congress can only distract people from
the tasks of buildinga serious movement
for social change.

CORPORATE POWER

Central to Galbraith’s analysis is his
view of corporate power. Once upon a
time businesses were run by their owners,
who wanted to maximize their profits.
But with the rise of the large corporation,
and-the diffusion of stockholdmgs direct
‘control by the owners is declining. More-
over, ownership aside, he 4rgues, the
technical complexity of the business puts
control in the hands of people inside the

~corporation, the only ones with day-to-
day knowledge of its operations. Galbraith
calls these insiders the “technostructure,”
since he believes their power comes from
theit technical knowledge.

The technostructure, he continues, is

. Economic Research ijoup
Middlesex NAM

interested in growth rather than profits
because its prestige and salaries depend
on the long-run growth-of the corpora-
tion rather than on its short-run profits.
Somehow this is supposed to make an
immense difference in how the corpora-
tion is run.

The long-run perspective of the
technostructure, and its-interest in
security, combined with the-power of
the Jarge corporation, lead to-long-range

planning and corporate control of markets.

Accordingly, Galbraith calls large corpor-
ations the “planning system,” as disting- -
uished from the “market system™ where
competition still flourishes--for-example,
agriculture, constrﬁction, services, etc.
Galbraith occasionally recalls.that

somewhere below the technostructure

there are also workers. But the planning-
system is well-unionized, so-its workers
succeed in protecting and even improv-
ing their wages and working corditions.
The-corporations cheerfully accept and
pass the cost on to consumers. Apparently
nothing. more needed to be said on the
subject. .

Three major problems arise in
Galbraith’s analysis of Corporate power.

-

First, he fudges on the question of who
controls corporations. It is unclear whom
he includestin the technostructure. The
choice of the word “téchpostructure,”
and the stress on technical complexity as
the source of power, suggest that he
means middle-level technicians. But when-
ever he talks realistically about corporate
power, the technostructure sounds more -
like upperevel management. The differ-
ence is important. Many, perhaps most,
large corporations are controlled by their
top management figures. However, there
are no known-cases of corporations dom-
_inated by their middle-level technical
staffs. By cenfusing the two groups,
Galbraith makes it sound like manage-
ment power comes from technical exper-
tise, rather than from position at the top
.of the corporate hierarchy.

Galbraith’s second weakness is his
confusion about the goals of corpora--
tions. While managers-do have some day-
to-day independence, they are ultimately
responsible to (and can be fired by) |
owners and financiers. Furthermore, the
interests of top managers and of old
fashioned owners.of businesses are not
very different. Often managers are on
their way to becoming important stock-
holders, through stock options and
bonuses. In any case, the growth which
supposedly appeals to the “technostruc-
ture” and the profits which appeal to
owners are,quite compatible, As
Galbraith notes once imra footnote

Continued on Page 7

books

A Healthy Antldote

Daughter of Earth, by Agnes Smedley.
Feminist Press, 1973.

Novels that try to integrate the
personal and the political often fail.
When they are true to the personal,

«the-poli ysts-geetns-torbe-eithrer
grafted on or a part of the characters’
personalities. When they are true to the
political, the characters and situations
are sterotyped. But Agnes Smedley’s
novel, Daughter of Earth, is a sprawling,
passionate, fairly successful attempt at
making synthesis.

Out of print since the 1930’s, the
book has been rescued from obscurity
by the Feminist Press. It achieved
world-wide popularity in its time.
Smedley later wrote that the income
from the sales of the book in Soviet
Russia could have supported her there
for life. It is not surprising that the
Russians of that period, trying to build
the world’s first socialist state, liked
Daughter of Earth. For a class analysis
is the core of the book. Marie Rogers,
the protagonist whose life is based on
Smedley’s, knows her life has been
tragic chleﬂy ‘because of material want,
becausé€ she is a daughter of earth.

.

To die would have been beautiful.
But I belong to those whao do not
die for the sake of beauty. I belong
to those who die-from-other Causes—
exhausted by poverty, victims of
wealth and power, fightersin a
great cause. . . . For we are of the
earth and our struggle is of earth.

The paradox of the book is that
only by. clawing her way out of the
working class, rejecting all its habits,
mannerisms and the language, and
painfully acquiring an education, was
she able to come in contact with ideas
that explained her early existence and
with a mavement that sought to change
it. She rejected the only roles for a
woman that appearéd open to her. Her-
mother and sister were pioneer - wives,
prematurely aged by hard work and
pregnancies, constantly at the mercy of
their husbands, who might beat them or
leave them. Her aunt Helen, a prostitute,
at least had some independenge from
the men who paid for her services, but
she was a victim-of venereal disease.
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by Judy Macl.ean
Pittsburgh NAM

Marie is able to ayoid these roles, but

at a high price. To continue her educa-
tion, she refuses to care for her brothers
and sister after her mother’s death,
with the result that they grow up
neglected, and abused.

Smedley is skillful at portraying, _
ignofance, " whether it is ‘thaf of the
Rogers family and the whole-com-
munity “beyond the tracks” of the
economic causes-of their.poverty, or
Marie’s own of her body’s functions
when she becomes pregnant. Marie is
also a child with a lively, gut feminism.
Though her mother beats her and her

“father is gay and playful, she somehow
" grasps the connection Between her
mother’s suffering and her father’s
ways. When he threatens to leave,
taking Marie along, she decides to stay
with her mother. ~

Later she observes the marriages .
around her and sees how a neighbor’s
pregnancy makes her dependent on
her husband, so that she cannot prevent
him from beating her.

The words that passed between
them are still carved into my
memory as if a dagger had made
its ruthless way there.

“Give me back the clothes I
bought you!” he bellowed at her
one day.

“Damn it, kid, you know 1 Jove
you!” she begged thraugh her.
tears—for now she could not go
back to work even if she wished.

Two other women in thé next
yard heard the words through the
window and they laughed. She
couldn’t be so uppish any more,
they said. I did not laugh. There
was something in the words so
heart-corroding that I could
not even repeat them at home; ™

. Those two sentences suin
up,in my mind, the true position
of husbarid and wife in the marriage
relationship.

As she grows up, we see her discovery.
of anarchists and socialists.and her
painfully developing understanding
of how she.has become who she is.

No movement seems to completely
‘engage her. She is a socjalist foryears,
but finds most of their functions with-
out “intérest or beauty” and their
romantic concept of the “working class”
annoying, They are not much help in

teaching her, either, not understanding
how little she knows and at what an
elementary level she must begin. Later
she is deeply drawn to the movement
for the independence of India, as mueh
because a Jeader takes an interest in her
and begins to systematically see to her
education, as well as for the cause it-
self. She finds herself respected as a
human being, although she is a woman
of fowly origins, in the Indian inde-
pendence movement. Yeét she is critical *
of the lack of feminism and working-
class orientation in it.

Smedley describes Marie’s life and
loves not just in terms of particular
personalities of her parents, husband, or
lover, but also in terms of the social
forces that lead them to act as they do.
Thus her marriage to gentle, under-
standing Knut flounders when Marie
becomes pregnant, ends her studies,
and becomes economically dependent
upon Knut. They are kept’in ignorance
of birth control methods by law and
social custom of the time. An abortion
is risky- and painful and it is Knut’s -
attempt to keep up appearances on -
the way back from the operation that
makes Marie feel most betrayed. Since
she sees no way to avoid repeating
pregnancy and abortion, she leaves him.

Her need for tenderness again
clashes with social forces in her rela:
tionship with Anand, a youngIndian
revolutionary. Although he accepts her
past with other men, the mores of
India prove stronger. Some of his com-
rades still accept the definition ofAnand
as disgraced by Marie’s past lovers. *
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"Though Marie and Anand try to keep
their relationship intact, it is gradu-
ally poisoned by the atmosphere around
them. They grow to hate each other. -
In both relationships, Marie tries to
define alove outside the roles assigned
by society, but in obth cases, social
forces are too-strong. Society, that is,

‘early 20th century Amegican capitalism,

grinds down the people *“‘of earth”, not
just materially; it blots out all hope of
tenderness, of an escape through per-
sonal life.

The McCarthyism of tlie fifties ex-
plains the obscurity today of this once
famous writer. Smedley went.on to
spend 12 years in China behind the
fines in the war with Japan. She re-
turned to urge the American people to
support Mao and the: Communists
over the corrupt Kuomiritang, but she
never realized this goal. Her novel
might well have seenied dangerous in
the Fifties, when it was removed from
many libraries. It is engaging reading,
angry and alive, if overdramatic at times.

I wonderedas 1 read this bogk, what
effect.it would have had on-me as an
adolescent in the late Fifties and early
Sixties. I think it would have been
shocking and wonderful to have read
it, a healthy antidote to rhuch mystxfx-
cation about pioneer life, marriage,
education and World War 1. Marie Rogers’
struggle is individual and her movement
work never really overcomes this; yet
to know that such a woman existed
and tried to live as she did would have
meant a great deal to me then- as it
does today. g
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B8 Iused to sweat a bourgeois summer, .
I N a human timeclock )
P sweating

&R unskilled

when my oldman 2 in.the bowels of a hot bourgeois
asked me .

one fine day, “do you remmber

glue factory.

