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Ford

by John Katz, Berkeley NAM, and
Nick Rabkin, Oakland NAM

THE SCHOOLBOY -“image that
Gerald Ford projected as he picked up
the paper and buttered his toast in the
first days of his presidency is tarnished
now. Caught between the ideals of
‘“‘justice’”” and ‘‘merCy,”’ Ford has
opted for mercy and, in the process, ob-
structed justice by pardoning Nixon.

POLITICAL MOTIVES
Ford’s tarnished image is the least of
his problems; though. He did not par-

by Len Stanley
C.P. Gilman NAM

Jubilation hit Hatlan County, Ken-
tucky, in the early morning of Aug. 29
when Eastover Mining Co. signed a
United Mine Workers (UMWA) con-
tract, a major victory for the UMWA as
well as for the miners and their fam-
ilies. ) .

Junior Deaton, an ex-coal miner
whose roadside grocery store had been
a gathering place for striking Brookside
miners, said, inatelephoneinterview:*‘I
guess I heard that first car horn start to
blow about 3:30 this morning. Then,
well, Lordy, i didn’t know there was
that much ammunition still left in this
county. It really started going off.’’
Deaton-added jubilantly, ‘‘I'm so
happy, I'm still trembling. You can just
feel it in the air. )

By the next day, the fireworks cele-
bration -had calmed to a victory decla-
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don Richard Nixon simply because he
wanted to-appear to-be a man df mercy.
Ford may have believed the stories.
planted by Nixon’s people that Nixon
was overwrought and depressed. And
he may havé genuinely wanted to spare
the man to whom he owed the presi-
dency further grief. But Ford’s princi-
ple reasons for pardoning- Nixon ‘were
political.

He has inherited a legacy from Nixon
that includes a deeply divided ruling
class, severe economic problems, and a
skeptical populace. His first task' as
president has bheen to try to reunite the
ruling class. He has used a variety of

ration by the entire Brookside commun-
ity. The miners proudly stood with
clenched fists and arms raised over
their banner, “UMWA Local 1974— .
Brookside,’’ and other banners declar-
ing, “UMWA—Here to Stay,”’ and
“‘Harlan’ County is UMWA Country.”’
There was a more relaxed mood, even a
return to laughter, as the miners and

~ their families mingled with neighbors

and UMWA officials, including presi-
dent Arnold Miller, and a sense of
pride as congratulatory telegrams were
read and speeches delivered.

MINERS CONCEDE LITTLE

Certainly these UMWA miners de-
served their victory declarations. Even
in the words of the Wall Street Journal,
‘‘the union conceded practically no-

thing’’ in' signing the contract with

[Continued on Back Page)
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knowing that it is a prerequisite for a

_ious groups of people who were -of-

'

tactics to do this: the nomination of
Rockefeller for Vice President brings
the Eastern establishment into thefold;
his summit meetings on jnflation are
designed to give all parts of the ruling
class an opportunity to be heard; and,
most important, he has attempted to
build popular support for himself,

broad ruling class endorsement.
" BUILDING SUPPORT

Ford has ‘made a pc;licy of offering
symbolic gestures of solidarity to var-

fended by Nixon. He assured Blacks
that he would stop the import of Rho-
desian chrome —knowing that U.S. "de-
posits axe large and that chrome from

{Continued on BdckPage)

by Tim Nesbitt
Oakland NAM,

(From material furnished by Rodney
Larson of the Emergency Committee to
Defend Democracy in Chile, and from'
press accounts.)

As new confirmation emerges in the
press that the CIA financed the disrup-
tion and .eventual overthrow of the
Allende government in Chile, evidence
is also building that the AFL-CIO was
involved in the U.S.-backed program of
subversion in that country and through-
out Latin America. .

In April, when CIA director William
E. Colby was telling the House Armed
Services Subcommittee of his agency’s
$8 miillion plan to ‘‘destabilize’’ the
Allende regime,a 50-pagé booklet docu-

"menting AFL-CIO involvement in

chaneling Some of this money began -

attracting national attention.

The booklet has since triggered con-
troversy and discussion within many
AFL-CIO caucuses and evoked a self-
incriminating response from the feder-
ation’s highest leadership.