> 1; When I went home
when we sat around S I watched o
and watched the Friday Night Fights? ” while drinking beer

it was like droppmg the tv airline comme

. i dynamite 2 “French Summer.”
- . into holes 8 Working second shift | ber six
i i i on line numboer si
bored into my plastic IBM“skull lasting ’ 3R - only “deep in the summer night,
- bits of . 2 sometimes in the shlppmg department
crust and whenworkwasslack )
memories . sweating o
and 4
. 3 a bourgeois summer
life 9 8 the timeclock -
ﬂ splitting each hour
into
: - . individus
back into my ‘brain. - . B i
ack i y “oh,yeah” | said | i J:r{ bourgeois minutes )
thinking about, . . &S ‘Timeandahalf.
illed dreams an R Live from day to day
the dream killers. 20 until you can

-~

but | didn’t tell him
| remmber
when he used to pay

“Yeah, | remmber” put off tomo:

old blackmen in a shoeshine parlor )
a quarter to watch over yer

two-year-old machinist’s car
i parked on an Uptown Street.

I remmber when'

you sat down .
after work with Tex . .
- on a hot summer day, g

ordered mom around
gettin you big sandwiches and good homemade whiskey
and shooting yer mouth off about how good YOU had it

and callin. Tex “nigger” when he had left . :
- (yer homemade whiskey

still stoshing around in his gut)

Louie, Louie, oh, baby say
l gotta g0.
‘Wish 1 could afford
a color tv.

Punch in
punch out )
two hrours overtime
halfday Saturday.

I guess working -
on a turretlathe

ot Finish highschool
60}1our§ in your own home. k
America, land of the bigroads
5. hoursorl Saturdiy - a weekﬁ hours ) & continental Federal -
s for 25 years - - - 2 day;- S . interstate hiways
. could give (S built.for 400 horsepowerphalliis€s === == “uali— ~+"m,
. anyone > ca— - .
some :

funny ideas
about who the enemy really is. . : ,

" 1 remmber l ned dish ’ ] =4
ou washed dishes -
wheny . cooked dinner and biskits - —
(jesus, he could cook biskits) -
and while working o~ ) ,
as a precint captain_
in Pigcity for
Hizhonnerdamayor .

he used to say . -, o .

. “there just ain’t no justice \

fer da workin man.”
It’s just that you forgot
3] y aldman,

there ain’t no justice for wamen

minorities or anybody else )
' Yooy except for the ones what gof money.

-

I remmber o
the class humiliation
’ youfelt
when | proudly announced

to my 6th gr teacher ’
“My parents met in a Douglas Aircraft Factor?l

and my oldman .
was allatime.

: tellin me =
“cut yer hair, yer goin down

the drain . ¢
- with all dem ’ ‘
radicals )
ang ya better study and
make good grades

- and “tive like a whiteraan”
Just to piss him off |
say .
I am a whiteman.

“Yeah well, if ya don’t finish college
yer gonna live like me,
like a-nigger.”

and I had to admit ’
e oldman . ~ '

has been treated .
ike a nigger. .
- WE ALL HAVE.
Yeah, I remniber o
when he'said, “live like a whiteman”
- while tromping

) through reality.
I remmber the face
the man
who was beaten to death
- ) in our Uptown alley.
) “Yeah, I remmber
the Fnday nght Fights.™
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CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

GALBRA!TH

B
B A L

‘—‘Con tinued from Page 5

(p: 116) and then forgets, growth and
long-run profit maximizatiom are not in
conflict-and owners, just as much as
managers; care most about how their
company does in the long-run.

Finally, Galbraith is oblivious to the
| nature of work and its discontents.
Unions, whose extent and power he
exaggerates, are supposed to protect
‘everyone working in the corporate
‘sector. Alienation is unknown. The
growth-oriented techmicians who run the
corporations:have no-interest in forcing
*speed-ups-and hazardous working condi-
.tionson workers,.or in resisting’pay
increases. Galbraith’s familiarity with the
modern workplace must be obvious, at
least to other Harvard professors..

CORPORATIONS AND THE REST

'} OF US

The strongest aspect of Galbraith’s
analysis is his treatment of the corpora-
tion’s external relations, especially its
relations with the consumer. At least
sifice the publication of The Affluent
Society (1958), he has argued that-cor-
porations manipulate consumers
through advertising. Now he recognizes
that some of what seems t6 be wasteful
consumption, for instance travel by
automobile, is not based_on the sooth-
ing-sounds of commercials but on the
absence of alternatives. In noting thé
lack of alternatives facing the individual
in capitalist society, Galbraith has taken
a giant step beyond the notion that.
conmsumerism works because people are
so easily fooled by-advertising. But he
stops far short of a complete”analysis.

" Nothing, for example, is said which
explains why workers in capltahst
society have no alternative but to turn
to greater and greater- consumption if an
effort to fulfill themselves. An explana-
tion might force recognition of the
meaningless and stultifying atmosphere
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an outofbreath

twolaneblacktop. . .barns. .

‘blue light on midnight =~
hiways

. on the line
for “reasons”

I’'ve been chronicly absent

from Amerikan

dreamreality
. ever since.

of the workplace; a seemingly forbidden
issue for Galbraith. S '
There is, however, a startling addition
to Galbraith’s theory of-the consumer:
his recognition of the role, of women. A
high level of consumption requires someé-
one to administer each family’s.consump-
tion, and run the household. This is
accomplished by making women into
what Galbraith calls a “crypto-servant

occupahons outside The-home, constantly
congratulated for service to society in
order to make up for the lack-of income.
or independence. Butjust when it looks
like Galbraith is finally understanding
one major-area.of oppression,.he blows
it: ‘since the housewife’s work consists
of administering the family’s consump-
tion, he feels it’s harder work to be a
rich housewife than a paor-one, since-
there’s more consumption to take care
of. (P. 32--Galbraith does éxclude fami-
lies rich enough to have servants, but
that hardly eliminates the absurdity,

WHAT GALBRAITH LEAVES OUT

There are some important areas in
which Galbraith’s analysis is especially
shallow. Poverty is “explained” by the
general impoverishment of small business

" and its ability to pay decent wages.

Racism is mentiened in passing a few
times, merely as a phenomenon.that ~
pushes non-white into the low-income
small business sector.of the economy.
Imperialism is limited fo the process of
U. S. corporations buying raw materials
from the Third World -at prices controlled.
by the corporations.

Galbraith’s viéw of the government is
bound up with-his failure to grasp these
important problems. If he-had a deeper -

" analysis of poverty, racism, or. imperial-.

ism, he would be much Iess confident in
the possibility of reform through

. -government action.

On one level Galbraith dges recognize
that the government is largely controlled
by the big corporations. He attributes
this to “bureaucratic symbiogsis™ between
the branches of government and the
businesses that deal with them regularly,
most notably between the Defense -~
Department and military contractors.

But once again Galbraith has passed -

‘off a few interesting partial insights as a

~

general theory. The connections between
the government and business amount to
much more than interlocking director-
ates and bureaucracy goné astray. The

class,” dxsgguraged @ghav&i@@ew
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of working people

“What would happen

needs of the corporations provide the .
fundamental definition of the govern-
ment’s role il the economy. Lacking

this perspective, Galbraith is unable to
understand, for example, why the U. S.
fought an all-out war, costing hundreds

of thousands of lives and billions of

" dollars, to maintain control-of Indo-

china. This is a chapter of history which
can be explained better by radical
epres-af xrggenahsg,,ib.m«,mé -~ Ty
Galbraith’s “bureaucratic symbiosis.”
Why does a 5:1ever fellow like:
. Galbraith say all these things? Why is he
so clear on some things, and so fuzzy on
many others? Economics and the Public
Purpose is a very perceptive view of the
U. S. economy as it affects the upper-
middle-income consumer. Galbraith is ~

. -strongest on:the aspects of the economy

experienced by such consumers: the
growth and power, though not the inter-
nal workings, of the large corporation; the
squeezing out of small business; the man-
ipulated, frustrated, pollution-filled hfe
in consumerland; the. oppression of the
suburban housewife; the unresponsive-
ness of government to even its mode:ately
-affluent subjects. In areas.remote from
uppér-middle-income consumei experience
‘Galbraith is much-weaker: he understands
little of power and conflict within the.
corporation, the nature-of work, aliena-
tion, poverty, racism, and imperialism.
The area of Galbraith’s strengths is
related to the social basis of the reform
movement for which he is writing. It is
above-all a movement of upper-middle-
inecome suburban libetals, Galbraith’s
analysis of the economy, and his strategy -
for reform, grow primarily out of life
within-the affluent society.

GALBRAITH ON REFORMS: THE
MILITANT MODERATE

Galbraith’s recipe for reform consists
of reheating the traditional reform pro-
grami, stirring in a dash of feminism to
give it an up-to-date aroma, and dropping
in some rather flavorless lumps of aca-
demit conclusions from his economic
analysis, He favors increased and éxtended

~. minimum wage laws, a guaranteed annual .

‘income (at a lével somewhat below the

“ minimum Wwage), progressive taxation,

unionization of unorganized workers, and
more environmental protection and
urban social services. Moreover,

Galbraith how advocates “socialism,”

by which he means nationalizing a few

DECEMBER 1973 = . -~

And I thought about vihe american people,

tens of millions

- roads, newspapers, noise, {andlords, 3rd shifts, mortgages, corporations,
- taxes, war vetrans, pomography,and police

and god
- I was sad:

all the salesclerks, telephone

operators, drill press operators, teachers, truckers, taxidrivers,

high school students, janitors, bartenders, carpenters, laborers,
unskilled industrial workers, autoworkers, miners, college students,
service workers, gas station attendants, typists, secretaries, mechanics,
jesus christ, I thought about all the goddamn mechanics | know

l thought about the whole Americari Workingclass

‘that’s a whole shitioad

women and men’ -
and [ thought k

if all the people on the bottém

stood up? 7

-

These are a few lines from a much longerpiece: DAWN; A BOOGHPOEM
by Revolutionary Workers’ Arts Collective, cfo Fox River Valley NAM

industries in which private enterprise has
donge a particularly lousy job: medicine,
‘housing, and mass transportation.
Galbraithian socialism also.includes
nationalization of eorporations which do
most-of their business with the govetn-
‘mient, such as military contractors.
To this largely familiar list of reforms,

Galbraith adds four proposals for attack-

sexual disctimination: child care facili- .

ties, more flexible workingSchedules:
and provisions for part-time work, an
end to discrimination in hiring (exclu-
sion of women from the upper levels of
the technostructure seems of particular
concern to Galbralth) and equal
education.

Few reasonable people would object
to. Galbraith’s reforms, as'far as they go.
But-his strategy for achieving.them is
far more controversial. The executive
branch of government and its bureauc-
racies are dominated by big business.
Likewise, he says, the Republican Party
and one wing of the Democratic Party.

~ The way to achieve-reforms is to
revitdlizé the other-wing of the Democra-
tic Party and elect.a more liberal Congress
which: can then control the abuses of
corporate power.

No evidence for the possﬂ)lhty of
change through Congress is presented,

- save for a vague nostalgia for the days of
Franklini D: Roosevelt. Perhaps it is a
religious faith in the moderate route to
change, behind the militant rhetoric.
Or_perhaps the shallowness of Galbraith’s
analysis has indeed le@ to an uniderestima-
tion-of the strength of-the corporations.
..From the endless list of examples-of the’
* futility of reform through €ongress, con-
sider the-most recent: years of hard work
- organizing Congressional support for
environimental protection had almost
produced enough votes to stop the.Alaska
pipeline, when the energy crisis (an-event
the oil companies anticipated long in
advance, and planned their strategy
around) created a panic. The oil compan-
ies-used than panic to push through the
Alaska pipeline, and reverse virtually
gvery envirgnmental restriction which
has ever been placed on their activities.

Galbraith’s writing is witty and fun _

taread. His analysis of the economy is -

ehier

somewhat better than it used to be, and o R

far better than that of Samuelson and
other traditional economists. But you
need to know a lot more than o
Galbraith tells you to understand the
U. S. economy and how to change it.
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The AMHERST CHAPTER and other
local groups conducted a spirited

public meeting around the Chile crisis.
The background of the coup and the
resistance of working class Chileans was ~
presented-by two individuals who had

~ returned from Chile since the coup.This
-mheeting was the second teach-in of its

kind held in Amherst. It was characterized
by a mood of combativenéss rather than
defeatism. -

The NORMAN, OKLAHOMA CHAPTER
recently lent support to the succéssful
defeat of a bond issue-to construct “bigger
and better” Municipal offices. They have
also sponsoiéd a public panel discussion
on feminisnr. They are now workirg in
the Impeachment Campaign.

The PITTSBURGH CHAPTER is now -
engaged imra wide range of activities. The
Social Service Committee is working "
within the City Task Force of the Coali-
tion on Human Needs. Developing out

of people’s outrage over the massive cut-
backs in human sérvices, the Coalition has
launched a City Budget Campaign around
three program proposals: a) HOUSING---
a revolving loan fund for home repair at
low interest rates for those who, cannot
qualify for conventional loans; an urban
homestead program that would deed
city-owned unoccupied houses to people
if they agree to live.in them for'three
years and bring them up to code.

b) ELDERLY AND HANDICAPPED--
a.network of people who wouldcall or
visit the elderly to assure their well-being;
a comprehensive transportation program
far the elderly and handicapped..

¢) AMBULANCE SERVICE--a city-wide
ambulance program: that woyld provide -

- high quality, free emergency medical

care and transportation to all residents
of the city, to be contracted through an
independent agency. The informal
educational techniques of the Campaign
are being followed .up by direct actions
aimed at the City Budget Hearings.

The Internal Education Committee
has established monthly chapter discus-
sions on the strategic directionr of NAM
in PittsbL{rgh as well as nationally:

-

Building the New 1
American Movement

The People’s-History Committee is
continuing to present their slide.show
on the history of Pittsburgh’s éarly labor
movement and is receiving encouraging
response. .

In addition, the chapter has been
conducting open forums on current
topical issues such as the Farah Strike
and the Philippines.

The NEW ORLEANS SOCIALIST
UNION-CHAPTER is engaged in three
priority projects: 1) working in the labor
movement, i.e., strike support work and
union organizing, 2) rallies, demonstra-
tions against corporations and govern-
ment politicians, 3) publishing the
Louisiana Worker, P. O. Box 2677, New
Orleans, LA 70176. The chapter also
prepares a newsletter on NAM-oriented
issues.

The CHICAGO CHAPTER was involved
in an effort to prevent the closing of the
home delivery:service of the Chicago
Maternity Center. Using letter and phone
campaigns, a-group-of patients, medical

= students, nurses, doctors, and concerned

community people were brought
together to express their discontent to
tRe Board of Directors. Despite the
pressure, the Board of Directors’ decision
was not reversed. The, plans to close the
home delivery service and eventually. the
Center itself are being acted on. The new
proposed center on Chicago’s Gold Coast
will not meet the needs of the Black and
Chicano communities.

The chapter is also working with the
Movement for a Free Philippines (MEP)
to distribute information-concerning the

* present situation in the Philippines to

Filipino Nationals and imrigrants as well

as to U. S. citizens. Funds are being raised
and channelled to the Philippines through
,asister group known as the Filipino
Freedom Fighters (FFF). The orientation
of MFP is “civil libertarian.” On December
30, 1973, Pres. Ferdinand Marcos’ tenure
in office will terminate under the valid
constitution. Should Marcos continue in
present posture of Prime Minister, the
= struggle toward dgmocracy of the
Filipino people will significantly escalate.
Further energies of the Chicago Chap-
ter are being directed“towards initiating
new chapters on the university campuses.

The BOSTON AREA CHAPTER has
been functioning primarily as a study
.group. Some individuals have been work-
ing on the “Middle East Emergency Aid
Fund” which is 4iding war victims
regardless of nationality.

The NEW YORK No.2 CHAPTER is
continuing regular leafletting and
support action for the farmworkers.
One of-the stores they were picketing -«
agreed to stop selling non-union grapes
and lettuce. They are urging the farm-
workers to establish.a more democratic
way of decision-making about boycott
activities so that supportefs will have a _
greater voice in the process,

‘The PHILADELPHIA AREA CHAPTER
continues to publish Critical Times, a

- Philadelphia labor newspaper directed
towards social service workers. They
recently made contact with Trailways
bus drivers who have been striking for
19 months. Their Local 1699 of the
United Transportation Union has main-
tained picketdines th New York City,
Philadelphia, and Washington, D. C. The

Philadelphia Area Chapter is calling for

a labor support rally and is trying to
obtain as many union endorsements as
possible. They have built some good con-
tacts with the rank and file through their
involvement and view their efforts as a
real opportunity for gaining credibility
in the labor movement there.

The- FOX RIVER VALLEY CHAPTER
has begun communications with the UFW
and commuriity people to spearhead the
picketing of Jewel Food Stores in their
area. .

A broad popular movement has arisen
in opposition to the building of a Sears-
Marshall Fields Shopping Center. After
researching, attending public meetings of
trustees, and talking to community and
labor groups, they have formed an Ad
Hoc Committee to. Stop the Shopping
Center. They have strong hopes that the _
group will grow into a strong, ongoing
coalition.

The MAD RIVER CHAPTER sponsared
aspeaking tour by two Attica brothers

~ who offered excellent talks on the history
of racism, capitalism, and the prisqner’s
movement. They spoke.to enthusiastic
audiences-at Black high schools, a Black
university, two mixed universities, and
at community gatherings. Substantial
funds were raised for the Attica Defense
Committee. .

The Women’s Caucus has begun work-

ing formally with Dayton Women’s
.Liberation as a socialist, feminist group
Model Cities in Dayton recently voted
$15,000 for the creation of a Women’s
Center--a major victory following many
months of work. NAM women are work-
ing closely wittr the collective planning
the Center’s program and will continue
their efforts after the Center opens.

The QUEENS COLLEGE WOMEN'S
CHAPTER and the QUEENS COLLEGE
CHAPTER are two néw chapters which
grew out of the Attica Brigade. Recently
they turned their efforts toward the
New York Campaign to Impeach Nixon.
Now they are planning to engage in
action around proposed increases in
transit fares.m

- - . - ] -

letters

Continued from Page 10

Upon reflection, this separatism, as a
reaction to oppression, has the same
effect of dividing potential friends.

But most of all, the theory of Mother
Right is inadequate on-feminist grounds.
It reinforces the rigid séx rolés we are
all fighting today. Reinforcing the cult
of motherhood, after the successful
efforts of the Women’s Liberation
Movement to discredit biological deter-
minism, is regressive. - ’ ’
P |
Even as more and more women spend
more of their time working outside the
home and fewer years in-childbearing,
we are still taught that-our life’s work is
as mothers and wives. Thus, we are moye
easily exploited as a reserve labor force
in time of war and economic boom, we
are-used as poorly paid part tinde workers,
and we are heavily. exploited fn labor
intensive industries. And how many times
have we been told that our “natyral qual-
ities” rightly place us in motherlike jobs-
of course, at lesser pay. .

Most labor done in the home is free. Cor-
porations like it that way. No.matter
what.its ultimate goal, the Mather Right
Theoary unwittingly continues to reinforce
the idea of unpaid labor in the home.

Feminists cannot let men and society- off
the hook. Jane Alpert’s theory encour-
ages men to forget about the problem of
childcare and childbearing. it does so
ultimately on the basis of an anthropo-
logy that may be outdated (see Feminist

‘Studies, Fall, 1972, which suggests that

Alpert’s position is grounded on a theory
of prehistoric. matriarchy based on matri-
lineage (descent or inheritance through
the female line), with matriarchy (society.
ruled by women).)
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Its biological basjs. is so extreme as to
deny what we have all come to learn:

that most of what people develop out of
is their social and economic conditions.
Women have_been stunted by their social
conditions under capitalism. Women,

bécause they are women, are not immuyne -

to internalizing destructive characteristics
of capitalist social relations.