The study details the role of the
American Institute for Free Labor De-
velopment (AIFLD), the Latin Ameri-
can arm of the-AFI~CIO, in financing
and training personnel to oppose
_strong left unions with ‘‘bread-and-

butter’’ style craft and professmnal
unions ori the AFL-CIO model at home
Tt recounts AIFLD actions, in secret
-cooperation- with business and mtelh—
gence agencles, that led to the 1964
military coup in Brazil, ‘the right-wing
takeover in the Dominican Republic in

Respsnd to
A L.gei

S

1965, and the eventual defeat of Cheddx
Jagan in Guyana.

The booklet, entitled ‘‘Our AFL-CIO
Role in Latin America, -or Under the
Covers-with the CIA,’” was commis-
sioned by the 300-member Emergency
Commiittee to Defend Democracy in
Chile. Its author, Fred Hirsch, is chair-
man pro-tem of the Emergency Com-
mittee and a member of Plumbers-and

- Steamfitters Local 393 in San Jose, CA.

Since publication of the Emergency
Committee’s study, other events have
broadened the case againstthe AIFLD,
and its covert' relationship with the
State Department, the CIA, and num-
erous multinational corporations with
interests in Latin America.

After summaries of the study ap-
peared in the Congressional Record,
Senator William Fulbright wrote to the
Committee commending its effort. He
included a previously classified report,
from the Comptroller General of the
U.S., documenting extersive govern-
ment financing of American union ac-
tivity overseas and listing some of the
unions involved. -

The AFL-CIO’s own Santa Glara
County (Calif.) Central Labor Council
adopted a resolution urging George
Meany, -the federation’s president, to
answer the allegations. With increas-
ing publicity including a letter of sup-
port from Mrs. Salvador Allende,
Meany finally dispatched-the executive
director of the AIFLD, William C.
Doherty, from Geneva to meet with the
Council and try to have the resolution
rescinded..

Facing sharp questioning from the
council, Doherty ‘admitted that AIFLD

[Continued on Page 6]
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The Coverup
Behind Nixon’s
Pardon
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by Noam Chomsky

With the pardon of Richard Nixon by
his hand-picked successor, the Water-
gate affair ends where it began: not
tragedy, but farce. People who re-
garded the Articles of Impeachment as
a solemn exercise in the defense of
democracy, and who took the regigna-
tion to be a vinidication of the American
System and-the Principlé of Equal Jus-
tice Under Law, have every reason to
be shocked by Ford’s action..

But in fact, the whole affair was
monumental in its insignificance. The
only system vindicated by the forced
resignation was the system that guar-
antees to a broad segment of monopoly
capital the authority to control the state
,executlve explmtmg its power to main-
tam domestic order ard international

“‘stability’” in the interest of the privi-
_leged by whatever means are required.
Nixon was brought to heel because he
violated the rules, of this system, con-
centrating power too narrowly and at-
tacking men of power by means re-
served, in the normal course of events,
for use against those who depart from
the general. conservative ‘consensus.
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‘PRINCIPLES ARE IRRELEVANT

PN

The Articles of Impeachment were
designed to exclude any issue of princi-
ple. Of course, the international crimes
of Nixon and Kissinger receive no men-
tion. Contrary to misleading press cov-
erage, these crimes also barely figured
in the Committee debate. True; the
secret bombing of Cambodia was men-
tioned, but the emphasis was on the
secrecy, not the bombing. Had the

minority resolution been adopted, the .

conclusion could only have been that it
is an impeachable offense to initiate ag-
gressive war without ‘properly inform-
ing Congress of this act.

The bombing of Cambodia was
‘‘secret’’ only to those members of
Congress who chose not to know about
it. In January 1970 the Cambodian gov-
ernment published an official White
Paper giving details of American at-

_tacks against- civilian targets in Cam-
bodia through May 1969. The presenta-
tion included pictures, names, places,
dates, and casualty figures. Press cen-
sorship in the United States, though
not abroad, was total. Thus the admin-
istration was able to plead, without re-
joinder, that the Sihanouk government
never protested—indeed, approved—
the bombing of ‘‘North Vietnamese
base camps,’”’ the euphemism for
‘‘Cambodian villages.’’