There are reasons for the appearance
of such a theory at this time. Obviously,
there is much chauvinism among males
on the left as there is in the rest of

society. We-do not mean to deny that = -

Jane Alpert’s theory is in part a response
to this glaring fact. More importantly,
there is a sense in whichi the Mother
Right Theory is an expression of despair
not.simply-with inen, but with the

- failure of radical politics to deal with
sexism in the late *60’s. People under-
standably get discouraged when the

political and social system cannot easily - |

be changed. There'is a strong tendency
to tugn to theories which seem to
guarantee more certain results: women
will save_the-world because they are
superior. Palitical disillusionment has

all too often in the past followed periods
of political upsurge to the ultimate bene-
fit of those who run the system and gain
from it.

We do.not have any easy solutions; but
-we khow two things: 1) we can work in
a socialist movement in which feminism
is central to its theory and practice and
2) we must do so if we dre to build a
society in which our feminist ideals of

liberation and equality are fo be realized |

for every woman and can improve the
life of every -human being in every class
and race. o '

In-Constarit Struggle, -

Women on the National Leadership
Collective of the New American
Movement

T

ON GUINEA BISSAU AND THE
CAPE VERDE ISLANDS

GUINEA. BISSAU is a West African
country with a population of 500,000;
the Cape Verde Islands lie off the coast
of West Africa and have a population of

dence Party of Guinea and Cape Verde
(P.A.I.G.C.) has sfguggled to liberate
these two areas from Portuguese colonial
rule.

On September 24, 1973, the National
Popular Assembly; which consists of 80
represeritatives elected by-the people and
40 represéntatives elected from the
. P.ALG.C,, proclaimed the independent
Republic of Guinea Bissau, The Assembly
elected Luiz Cabral, brother of assassina-
ted P.A.1.G.C. founder, Amilcar Cabral,
the first president of the Republic.

The new Republic of Guinea Bissau

the country. Portuguése colonialists

- ~ G s . 3
B e - e

300,000. Since 1956 the African Indepen-

controls three-fourths of the territory of .

o : - oy

= & e Sk oty ot
still hold the capital, Bissau, several <e -,
town, and the Cape Verde Islands.
Over sixty countries, including 39
Africadf nations, Russia, China, and the
“Scandinaviin nations, have recognized
the Republic of Guinea Bissau. But the
U. S. government, which hasbeena ~
staunch ally of Portugal, flatly refuses
to recognize this new Republic.
During its ten years of armed
struggle, P.A.1.G.C. has built 2 nation
in the liberated areas. It has established -
hundreds of schools and clinics, popu-
larly-elected village councils, and the
National Popular Assembly. At least
two of the five council nrembers inthe
larger villages must be women; at least
one of three in the smaller villages must
be women. The P.A1.G.C. has also
struggled with tribal attitudes which
had created a highly stratified class
system in some tribes. In short, the
P.A.L.G.C. has struggled not only.on
the military front, but also on the social,
economic, and political fronts.g

.Continued from' Page 12

IN DURHAM AND CHAPEL HILL,
North Carolina, NAM chapters have
initiated an'impeachment coalition com-
posed of the state AFL-CIO, the Women’s
International League for Peace and
Freedom, Students. for Impeachment,
some student government activists
throughout the state, the People’s Party,
Peace Centers and the local ACLU. The
coalition is planning a statewide rally for
December 1. .

In preparation for the rally, chapters
are selling bumper stickers, distributing .
NAM literature, and leafletting widely.
C.P. GILMAN NAM has produced a
leatlet tocusing on impeachment as an
issue crucial to women. The leaflet states
that the Nixon Administration has:

* - 1. Illegally impounded-over $40
- billion allocated by Congress to health,
education and welfare.

2. Vetoed the Daycare bill in order to
force women to stay in their place--“the
home.” (It would “destroy the moral
fiber of our country:”)

- DECEMBER 1973 * .

impeachment

v

- 3. Hypocritically tried fo force i
“women.on welfare out of their homes and
" into meaningless work at poverty wages.
4. Pursued econemic policies which
have driven the prices of meat, food, and
other life nécessities to astronomical
heights. o
The leaflet concludes: “impeachment
of Nixon alone will not solve the problems
inherent in a system which values profit.
above the quality of human life. But the
impeachment campaign, if successful,
will have seriously challenged the existing
power structure, and help cut through the
cynicisth and impotence that most of us
feel-an impotence that we as women par-
ticularly feel--and will create a sense of
popular power and victory. We as women
must begin-to claim our share of the
‘people’s victories! From this perspective
“we in C. P. Gilmian urge qur sisters to
join the demand to.impeach Nixon; we
hope women’s groups will join the coali-
tion as women, proudly march together
as women. SISTERHOOD IS POWERFUL! !”

NEW AMERICAN MOVEMENT
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OPINION -

Why Sociélists Should Work

for Impeachment

~

by Eli Zaretsky
S.E.NAM

greatest popular prejudice against social-

ism that we have 'to ov:

aside from the impeachmen 1

reinforces this image and grants Ifbexals

a free hand in-defining the meaning o

impeathment, For them, impeachment x|

will demenstrate the success of. capital- .