Other crucial evidence was also sup-
pressed. Thus, it is known that rubber
plantations in Cambodia ‘were defoli-

ated in the spring of 1969. By whom?

There is substantial evidence of U.S.

Sihanouk in March 1970. Under Nixon
and Kissinger, the bombing of civilian

targets in Northern Laos, far from any -

field of battle; reached levels of unpar-
alleled savagery. None of this appeared
in the: Articles of Impeachment or the
Committee debate. =

Nixon and Kissinger conducted a
savage war in Vietnam for four yearsin
an effort to impose the rule of fascist
torturers. It was only after the failure of
their last desperate attempt, the

- Christmas bombing of urban centers in

Deécember 1972, that they. accepted the
peace treaty that had been offered by
the DRV and PRG. And this concession
was purely formal. Kissinger and the

gate investigations begins to compare
with what these documents reveal, in
severity or scope. The press is silent.
The liberal commentators who exult in
the vindication of American democracy
and our constitutional system have
nothing to say about these abuses.

As the Watergate- rhetoric and the ,

Articles of Impeachment demonstrate,
Nixon was removed from office because
of his choice of targets, not the means
employed, a trivial variant of the tech-
niques of repression regularly used to
crush political dissent. Plainly, no issue
of prmc1ple arises in the Watergate
proceedmgs The incident ‘belongs in
" the gossip columns. The fact that it was

Nixon was removed from office
because of his choice of targets,
not the means employed. ,

White House made clear at the time of
the signing of the Paris Treaty that the
U.S. had no intention of adhering to its
central ‘provisions. Again, none of this
was-fit. for mention” in the~*historic-
debate’’ that vindicated American
democracy.

GREATEST ABSURDITY

But the.clearest indication of the ab-
surdity of the proceedings lies else-
where. With all of the lofty rhetoric
about presidential abuse of power,
there was no mention in the Watergate
debate of the most dramatic revelations
of the past year, namely, the series of
FBI memoranda on disruption and har-
assment of the Left produced on court
order since December 1973. These doc-
uments reveal that a full-scale cam-
paign was waged by the FBI through
the '1960’s against the Socialist Work-
ers Party, the Black Panthers, and
other Black groups, and finally the en-
tire ‘“New Left.”” Measures included
infiltration and surveillance, false ar-
rest, extensive efforts to discredit and
disrupt, entrapnient, and probably
complicity in murder, as in the case of
Hampton and Clark; in faet, virtually
all the devices that one would expect of
the political police.

The actions were undertaken on the
express grounds that these enemies of

_the state were supporting integration in

the South, running candidates in local
elections, urging a change in U.S. pol-
icy towards Cuba, calling for the defeat
of the U.S. in Vietnam, working to
expose FBI infiltration on campus, de-
faming the Director, and other such
crimes. The FBI projects were explicitly
modeled on the successful destruction
of the Communist Party in earlier

raised to an issue of political signifi-
cance is just another indication of the
subservience of the media to the princi-
ple-that :only those who threaten the

The CIA had nothing to do with the
coup, to the best of my knowledge
and belief, and I only put in that
qualification in case some madman
appears down there who without
instructions talked to somebody. I
have absolutely no reason to sup-
pose it.

As the Colby testimony reveals, the
great exponent of ‘‘stability’’ was in
fact the ‘‘madman’’ who was working
to subvert Chilean democracy. For
those who may be confused, it was
indeed the same Henry Kissinger who
ruled out explicit measures to stop the
Cyprus coup because this would have oa
been ‘‘interference in the internal af-
fairs of another nation.’’ (Leslie Gelb,

New York Times, Sept. 9 Greek ~
fascism rested on Kissinger’s full sup- -
port, in this case.

. According to the U.S. Code, ‘‘false,
fictitious, or fraudulent statements or
representations’’ by government offi-
cials in the area of their jurisdiction .
constitute a crime punishable by heavy
fines ér up to five years imprisonment &
No congressional committee is willing
to conduct an investigation of Kissin-

system of-Privilege ahd-contrel .of the- ger's- invalvemert~ 1A “the Chitean—_ "7

.. state bx ptivate.economic power are to
be subjected to state repression. This.is
the lesson of Watergate, and it will no
doubt be heeded by more astute politi-

" cians than Richard Nixon.

WILL FORD COMPLETE
THE FARCE?

To complete the farce, it is only
necessary for President Ford to pardon
the rest of the Watergate conspira-
tors—perhaps, if his sense of humor is
sufficiently macabre, excluding only
John Dean. Amazingly, the ground is
being laid for this final absurdity. Thus
liberal hero Elliot Richardson explains
that his support for the Nixon pardon,
while Dean goes to prison, does not
amount to a ‘‘double standard of jus-
tice.”” Why? Because, in his. words,
“John Dean for the rest of his life will
b accorded a certain amount of respect
as the guy who blew the whistle,”
while ‘ “Richard Nixon for the rest of his
life is an ex-President who betrayed his
trust, who was forced by the exposure
of his wrong doing to resign his.office,”’
(Boston Globe, Sept. 11). Words fail.

The presidential pardon is con-
demned as the ‘‘final coverup.’’ That is
a rather selective reading of current
events. Thus, on the very day the par-
don was announced (Sept. 8), the press
reported the secret testimony of CIA
director William Colby in April on CIA
activities to ‘‘destabilize’’—that is,
subvert—the government of Chile.
These activities were supervised by
Henry Kissinger, who informed Con-

events, or his false testimony about lt-’/”:a/';“
to Congress. The coverup continues.

THE POLITICAL COSTS »';-;Q
\Q,
One might ask why Ford chose to issue .

a pardon in the face of public opposi-
tion. The answer, perhaps,-is given in a
comment by Richard Strout (Christian ;
Science Monitor, Sept. 10): He notes

that the pardon will probably abort
investigation of the. sleazier Nixon- -~
Rebozo dealings, such as apparent rob-

bery of campaign funds for the pur-

chase of jewelry. The aura of the Presi-

dency would be still further diminished -
if the President is exposed as a com-
mon crook, rather than the exalted kind
who simply bombs peaceful villages.
The role of the President as a *‘mortal
God’’ is far to powerful a device of
ideological control to be sacrificed. Bet-
ter to face the short-run political cost
and put the matter to rest as quickly as
possible.

The Watergate affairmight have had
some political significance, had there
been an articulate, mass-based Left
that could have focused attention on
the real issues that have been so suc-
cessfully concealed by the press and by
Congress. In the absence of such a
movement, the whole affair amounts to
nothing, the pardon included. No doubt
the public has become more cynical,
but an unfocused general skepticism
has no political meaning in itself. It
may contribute to the rise of a fascist
demagogue as readily as to a move-
ment for significant reform or socialist

participation in the coup that overthrew years. Nothing unearthed in the Water- gress at the time that: 1"’{"01“"10“
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Viet warresisterseye

partial amnesty offer

by Bob McMahon
Chapel Hill NAM

. _Gérald Ford, in one of the first acts -of his
Presidency, has moved to set up a program of
limited amnesty for draft résisters and deserters.

. The move has been damned by 'conservatives

. and hailed by moderates as a major departure

_from the Nixon years. Spokespeople for American -

“exiles and for. orgamzatlons fighting for uncondi-
tional amnesty have called the Ford program
insufficient and unacceptable.

-Thé Ford plan for amnesty, or *“‘earired re-
entry,”’ as administration spokespeople have la-
beled it, calls for both draft resisters and deserters
to‘earn freedom from prosecution or imprisonment
by a term of up to 18 months of alternate service
and a statement of allegiance to the U.S. and
intention to obey its laws. Military deserters would
receive a dishonorable discharge in addition to
being required to perform alternate service.

Administration spokespeople have acknowledged
that these terms, which in effect require resisters
to acknowledge they were wrong, will be unaccept-
able to many. Exile spokespeople echoed this
view, declaring they had to pay heavy costs for
opposing” a war they believed immoral, and they
did not feel the U.S. government had any right to
impose penalties.

Also, the Ford plan entirely ignored another
issue raised by the movemént for amnesty—the
question of less-than-honorable discharges from
the military. More than 600,000 veterans of Viet-
nam carry ‘‘bad paper,”’ which entails loss of vet-
erans’ benefits, including VA hospital treatment
for service-caused disabilities, and frequent inabil-
ity to find decent jobs. Supporteis of universal and
unconditional amnesty support wiping out undesir-
able discharges and the .disabilities they carry as
an essential part of any complete amnesty.