ist democracy, not:its failure. : -
More immediately. the impeachment i

campaign involves-a readjustment of the

power relations among domirant insti-

tutions ir this country. For example, it

represents a reassertion of the press

against the threat of executive repression,

SOCIALISTS MUST participate in - and it represents t}le assertion of
' any mass, popular,-democratic move- _qong‘ress,against‘the presidency. This
ment that develops. To abstain from latter tendency is very important for
such movements because they are- socialists to support. The presidency has
“liberal”, “populist”, or “economist” _ expanded like cancer i the 20th century
. would guarantee that socialism will because. of the needs of the-capitalist
remain a sectarian tendency, isolated _ class. The attempt to dominate warld
from the broad political issues facing geopolitics.and economics from one.
people in this country. At the same corner of the globe, and to rationalize
* time_socialists must participate criti- an.economy ggared to waste, unem-
cally——i.€., by continually demon- p10¥mentan§ 'mﬂ\at}on require cen- g
strating the relevance of socialisth,a tralized administritive power of a sort
socialist apalysis and a socialist move- that.congress cannot sppply_ ~This
.. ment to the issues being raised. Un- *development hag‘ consistantly removed
critical support would guarantee that questjons of policy from the political
socialism will be absorbed as-the left- arena anq ‘transformed them into ad-
wing of an all-embracing liberal pro- ministrative questions overwhich there
test. This swing between sectarianism is no popular check and no-public -
and popular front liberalism has char- debate. . '
acterized the 20th century US. left. As socialists we have-every interest -
The question for socialists is not whether in reversing this process. Legislative
to participate, but how. activity, involving votes, pressures
There have been “mass, popular” from constituents, etc., fotces political
movements in which socialists could debate. It is-almost impossible to
not participate. For example the maintain secrecy for congressional
Wallace movement was anti-corporate activity. The legislative branch is cur--
and anti-state, but racism was so inte- - rently the only branch of government
gral to it that socialists could only going to pay for that economic capitalist political rule. Devotion to . -in which popular movements are di-
comment on it from the outside. This decline andnot allow it to be a fore- these principles explains why people. rectly represented--e.g. Bella Abzug or
g is not true of the impeachment cam- gone conclusion that the workirlg class have endured poverty, discriminatiori Ron Dellums. As socialists begin to
paign. Its popular content is well will pay. _ . and the daily grind of aliendted labor " participate in electoral politics this is
worth supporting and provides social- Social'ist's‘ shpuld al'sc‘> raise the issue “and at-the same time havé gone off and the branch in which they will be repre-
ists the opportunity to make explicit of imp_enahsm’ in the ‘1mpe§chmept died for “their country”. : sented, at least for a long time to come..
‘the latent content of the drive for campaign. The understanding of im. Capitalism continually betrays the Furthermore, the strengthening of legis-
eorsrezmilipgaghment. In this way socialists . Pe,’l?{lsm,ﬁhﬁt:&eﬁlef,t develop ed-d“““% __promise of democracy. Promising, and____ ~lative assopposed to.¢keeutive politics.
. - coulddefinethe.tapanifgash s ARE-IA0dmORealdbsgiealost "‘ — T over tinie delivering, fegal and political . will not-only strengthen us under
iz, mpeachment would have. plishments. Hundreds of thousands of equality for all, it provides the most capitalism, but should continue under .. .
‘ v The Nixon administration is not . us, perhaps millions, have developed a ruthless and increasingl it - 1. 2 ; - Tl R
. s _ _ s - - . gly narrow dic socialism. Surely the dominant form
"*T " just another capitalist administration, deep unt'ierstand,mg of the S).'stie.matlc, tatorship over the very basis of society- - of gavernment under socialism will be
- though of course itis that. It is making world-wide character of capxtz; 1stl§d>: . the economic organization of produc- popular assemblies and councils, and
a deliberate attack on the living stan- pl‘01t!at1c_>n, a.ng:a deep.sense 0 st(})1 i rl}:}’ tion. Its promise of a “neutral” state, then elected representative bodies. The -
dards and life expectations of the witht revolutioriary movements through- - embodying such “universal” ideas as kind of deeply democratic, decentralized
working class in this country. It is out the world. W? sl}ould see purselves justice, law and equality is continually society that socialism stands for will
attemptmg to reverse half a century of rather than any forelgn socxal}st-gov- belied by the threat of d]SintegIa,_tiOH not tolerate the towering Pxecutive
social reform and prongises of a higher ernment(s) as the repre?sentatlves of into class rule and special interests. " figures that characterize contemporary
standard of living. It’is trying to build these movements within-the-ntétropole Onlly socialism can unlock this politics. ‘ .
a-new political coalitien to replace the of world.imperialism. To exclude this contradiction and give a social content I'have heard people argue that im-
alliance of labor and minorities that understanding from the impeachment to the promise of political democracy peachment will strengthen other bour-
has.underlain national politics'since campaign would be to deprive im- But to do 50, socialists have to stand ’ geois politicians or the Democratic
the New Deal. To claim that struggles peachment of any international signi- un’equwocau’y as the proponents of Party against the Republican, and this
for a higher standard of living and ficance (othér than immediate, acci- democracy-and show that demogracy is, of course, true. All our-politics
reform efforts in fields such as educa- dental consequences). e ‘an-only be achieved through socialism involves rixed and self-contradictory
tion, childcare and welfare.are neces- Finally the:questions of law, consti- To stand aside from the i mpeachment ) elements. As a socialist movement
sarily steps toward socialism (as the tutionality and democracy, which are at movement on the basis that it only becomes a real factor in American poli- -
‘Communist Party sometimes has) would the forefront of the impeachment coneerns superficial pofiﬁcal processes— tics it will often work with liberal-
‘be disastrous, and would, in fact, guaran- campaign -are important to socialists. a squabble within the ruling class— and bourgeois interests. As it begins to
tee-the irrelevance of socialism. But to - The ideas that no individual can put  ° ofice agairi guarantees that socialism challenge state power it will attract all
fail to fight to protect and expand these him or herself above the law and that - will be irrelevant to the question of - manrier of self-seeking opportunists and
popular gains would be equally disas- government must be responsible to .democracy. special interests. There is no way to
trous and would equally guarantee the people that elected it are the under- o . N = -become political and remain pure. Our -
the irrelevance of socialism. Socialists: lying ideas-of the impeachment cam- This is particularly important at ultimate victory depends upon chal-
should support impeachment and fight =~ paign. These ideas originated with'cap- present because the popular understand- o o000y ourgeois political tendencies=
to make actions such as the impounding italism and marked a great.advance over ~ ing of socialism-is-that it is a'soulless, and surpassing them; not in disdzining
of congressionally approved funds ot the monarchical and tyrannical Systems .-  Materialistig system, promising a'*.“ghe‘ and avoiding them from some private
the bribery perpetrated by the dairy. that preceded it. They are not only standard oflmnfg, but unconcerned sanctuary of the spirit,
" producers part of the grounds for “myths” put over by: the ruling class with demacracy and individual free-
impeachment. This would keep pres- but are actually embodied in bourgeois dom. During the Cold War this image
sure on future administrations in a political'democracy. They distinguish was rc?mfor_c':ed by: Et‘gvld?_‘}tlﬁc"}f“’n .°€ " g
period of capitalist economic decline. the system of liberal democracy from socialism with the “totalitarian” regime ‘ )
Tt would taise the question of who is fascism, the other modern variant of of the Soviet Union. 1t is.probably the -
: 1 - , - ) -
_ . HELP!"
- - THIS PAPER ISIN a financial crisis. Along with the Néw*American Movement
- s as.a whole, we are growing and ex'pam}ing our activities. But we Igave, not be_er; getting >
T B T o ond sios by our chapters nd-other fiends, We nesd your help.
388 Sanchez Street, San Francisco, CA 94114 O Ve now print 8 200 copies of NEW AMERICAN MOVEMENT and distribute -
$3.00 per year them to forty'-pdd chapters and another forty di§tributors (groups or individuals). It .
. costs-us almost a thousand dollars a month to print and mail the paper, pay our rent,
. NAME . and occasionally pay someone for working part-time. Last year we got money for: . -
each issue from the Natjonal Office. This year the NO is also in financial trouble and
ADDRESS, _ we have to try to raise the money ourselves: . —
CITY = STATE ZIP. PLEASE send us a contribution of $5, $10, $25, ormore. Send acheck today
= ) ‘oryou will forget. - -
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Dear Editors:

1 am glad you want to publish articles

on subjects like the Billie Jean King-
Bobby Riggs terimis match-and the Nation-.
al Women’s Political Caucus-which were
in your last issue. “Women’s articles” in
left newspapers often reporf.only the -~
activities of the “radical” women’slibera-
tion movement. Sueh articles are very
important but they tend to be internal
to the movement. We need more attempts
to interpret other events from a socialist
feminist perspective. 1 hope you will con-
tinue to include’articles on. subjects like
this and also continte to report develop
ments within the “radical” women’s
movemernt.

But a shift in subject matter should
not mean that.you take a shiftin pet-
spective. Dave Gold’s article on Billie
Jean King’s tennis match did provide
background on the tennis industry and
women’s history in tennis, but even so it
was a real lapse in critical reporting.

There were a number of important impli-
cations of the match that a socialist
feminist perspective should have dealt.
with. As editors 1 think you could have

. asked Gold at least to cefmment on what*

7

~

was the mostimportant impfication. of
this event: the fact that women’s libera-
tion is still a joke to most Americans
although now it has become a money-
making one. The event was a-nteasure of
the enormous task we still face in simply
“raising consciousness” about women’s
oppression. It would be horrifying to
‘most Americans'if there were an attempt
to market a “Batt]e of the Races.” Or
can you imaginé the Vietcong baseball
team playing Detroit?

One complicated aspect of this |
tennis event was the way the publicity
played on the “men are the enemy”
idea of the women’s movement, and
made a joke of.it. It might have been
too difficult to maké-d soc1ahsttr1’e1C1sm“ g
of the “men is the enemy” position. But
‘Gold’s article accepts the implicit- argu-
ment of the jokes: Bobby. Riggs-is an
exceptiomal man--“the ultimate male
chauvinist.” Of ¢ourse, we all know that
all mer aren’t-like Bobby Riggs. We are
free to detest him and laugh about
women’s rage at the same time. The
strawman makes women’s oppression a
trivial matter. People are right basically
to reject the simple argument that men
are the enemy, but since that is posed as
the explaniation of women’s oppression
and then spoofed they réject the impor-
tance of fighting it.

-Unfbrtunately,-the graphics you
chose for this article reinforce the popu-~
lar understandmg of the “Battle of the
Sexes.” The one of Billie Jean King
carrying.a pig orr a platter saying,‘Come
and Get it, Ladies” was ‘partlcularly
offensive.

One of the underlying currents in the
match was the age difference between ~
Riggs and King. Those with some doubts

*"?inign Arabs. The resolution contains @

asked, “Could she have beaten someone
her own age? ” And those who grooved on
detesting Riggs could snicker at the old
man. The Gold article might not have had
to deal with the agism question but you
could have avoided.reinforcing the aglsm
in your headline “Old Man and the She.”

Anne Farrar
‘San Francisco NAM:

. November 8, 1973
Dear Editors: -

A%

. . Fhe research group that submitted
the article, “Mideast Power Play,” on the
_ front page of the New American Move-
ment paper of November, 1973, sees the
world through the eyes of Amencan
Imperialism. Reading their “research”
one comes to the conclusion that the
world and all in it was created to serve
and be disposed according to the Nixon-
Kissinger-doctrine. The struggle for
National Liberation of countries from
colonial and imperialist powers, the
struggle of social forces within ehose
countries, the.struggle of capitalism to
contain socialism, the Russian versus
American interests in the Mediterrarian;
the competitive interests of the produs
cers versus consumers of oil, the histori¢
attachmeént of the Jews tomPalestine and
the Zionist movement--all are twisted and
squeezed out of shape and historical con-
téxt to serve a simplified pre-conceived
thesis. Research should state indispu-
:tablefacts or, at least, authoritative
opinion, but to fit all history into a
tall tale to suit the accasion is-as fantas-
tic reading as the Protocols of Zion, Herr
Goe’bbels the Birch Seciety, efc.
1t is not my intention now, however,

built-in future disaster. Assuming that
Israel is forced to return the conquered
lands for the price of a recognized Tsrael
with recognized boundaries, and the
expectation that the Arab governments
will suppress the Palestine Liberation
‘Movement, it Teaves the Palestinians a
scattered subject people without self-
government-and, therefore, compelled
to credte violence within and without
Israel in order to achieve their freedom
“by any means available.”

The NAM convention, held around
July 4th, 1973, mandated the Natignal
Committee to prepare a statement on
the Middle East within three months.
Seemingly the Middle East countries,
unaware of our interest, werit to war
before we could state our position on
the subject. To date, the National
leadership of NAM did not find the
‘political maturity to carry out the man-
date of the convention. This may excuse
the NAM paper for not knowing the
NAM position on the subject. .

Anyone desiring settlement of the
Middle East' wars and- pgaceful coexis-
teénce of all peoples in the future, must
include.beside an indépendent Israeli
government a parallel Palestinian Arab -
government. In addition there must be -
a just settlement of Arab refugee claims
and full citizenship rights for Arabs
remdining within Israel borders; similarly,
of course, that would -apply to Jews
remaining in Arab.Palestine.

Yours,

Leon Blum
Member, Chapter 1
.New York City

In August 1973, a letter from Jane
Alpert was prmted in MS. and in AIN'T
I A'WOMAN, a radical reminist.paper in
Iowa City. Jane Alpert, who has been
underground for more than three years,
writes of her “personal voyage through
and out of a part of the patriarchal left.”

The following letter is the response
of the women on NAM s national leader-
ship collective to Jane’s manifesto.