FROM WATERGATE TO AMNESTY

These, limitations of the Ford amnesty plan point
to the character of the new administration’s break

with the Nixon.years. They express the differences
between the Ford and Nixon approaches to a com-
mon problem: the legacy of the Vietnam era in
American politics and public opinion.

Nixon’s political strategy wasan attémpt toreim-

pose a foreign-and domestic consensus by a sharp

counter-offensive. A ‘‘silent majority’’ of all those
uneasy with the questioning of American life in
"the 60’s was to- be harshly mobilized against .all
dissenters. The rightness of the war was reaf-
firmed to the .end, a rightness to be publicly un-
derlined_ by mobilizing the full force of the law
against war resisters.

Watergate saw the failure of the Nixorian

strategy. The conservative Right, which™ rallied’

more fervently to the crusade to reaffirm old
values, was too small a political base within the
nation. The questioning had penetrated too far into
the body politic for dissenters to become an
isolated minority. Instead, the attack on. dissent
Ied directly to the attack on the Democratic Party,
which had begun to play. its historic role of
absorbing and moderating dissenters. |

The cost of the Nixon strategy to a political
system that American capital was unprepared to
abandon had become too high. The strategy had to

~—be abandoned, and Nixon with it. —

STRATEGY OF RECONCILIATION

President Ford must deal with the same basic
problem of consensus, with the additional burden
of the polarization and distrust created by the
Nixon years. The dissenters proved impassible to
exorcise from the body politic. Now somehow they
and the government must- be brought to terms
with each other. The question of amnesty appears
to play an important role in Ford’s strategy for
this.

Something of this motivation appears in a
statement by one White House staffer, quoted in
Newsweek: “He[Ford] realizéd- that this was a
matter that wouldn’t go away. So why not face it
at a time when the process of change @and

by Marilyn Katz (_-

Los Angeles NAM #2

0
\

In one of the most significant and largest dem-
onstrations in Los Angeles in the last four years,
over 3,000 people marched and rallied against
inflation, unemployment, repression, and the arbi-
trary- deportion of undocumented immigrant
workers.

Initiated by CASA, an organization mainly in-
volved in organizing and defending the rights of
Chicano and Mexican national workers, the mora-
torium was sponsored by over 30 Left, community,
and union groups, including the National Commit-
tee to Free Los Tres, SCLS, the Puerto Rican So-

cialist Party, Coalition for Economic Survival, New

American Movement, and many church and trade
union leaders and rank-and-file groups.

While the speakers and marchers dealt with all
aspects of repression facing the working class dur-
ing this period of economic and political crisis,
their major focus was the déportation of Mexican
and other alien workers.

Lucy Perez, speaking for CASA, provxded an
historical context for the present massive deporta-
tion raids ‘and the anti-Mexican hysteria being wo-
ven dround them. She explained that the large mi-
grations of .workers to this-country resulted- from

the distortions of the economies of countries such

as Mexico, Puerto Rico, etc., caused by imperial-
ism whose exploitation knows no boundaries or
borders.

Condemning the activities of the Immigration
and Naturalization Service (INS), she-and the com-
mittee argued that no worker can be considered il-
legal—only exploitation can—and that the solution
to the problems_ faced by. workers is to fight
against 1mper1ahsm and the attempt to place the
burden of the economic crisis on the working
class. .

In particﬁlar, she countered the United Farm-

- workers’ use of INS to clear the fields of. undocu-
mented Mexican national strikebreakers, with the
demand that recruitment of strikebreakers, partic-
ularly across. the border, be made a crime.

In response to the often heard argument that
undocumented workers are a drag on class strug-
gle since they are difficult to organize, she argned
that only the removal of ‘‘illegal’’ status and the
threat of deportations could provide a solution. In
fact, where CASA and others have organized Mexi-
can nationals, they have often been in the forefront

. of struggles' for better wages and working condi-
tions.

In summation, she called. for the struggle for full
rights for all workers; documented and undocu-
mented, saying that only with such unity can work-

- ers successfully fight against the increasing repres-
sion, deterioration of working conditions, and de-
creasing wages they now Tace. ~

Among-ether speakers at the rally were repre-
sentatives of PSP, AIM, SCLC, trade unionists,
and a member of the Asian Collective who spoke
of the importance of fighting against the vicious
deportation of the Vietnamese students who had
opposed the war and the Thieu regime.

The spirit, turnout, and composition of the dem-
onstration were encouraging. There was wide-
based community support and the greatest multi-
national participation seen in Los Angeles since
the Moratorium against the Vietnam war held in
East L.A. in 1970. NAM members had a contin-
gent in the march and were active in the -organiza-
tion and in carrying out the day’s activities.

The coalition plans to continue work against
both deportation and the onslaught .of repressive
working and living conditions faced by workers’ as
the crisis of U.S. capltahsm deepens.

conciliation is going forward?"’ .
The ground_for reconciliation- Ford has chosen

. appears to be the notion of a universal obligation

of obedience to the law. Resistance will be for-
given—but only if the obligation to ébey the law in
the future is acknowledged and some form of

~.
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| Cut Aid toThleu

While the U.S. still props up Thieu and Lon Nol, Ford
Suggests that war resisters and deserters have a “debt to
their country.’

T4

expiation made. This policy attempts to .accept the
legacy of doubt left by Vietnam while setting
bounds to it. Dissent will be accepted; disobedi-
ence to lawful authority will not. ~

This is a crucial question for the military, and
underlies the harsher treatment given deserters
and the avoidance of the question of less-than-
honorable discharges in the Ford plan. The mili-
tary requires unquestioning obedience to orders in
order to function. Thé Indochina War .brought a
questioning of the legitimacy of the military’s
actions and of specific injustices within military
practices.. Discipline broke down, and a spirit of
resistance —sometimes expressed. in general, ideo-
logical terms, and sometimes in response to speci:
Y""Wu_fhstan sy 8vew. The military responded
with harsh, arbitrary, and often illegal punitive
measures.

The antiwar movement has always considered
the question of military punishment and less-than-
honorable discharges as inseparable from the gen-

. eral question of amnesty far war resisters. For the

same reason, the Defense Department considers
that if amnesty is granted at all, it must be in a
form which leaves the authority of military com-
manders unquestioned. -

Ford cannot hope to reconcile those firmly

_convinced of the right of dissenters to break unjust

laws —whether out of pacifist or revolutionary poli-
tics—by his amnesty plan. What he can hope to
accomplish is to undercut the sympathy for their
position-among more *‘moderate’’ dissenters from
the war which Nixon’s inflexibility on amnesty had
created. Opinion polls now show a near mdjority
favoring ‘‘complete amnesty.”” By his plan for
‘“‘earned reconcxhatlon,” Ford can hope to defuse
the issue while limiting what he must concede.

AMNESTY FOR NIXON

The question of amnesty for war resisters was
from the very beginning linked with that of

_amnesty for Richard Nixon. Ford appeared to be

feeling out the ground for a ‘‘reconciling’”’ com-

. promise: Now be has pardoned Nixon on the

ground that he has ‘‘been punished enough.”’

This position represents more than an act of
mercy towards an individual. It represents the
othér half of papering over the polarization
wréught by Indochina and .the ‘Nixon years—a
gesture. to Nixon’s ‘‘silent ‘majority,”” a group
essential to the political base of any Repubhcan
president. The conservative Right was nursing a
deep sense of betrayal over Watergate and Nixon’s
removal-from office. Some were muttering about a
break with the Republicans to form a new conserv-
ative party. Ford’s gesture to the Left, especially
on amnesty, deepened this outrate. The linkage of
amnesty on the war, with Nixon’s pardon may be a
deliberate attempt to hold them in the fold.

As the mutterings of discontent on the nght
indicate, Ford’s general policy of reconciliation—of
which amnesty is a prime example—is a precarious
attempt to paper over the deep conflicts which
developed within American society during the last
decade. The prospects for' the future—mcludmg
economic crisis at home and a continuing crisis in
foreign pohcy——make it doubtful these policies can
succeed.”

Peantarnng,
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Women report from Chile

Political Genocide

" by Kay Cole

Chile, State of War: Eye Witness Re-
port, by Women'’s International League
for Peace and Freedom.