Dear Ms.:

As Feminists and Socialists in the New
American Movement, we would like to
offer our ideas and experiences in
response to. Jane Alpert’s article. It is our
pérsonal experience that Feminists can
now work in mixéd left organizations.
“The possibility dépends on the serious-
ness of the group’s commitment to the
struggle to-insure that sexual politics
remains a focus to the overall politics of
both men and women in the group.

Not only-can Feminists work in mixed
groups, but we feel we must, if millions
of women (and  men) are to be liberated
fiom poverty, alienating work, and power-
lessness into a society founded on com-
munity, equality, warmth and support.
None of us can be free in a society
dominated by the need for profits of a
small corporate class who place the
value of property above the quality of
human life.

There is no reasor to believe that a new
female ruling class will solve these prob-
lems much better than the male ruling
class has solved them. Alsg, we have -
tactical objections to the Mother Right
Theory. It is historically understandable
that any group that has been oppressed
fantasizes regaining, in a total form, the
power that has been denied them so long. *

Continued on Page 8

to refute this “research,” but to develop
a poinf with which 1 do agree. Both

pendence and'self determination. Israel,
because it is easier to deal with organized
states, because the Palestinian Arab
clainis-extend to within their i inner
boundaries, and because they hope that
the Arab governments will, for their

own interests, suppress the Palestine ~
Liberation Movement. The Arab coun-
tries ignore the Palestinians because

they partitioned their territory and
because they expect that the claims of
the Palestine Arabs will.confinue to hang.
against, and pressure, Israel. The croco--
dile tears they shed over the fate of the
Palestinian Arabs reminds one of the
tears reportedly shed by Empress Maria
Theresa of Austria at the Partition-of
Poland. The United Nations resolution,
around which the.armistice and peace is
being organized, also ignores the Pales-

-/

Teamsters

Y

Continued from Page 3

local militants. But as the election.cam-
paign intensified, it becamne clear to all
that Eaton would be re-elected by a
laige majority. So the International
stepped in'before the election to crush
the obvijous rank-and-file support for
Eaton’s policies, as well as to suppress the
political issues of the campaign.

On- Friday moming, November 2,
Interiiational tepresentative Frank
Ranny and Secretary-Treasurer Jim
Jesinski asked for the resignations-of
all officers and agents of Local 695.
Everyone resigned except Marketfi who
was fired three days later for being a
“bad influence on' the local union.

The International will probably
rehire.both Eaton and Mueller suppor-
ters eventually, but only after they prove
that they have “leamed their lesson.” The
International may then allow an election
when both sides can cemprofifise on a
single slate of candidates=one that won’t
rock the Teamster boat. .
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. Democracy have another idea. Formed

.and-file Teamsters in other locals. Some

_ The newly-formed Teamsters for

by Markett1 and other rank-and-file
members-of 695, TFD is pledged to
fight to get the Trusteeshlp lifted and
restore democracy to their local.

They have already started a suit in-
federal court to halt the Trusteeship.
Théy’re ¢irculating petitions, setting up
plant committees and. contacting rank-

of their efforts have already begun to.
show results. At the Madison local meet-
ing.on November 20, the Trusteeship -
leaders were confronted by a hall filled
with angry.workers. The meeting was ~
typified by such angry resporses as,
“What you’re saying is that the Interna-
tional unionsent in a bunch of dummies,
took away our right to vote, and we're
supposed to pay our dues 4nd keep our
mouths shut.” Not one worker at the
meeting spoke-in favor of Trusteeship -

Teamsters for Democracy needs money.
Please send contributions-to

Teamsters for Democracy
Box 190
Madison, Wisc. 53701

T

Iscagl‘and the Warring. Arab.countrie S}
deliberately ignore thé existence of the ma
= Palestinian’ Arab movement for inde-

Continued from Page 4

4) The popular groundswell for im-
peachment, as well as the giowing demand
within Congtess and the press, is strongly
encouraged by Indochina activists. Our
relation to such moves should center
around Watergate and the War as rooted
in the crisis of counterinsurgency.

5) Joint Planning Committees at the
national, regional, and local levels will be
established where possible to coordinate
joint work and program. Improved com-
munication among groups and activists
is a crucial step in being prepared for
any contingency.

The structure of the campaign is two-
fold: 1) mass education and organizing
as characterized by the recent Indochina
Peace Campaign tour with-Tom Hayden,

-Jean-Pierre Debiis (former prisoner of
Thieu), Robert Chenowith (former POW),

- Jane Fonda, and folk-singer Holly Near.
(This activity includes leafleting, film

showings, speakers, small -dramatic actions,

-etc.) and 2) focused political pressure on
Congress and other institutions.

It was agreed that the major elements
of the campaign would be:

— Encouraging a wide spectrum of

. community groups (church organiza-

tions, unions, city councils, etc.) to
adopt resolutions urging Congress to end
aid to the Thieu and Lon Nol regimes.

— Organizing special activities-during
the Holiday period around freeing the
political prisoners,-amnesty for American
war refusers, and aid and solidarity to
the peoples of Indochina. This project
includes-asking individual Americans to
take personal responsibility for a certain

* Vietnamese prisoner, writing directly

to that prisoner and to responsibie offi-
cials.

- On January 27, organizing  teach-ins,
Solidarity Banquets, Vietnamese cultural
events, etc., to comimemorate the first
anniversary of the Paris Peace Agreement.
Intérnational activities are also planned
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—In the spring, organizing “Days “of
Concem “and “Taxes for Thiew” _for the .
polmcal prisofi€s and for a ban o—n‘?ﬁf )
tp Thieu and Lon Nol. =

The organizations represented in‘the
Unity Conference included: Indochina
Péace Campaign, American Friends
Service Committee, Clergy and Laity
Concerned, Women’s International League
for Peace and Freedom, Fellowship of
Reconciliation, Episcopal Peach Fellow-
ship, War Resisters League, Chapters.and
Members of the New American Movement,
members of Vietnam Veterans Against the
‘War, People’s Coalition for Peace and
Justice, International Committee to Free
the Political Prisoners in South Vietnam,
Medical Aid to Indochina, Indochina
Resource Center, Indochina Mobile Edu-
cation Pro;ect SANE, the Union of*
Vietnamese'in the U.S.A., and the
Indochina Solidarity Cqmmlttee

" The conference resolved that the <
primary emphasis of this organizational
cooperation will be ending the war,
implementing the Agreement, and self-
determination for the people of
Imdochina. Differences exist as to the
centrality of Indochina to political
activity at the present timé-some
believe it to be the central focus of all
activity, others-view it as a central focus
among others. Conference participants
stand unified in the belief that only a
campaign by the Ameriean people to
implement the Agreement by ending aid
to Thieu and Lon"Nol will gain peace in
Indochina.

NEWSPAPER COLLECTIVE

~ Barbara Easton *

Michael Gallantz
" Laurie Gitlin

Del Griffin
David Kotz
Dan Marschall
Jean Nute
Jain Simmons
Jim Weinstein

Joan Bodner, Staff Photographer | -
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Continued from Page 4

keep the coalition going and to runa
joint campaign in the Fall elections.
This was agreed to by all except IS,
which dropped out after the PT&T
hearings.

THE ELECTORAL COALITION

THE SAN FRANCISCO SOCIALIST
COALITION reorganized in March. It
then included the local NAM chapter,
the Socialist Party, the Peace and Free-
dom Party, and two or three indepen-
dents. The total number of active
people was only seven or eight, with a
few more attending meetings. NAM
members were the largest single group
and ‘'often were a majority of those
present.

With seven months ahead of us, we
decided to concentrate our early ef-
forts on developing a platform, and to
use that process to get to know as many
groups in the city as possible. Although
we wanted to develop a fairly compre-
hensive platform (ours were the only
candidates to have one), we concentra-
ted on two issues around which there
was alréady much activity—health care -
and child care— and two others that
spoke to people not yet being organized
by the’ left--taxation and ‘jobs and
industry*. -

Of these, the Health care and taxa-
tion programs were the most fully
. developed. Health care because we were
able to enlist the help of thirty or

' more people active in hospital work or
clinics, including a NAM activist and
one other person who put in a lot of
work. Taxation because NAM had a
taxation committee that had worked
on a-city tax ptogram for the previous

Quy ch}ld-mmﬂﬁ?@;mmﬁ-‘ﬁ

from Houston, Texas; Hary Siitonen,

a 48--year-old printer and long time
Socialist; and John Webb, a 25 year old
railroad clerk. Kayren and John are on
the Central Committee of Peace and
Freedom. NAM could find no one wil-
ling to run. ’

Of course, we had very little money
to run our campaign, and only a few
active people it the early stages. Partly
for these reasons, but also because we
wanted to use the campaign to begin
presenting a comprehensive socialist
perspective to the people of San
Francisco, we decided to publish a
newspaper as our main campaign litera:
ture. Leaflets might have been more
effective for publicizing single issues or
the candidates’ names, but could not
give an overall view of our politics.
And since we saw the election as a
means of orgamzmg a long term move-
ment, it was unpo;tant to utilize it as
a means of starting a permanent publi-
cation.

The newspaper has been an unquali-
fied success. We printed and' distributed
20,000 copies of the first issue (dated
‘October 1). and 15.000 of the second
(dated Nov. 1). Both issues._reflected
the programmatic work we had done,
but the first was more limited.-to the
platform and related materials. The
second issue had a much wider range
of articles; many written by (or with

the help of) people outside the coalition.

The paper’s name was a problem
betause we wanted something that
would have broad appeal.and at the
same time that would help us politi-
cally. COMMON SENSE was a stroke
of genius. People love if, and since we
are trying to show. that socialism is "
the only thing that makes sense today,
the name is a political plus. 1t helped
set the tone of our campaign and dis-
tinguish us from other socialist groups.

The campaign itself consisted bas-
ically of two things, the candidates
speaking at forums several nights and
some days each week for five or six

L,

[rconsultation with several groups,
including Child and Parent Action
(CAPA), which put a child care initia-
tive on the ballot this Fall, and a rank
and file AFT group. We did not,

”

however, work closely with these groups.

The jobs and industry plank was devel-
oped mostly by one of our candidates,
Harry Siitonen of the SP, himself a
printer and an active membef of the
ITU local. In addition, we contacted
and learned from several others—street
artists, a Muni bus driver, the com-
mittee forf district election of super-
visors, etc. And we worked hard to
reach collective agreement on the plat-
form at a series of weekly meetings.

This process was very valuable, not
only in bringing us in touch with many
gioups and developing good working
relations, but also in giving us a shared
outlook on the-problems of the city
and outlines of our campaign. It was,
helpful to the candidates and shaped
the content of the two issues of our
newspaper that were published in
September and October.

THE CANDIDATES,
THE NEWSPAPER,
THE VOTE

THERE WERE FIVE openings on
the Board of Supervisors, all at-large.
The-election is nonpartisan;, whjch
means that most candidates simply run
as individuals. It is possible to run a
slate, but not as a party since candi-
dates names appedr in alphabetical
order with only their occupations
listed. We decided on more than one
candidate, to redace the pressure and -
burdens on each one and to provide
a range of views and representation of
the different groups. We decided on
three because we didn’t want to com-
pete with radical, third world or gay
candidates, and because we could only
find three people to run. The candi-
dates were Kayren Hudiburgh, a twenty-
nine-year-old unemployed school teacheér
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appropriations for social services, a-
fund cut-off for the Cambodian bomb-
ing, or the new minimum wage law.
The one veto they did override, on the
War Powers bill, has erroneously been
paraded as a sign of Congressional asser-
tion of its lawful power. In fact, the
new law legitimizes a Presidential -
practice that is unconstitutional. It
provides that no President may engage
U.S. armed forces for longer than 60--
90.days without Congressional appradv-
al. Yet the Constitution gives the
President no such authority.

Moreover, once “our boys’ are com-
mitted to battle under the new law,
the President can easily use a ““stab-.
in-the-back”™ appeal to blackmail Con-
gress into approving the latest inter-
vention. The ironic éffect of the War
Powers law may Be not. to limit the

. President but to embolden him. .

The current campaign to save the
Presidency by getting.rid of Nixon is .
rooted in the needs of the advanced
industrial, liberal state. Beginning with
the New Deal, Congressional/Presiden-
tial government was rapidly replaced
by executive-management operating
on,behalf of the most developed cor-
porate interests. The President is in
effect chief planner for the government-
business partnership. While Congress
contributes oratory to the pages of
the Congressional Record, policy is now
hammered out in private talks and nego-
tiations at the White House and grey
stone buildings along Perinsylvania Ave.

Public approval of Presidential action
is engineered through elaborate mix-
tures of’secrecy, lies and public rela-
tions campaigns. As the President’s’
power increases, and as the crises to

had

3>

weeks, and the distribution of the

. newspaper. We had few people to do

precinct work and-did almost no door- _
to--door canvassing. We did a mini-
mum of press work, but did get partial

endorsement from the BAY GUARDIAN,
the leading liberal “alternative” news-

paper—mostly on the basis of our plat-
form--and from the PHOENIX, a left
cultural/porno paper. Our candidates
received from 4 to 7 votes in the SF
Labor Council, which placed us about
in the middle of the field of 27 candi-
dates, although, of course, way behind
the major candidates (high vote 130).

A few days before ‘the election we
realized that aside from the candidates’
speaking, we had done very little direct-
ly to'get votes. The newspaper did not
feature the election. In fact, you had to
read it carefully to figure out that we
had three candidates and what their
names were. Our posters were an artistic
success, but it took a magnifying glass
-and some effort to divine that they
advertised the Supervisorial election and
Hudiburgh, Siitonen, and Webb. Worse,
most of our efforts were for the Social-
ist Coalmon but on the ballot only the
nanies and occupations appeared. Our
candidates listed their occupations- -
teacher, printer, railroad worker. The
Socialist Workers Party was smarter.
They listed their occupations as “So-
cialist Worker”--all five of them.

‘Despite all of this, our high vote was
5500 €about 4%) for Kayren Hudiburgh.
John Webb got 4550, and Harry Sii-
tonen got 2500. Since we had hoped
for a minimum of 2500, this was not
bad, although the spread was.mystify-
ing. On the other hand,all the minor
candidates ran better than expected, so

- the actual vote was inconclusive.

CONCLUSIONS

WE CAME OUT OF THE campaign
mildly encouraged. If we had relied en-
tirely on the vote to sustain our spirits
we probably would have folded, but the

~

- “\

vote wasonly one of several measures of
our achievement, and the others were
generally positive. We have grown as an
organization and have almost doubled
the number of active people” W el have
started COMMON SENSE, have '} SixQr
seven people committed to it, and plane.
to.continue with a smallet press run
(5,000). We have come to know the
city and to be known and respected
fairly widely.

Since the election we have joined -
the Bay Area Coalition to Impeach
Nixon. We are also making plars to
begin a campaign to municipalize
Pacific Gas & Electric Company,
starting with a public meeting and
deronstration in February against a
proposed $230 million rate increase.-The
PG&E campaign is a long=term project
that will involve getting an initiative on
the ballot next November, as well as
sustained activity this Winter and —-
Spring. We also.hope to keep our store-
frorit headquarters for Coalition‘activ- *
ity and a newspaper office, and as we
grow to begin work around a municipal
health care program.

At the same time, almost everyone
in the coaljtion feels the need to devel-
op a clearer idea of our-long range
politics and purpose.'We have not
discussed what relattonﬂup the Coali-
tion has to the development of a new
socialist party, how it différs from
each of our own organizations, what-we
must agree on and what can remain
open questions for discussion within
the coalition, etc. Partly because they
feel uncomfortable about this lack of
definitién, and partly because they
themselves-are unclear about their
political direction, the Socialist Party
has decided to drop out of the Coali-
tion, although they may work with us
on specific issues. Their departure
points up the need to clarify our poli-
tics, and we plan to begin with a week-
end retreat soon.pg -

-

which he must address himself become
permanent aspects of American society,
he breaks loose from Constitutional
and legal restraints.

Nixon is not too different in this
respect as his five predecessors. There
were additional factors that caused his
administration to self-destruct: the
end of the post-war consensus fur-
thered by the lack of victory or resolu-
tion in Indochina, the decision to con-
tinue the war rather than trying to
recoup U.S. losses elsewhére, dependence
on’politically naive ad-men and bonds-

- lawyers to administer the nation’s

political life, personal paranoia, etc.
True, Nixon has not been a disaster
for business. Corporate profits are at
record heights: Kissinger appears
(wrongly) to have stabilized the empire;
socialism was crushed in Chile thanks to
American financial manipulations; and
firms that paid adequate tribute to the
godfather in the White House have been
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showered with favors. Still, Nixon has
been unable to deal with inflation, the
oil and gasoline shortage, ot high food
prices.

Moreover, Watergate has not been
good public relations for corporate
power and has weakened Nixon’s grip
on the society as a whole. The prospect
of three more years is not appealing
even on Wall Street—as the current
stock market plunge indicates.

If a corporate executive pulled one-

_fifth the blunders that Nixon has in

the past year, he would be replaced
overnight by the firm’s board of direc-
tors and sent to manage the Icelandic
concession. Nixon, too, will likely be
farmed out, but unfortunately not for
the right reasons. Utiless the exercise
of Presidential power becomes a domi-
nant issue in thé removal process, the’
near future will not be too differeat’
from the past twenty years or so.
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‘Continued from Page 1

demonstration were spirited and they
received a good response from people
along the route. The only problem was a

- Fiberal-radical split, with some reform

Democrats urging people to collect signa-
tures door-to-door instead of: part1c1patmg
in the demonstration.

Middlesex NAM is now working on
som'e‘possibilities for radio talk shows, a
teach-in, and guerrilla theater on impeach-
ment.

The chapter’s leaflet concludes: “any
real democracy must include the principle.
that officials should be removed from
office when they lose the support of the
people whom they represent. Under the
présent laws, impeachment is the only
way to"do this. Impeaching Nixon would
b a step towards democracy. From
there, Wwe could go on to build a move-
mentfor real democracy--for socialism.
We must not rely on Congress. . . They
will unpeach Nixon only if we push them.
Help us in pushing.”

BERKELEY-OAKLAND AND SAN
FRANCISCO NAM have-been active in -

. BACIN-the Bay Area Coalition to

Impeach Nixon. Following the firing of
Cox, 700 people met to plan a demton-
stration that would demand Nixen’s
imipeachment. About 1,000 people atten-
ded the demanstration and BACIN was
formed t6 involve organizations and
individuals in'a long-term effort to get
rid of Nixon. -

BACIN’s tactics have included petition
tables, neighborliood and campus rallies,
and small demonstrations around specific
Nixon policies. Casper Weinberger was
picketed wheh he spoke at a tonvention
of the Public Health Association iri San
Francisco. A march and demonstration
will be held in Safi Francisco.on Dec. 1.

I4

Groups and individuals in BACIN _

share two-basic principles. First, 1mpeach
" ment is seen broadly as a political

recall. Their literature and activities are
directed towards Nixon’s policjes, not
just the constitutional issues around
impeachment. Secondly, within the coa-
lition, socialists can produce their own
hterature and are guaranteed representa-
tion on th€ speaker’s platform in
demonstrations aid rallies. Socialists
in BACIN have refused to go along with
the lowest common denominator politics.
At Jeast two speakers at the Dec. | demon-
stration will discuss.the need to build a
socialist movement in the United States.