‘‘Don’t underestimate the sexism of
men in the Chilean junta. And be sure
to take advantage of it.”’ This was the
_advice given by a former professor at
the University of Chile to this member
of the six-woman delegation sent to
Chile by the Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom. Our
goal was to investigate the condition of
human rights under the military
regime, .

The military showed théir disdain for
women in many ways: they seemed to
ignore our movements as we pursued
our investigaton in two cities and their
suburbs; they apparently were victims
of their ‘‘machismo’’ and believed we
were incapable of uncovering any sig-
nificant facts. As a result the armed
soldiers guarding the campamentos
(workers’ settlements) did not prevent
our visits. And DINA (National Intelli-
gence Administration) permitted us to
examine their lists of prisoners and to
question their staff concerning_their
whereabouts and the conditions in
which they were existing.

Colonel Jorge Espinosa, chief of the

Chilean Prison System, escorted us to

the men’s prison in Santiago and stood
by while we interviewed three men in
English (which the Colonel did not un-
derstand). These men told us facts
directly ‘contradicting the official line

* ‘handed us by the Colonel. ‘At the con-

clusion of the mterv1ew Colonel Espin-

osa said, ‘‘I have always had the deep-
est regard for the nobility of the femi-

nine soul and the trust -women hold in.

their hearts. I know you will tell the
truth as I have related it to you, ‘about
what you have seen here.’’

Captain Carlos Ashton, formerly in
active. Navy service and later an em-
ployee of the J. Walter Thompson
Public Relations Agency in Chile (cur-
rently in charge of the junta’s P.R.
program covering .the press of the
world), told us in great detail about the
damage done to Chile by Allende’s
Popular Unity government. -One of his
anecdotes was of an assault on a eourt
of justice by fifty men who were or-
dered by President Allende to kidnap

the judge, dismiss the jury, and release ’

the defendant. The Captain blithely
ignored what was obvious to us: if such
an event actually occurred there would
have been prominent coverage in the
capitalist press, and that President
Allende would have been impeached by
his political opposition. He also arro-
gantly assumed we would not know
that there is no jury system in Chile.
The results of our investigation have
been published as a report by the
WILPF. Interviews with prisoners-and

former prisoners, workers and profes--

sional people are faithfully reproduced.
Economic conditions are reviewed and
analyzed. The state of terror is de-
scribed, and many of the techniques
used by the junta are revealed here for
the first time.

The report’s conclusion is that the
economic chaos in Chile has combined
with the junta’s brutal oppression_to

" reach a stage of ‘‘political genocide.”’

Unfortunately, signs of resistence,
which do exist, are not adequately
recognized by the report. Members of
the delegation were acutely aware of
the life-and-death risks taken by the
Chileans. who took* us about the cities
and gave us interviews “‘in-order to get
the word out.’’ More should havé been

reported on that aspect. We heard of
many strikes, of slow-downs, of refus-
als to increase the work week, of will-
ingness to hide people hunted by the
junta. After our return we heard of the
sabotage of fighter planes which had to

be returned to England where they’

were made, only to find that the British
workers refused to repair them.

With recent exposures of CIA and
other U.S. government millions poured
in to destroy the Allende government
and to shore up the junta, this report
will be even more timely and useful in
imobilizing support for the heroic strug-
gle of the Chilean people.

The pamphlet is available through
bookstores or can be ordered directly
from the Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom, 1213
Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107,
$1.50 ($1.25 in orders for 10 or more).
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Wounded Knee Trial Draws to aClose

by Diane Wiley
=+ " - Special to NAM -

As the Wounded Knee trial of Dennis Banks and .

Russell Méans draws to a close in St. Paul, more
evidence of governmental misconduct against the
American Indian Movement has surfaced. The
prosecution demonstrated its willingness to go to
any lengths to get a conviction when it was shown
that the only witness to give any direct testimony”
againstthe defendants is on the government payroll.

The ten original felony charges against Banks
and Means were reduced to five by Judge Nichol
at the conclusion of the prosecution’s case. Char-
ges of burglary, possession of unregistered molo-
tov cocktails and car theft were dropped for lack of*
sufficient evidence, and two counts of obstruction
of justice were found to be invalid because of the
illegal presence of the military in Wounded Knee.