BACIN is the maJor group doing

impeachment werk in the Bay Area. New .

organizations joi each week. They want
the-demonstration on Dec. 1 to reach
well beyond the usual constituency for

- demonstrations called by the left in the

Bay Area. But it’s likely that much mare
work on a smaller scale’is necessary before

’

<

such-a demonstration is poss1b]e Whether
or not BACIN attempts to build another

mass-demonstration in January, their

strategy aftef Dec. I will bé to build more-

grass:roots support through petition

tables, talks to church groups and unions,

" and nelghborhood meetmgs

~

SEVERAL NEW YORK NAM chapters
are involved in the New York Campaign to

Impeach Nixon, a coalition of diverse

groups that cOordmates activities, literature,
“and publicity. The campaign recently rari
an ad in the Village Voice, with NAM as.

one of the sponsors.
The New York chapters have met

ment.work are: NY No. 1, Interboro,

Queens College Women’s chapter, Queens

‘College {mixed) chapter, Queens NAM,

and represeritatives from Huntington. NY
No, 2 attended the first toalition meeting

together several times and are npw writing
ajoint leaflet. Those involved in impeach-

but has decided not to work-on impeach-
ment,

The founding meeting of the coalition

was attended by Youth Against War and

Fascism; People’s Committee to Impeach

Nixomr (Columbla) Lincoln Hospit
Collective, Revolutionary Union, Park
Slope People American Civil Liberties
Union, NYU Students for Impeachment,
NAM, and other organizations. Each of
these groups maintains its own politics
within the Campaign.
On November 10, about 75 people

partlclpated in a march for impeachmént
across. the Queensboro-59th Street Bridge.

A rally following the march drew about
1,000 people. Several of the.New York
chapters used Somerville NAM literature
to organize for the demonstration. The
previous Saturday, NAM did leafletting
and petitioning in ‘downtown Flushing.
The response was excellent and over-
500 signaturés were collected.
Continued on Page 8

NoCrisis In Oil Profits

ACCORDING TO A SENATE study
reported by the Los Angeles Times
(11/8/73), the cyrrent fuel shorfages
are an outcome of monopoly practices
by the major-oil companies and of Nixon
Administration policiesin 1972.

During the first 4 months of {ast
year the major oil companies simul-
taneously reduced their refinery opera-
tions from 92% of capacity to 89%. By
September, inventories of heating-oil.
‘were 10%-below 1971 leve]s. )

The 6il companies concéntrated on
refining-héating oil at that time because
it was more profitdble than gasoline
under Phase 11 price controls.

Independent wholesalers and retailers
were immediitely affected by the
shortage. They responded by Jobbying
for a raise in import quotas to increase

the dornestic supplies-of crude oil. The
major oil companies lobbied against
‘more impOrts by saying that there was _
enough crudeé oil to meet the needs of
the independents. They-also claimed that
sufficient heating oil would be available *
that winter.

The Admxmstratlon compromisedby -
shghtly raising import quotas, though
not eneugh-to make up for the intén-
tional slack created by the majors. -

But a heating oil shortage did occur
last wintér. Only after the November
elections did the Nixon Administration
Teact to the public cutcry by relaxing
heating oil ceilings. Tle oil companies
then hiked their prices and avoided
severg shortages by refmmg more heating
oil.

- heating oil when they’d usually be

The refineries were then producing
turning out gasoline. The result was
the gasoline shortage of last summer.

- -The report concludes that since fuel
inventories are-still low, both gasoline .
and heéating oil w111 be in short supply
this wititer.

\Accordmg to a recent Cost of Living
Council study, the exports of fuel oil
in 1973 will “drastically surpass” 1972
levels by 284%. In the words of Les
Aspin (Dem.-Wis.) who sponsored the
report, “Apparently the lure of big.
profits is persuading major oil.com-
pariies to export desperately needed
fuel oil. It is nothing less than a total
disregard for the welfare of the American
consuiner.”

-

“ENERGY - -

.Continued from Page 1

Much of this-strip-mining will probably
be done iri the West where the coal com-
panies can €scape-the strength of the
Unitéd Mine Workers union. The oil
shale of the Rocky Mountains will be ~
a central target of this. Western strip-
mining. The likely result is that ‘the
reservations of American Indians will be
bought up and devastated. National Parks
and other “public ]ands may also be
attacked.

At the present t1me the coal industry
is too weak-even to prodice the huge
amount of coal demanded by Nixon’s
proposal, especially since the cost of
mining coal has nearly doubled in the-
last twenty years. The industry has suf-
fered severely from equipment shortages
and from competition with oil as the
main source of energy in the U. S. It-may
take 15 years for the industry to begin

- fully functioning again.

But the reviving of the coal mdustry
will mean even more frofits for the oil °
corporations, for they own 11 of the
15 1argest coal companies. Thraughout
the 196Q’s, the oil companies bought up-
huge reserves of coal. With the greater
demand and.the resulting higher prices,
they can now mcrease coaf production. -
They can also afford to synthesize

_ natural gas and petroleum from coal, a

process that has only now become
profitable.

Using the “eneérgy crisis” as justifica-
tion, coal industry executives are.now
calling for certain measures to increase
coal production. Their proposals include:
1) relaxing laws against strip-mining and

- air pollution, 2) repealing mine safety

laws, 3) freedom from Phase 1V price
restrictions, and 4) forcing unions to
cooperate with industry and government.
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OIL FROM ALASKA AND
THE ATLANTIC

shore drilling for oil, The .Administrati‘on

has proposed the resumption of drilling
in the Santa Barbatra Channel, the scene
of a disastrous oil spill in 1969. The
state of €alifornia has followed suit by

- urging that a ban on drilling in state tide-
lands be lifted.

The Atlantic seacoast, however, is.the
main target for increased offshore drill-
ing. The government is already tripling
the number of leases to oil companies
for exploration off the coasts of Loong
Island, Florida, Délaware, and Maryland.

*Opposition from residents has delayed
the leasing. If oil is discovered, the
Eastern séaboard would undergo major
industrialization with refineries, docking.
facilities for oil fankers, and petro-

-chemital works. As more of this offshore
drilling is done, large oil spills become
inevitable. : )

In his November 7 speech, Nixon
also ordered Congress to quickly approve
construction of the Alaska pipeline.
Environmental considerations were
passed off as “irrelevant and unnecessary
provisions.” - .

The Alaska pipeline has been opposed
since the diseovery of oil on the North
Slope in 1968 Its constructlon may

cal balance of the Arctlc tundra Af the
- pipeline broke at any point, millions of -
gallons of oil would-be spilled onto the
Alaskan couintryside. The tankers trans-

porting the oil dowri the west coast could

_easily be involved in accidents---with very
serious consequences: ) i
The Alaska pipeline was approved by

Congress one week after Nixon’s message.

Thie bill passed provides that it “be con-

structed profipfly without furtheradmin-
" istrative or judicial delay or impediment.”

- It also-bars court review of the Environ-
mental Impact Statement filed by the
Interior Department to justify the pipe-
line. Predictably enough, Nixon has
signed the bill into law.

Nixon.also demanded that Congress
grant him special powersto “relax
environmental regulations” and to take
emergency steps to conserve energy.
Congress appears to be cooperating fully
with his proposals..

SOLVING THE CRISIS

The eneréy crisis will have a tremen-
dous impact on the quality of life in the

~—

OIL COMPANY PROFITS —— THIRD QUARTER 1973 .’

COMPANY' g\l\/c]:f{[f‘?gfz
" Exxon '$638 million 80 percent
Mobil - / $231.2 million 64 pereent
~ Texaco "$307.4 million 48 percent
Gulf - _ h $210 million. ~ 91 percent
Shell $83.6 million 23 percent
Atlantic-Richfield $59.8 million 16 percent
Standard .of 'Californ‘ia $226 million 51 percent
37 percenit

Stanjiardof Indiana

- EARNINGS

$147.3 miillion

~ .

DECEMBER 1973

-

United States. Gas-rationing will almiost
certainly be imposed this winter and

scopldresitfronsetitbacks,
in certam industries dependent onr “mmg .
petroleum products. Numerous consumer
goods will be iir short-supply.

Nixon’s proposals for solvigg the
crisis are completely inline with the
demands of the major oil corporations
for greate‘r monopoly control over the
industry and for increased profits.

The solution to the crisis is-not for
everyone to turn down their thermostats
but to build a movement to challenge the
power of the Nixon Administration and
the oil companies over our daily lives.
The roots of the energy crisis lie in the
capitalist system that squanders scarce
energy resources for the profits of a
ruling elite. ’

The demands of such a movement
could include 1) the nationalization of
all industries engaged in the production
of energy,.2) a freeze and rollback on
the wholesale prices of gasoline and fuel
oil,"3) a moratorium on the building of
nuclear plants, 4)-increaséd federal fund-
ing for mass transportation, and 5) an
immredial: ban on the exports of fuel oil.

One.demand must also be directed at
the perpetrator-of this disastrous govern-
ment policy: the xmpeachment of
Richard M. Nixen.

For more information on the roots of
the energy crisis:

1) *Middle East Oil and the Energy
Crisis,” Part Two, MERIP Reports
No. 21, 50 cents. Box 48, Harvard
Square Station, Cambndge MA
02138

2)  “Notes on the Energy Crisis,” by
James Ridgeway, Ramparts,
October 1973

NEW AMERICAN MOVEMENT

. last for tw‘b MremMM