This was the second time during the trial that
Nichol ruled that the government -acted illegally
during Wounded Knee. The first ruling came at
the end of a six-week evidentiary hearing on gov-
ernment surveillance_when FBI agents were found
to have illegally monitored the only phone going
into Wounded Knee. There have been no charges
brought against any of the government officials
involved in either criminal activity.-

Although the prosecution took from February 12
until July 24 to present its case, the defense rested
after three days of testimony by five witnesses.-
Defense Attorney Ken Tilsen explalned the brevxty
very simply: ‘‘We proved our case.’

The five defense witnesses testified to the
significance of the 1868 Treaty and the conditions
on the Pine Ridge Reservation which forced the
Oglala people to ask AIM to assist them in their
struggle for control over their own affairs.

Author-historians Vine DeLoria (Black Elk
Speaks) and Dee Brown (Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee) attested to the court that the U.S.

_only made treaties with sovereign nations and that
despite almost immediate violation by the U.S. the
Oglala people consider the Treaty a pact for all
time. .

Frank Kills Enemy, an 80-year-old Oglala tradi-
tional leader whose grandfather had signed the
Treaty testified next to the sincerity of the Indian
people. “When Indians made a treaty, they
smoked a pipe, a peace pine. The pipe is sacred
and when you smoke it you cannot lie.’’ He told of

" the conditions which developed out of violations of

* the Treaty; the dwindling of reservation lands; and
destruction of Indian communal forms of govern-
ment and economic sutvival.

Another Pine Ridge resident, -Agnes Lamont,
alsa told of the*deplorable-conditions and how the
reservation had become an drmed camp. Mrs,
Lamont, whose son Buddy Lamont was murdered
by federal officers during Wounded Knee, de-

scribed the arrival of federal marshalls in Pine

Ridge ten days before the protest began and how
she had to move young boys out of a residential
dormitory in order to.house the marshalls.

The last witness was Gladys Bissonette, an
active leader of the Oglala Sioux Civil Rights
Organization. She described continuing harass-
ment by the BIA and the tribal government and
the refusal of various governmental agencies even
to investigate the situation. At a meeting on
February 26, 1973, attended by approximately 500
members of the tribe and the ‘reservation’s nine
traditional tribal chiefs, AIM’s help was requested

Russell Means and Dennis Banks

as a last recourse. Mrs. Bissonette testified that
Means had ‘‘no alternative but to listen to the
chiefs. No one else had listened to us on the
reservation. There was no law. .we had no
choice. We meant no violence.’’

At the clost of Bissonette’s testimony Means
stood and addressed an astonished court: ‘‘We
believe that the story has been told. We stand on
our treaty rights. The defense rests.”’

The prosecution was apparently so upset that
their plans of keeping Banks and Means tied up in
litigation had been thwarted, that they decided to
offer an extended rebuttal case. Their ‘‘star’’ wit-
ness turned out to be aformer AIM member,
expelled from St. Paul last July for fighting. Louis
Moves Camp, 22, had also been a member of
OSCRO and participated in the early stages of the
Wounded Knee protest.

X

When the, government rested its case, testimony
~by 79 witnesses had failed to prov1de any substan-
tive evidence linking Banks and Means to any of
the charges against them. They claim that Moves
7 Camp came to them in August and offered to
testify because he disagreed with the AIM leader-
ship.

It was revealed, however, that Moves Camp has
two assault charges pending against him in Rapid
City, S.D., and that he was paid a substantial
amount of money by the government for his testi-
mony.

The three-day cross examination of Moves Camp
was interrupted twice. Once was when his mother,
Ellen Moves Camp, AIM stalwart and -negotiator
at Wounded Knee, attempted to talk to her son
who has been under ‘‘federal protection’’ and thus
unavailable to her. ‘‘I'll never believe that he went.
to them of his own free will to do this to his own
people,

William Kunstler and Mark Lane were jailed for
protesting the arbitrary removal of AIM supporters
from the courtroom. They were released 20 hours
later without charges.

Moves Camp’s testimony was successfully dis-
puted by defense witnesses who testified that he
‘had not been in Wounded Knee when incidents he
described had occurred. Transcripts of California
cable television broadcasts in which Moves Camp
appeared bore out defense assertions. Ellen Moves
Camp and defense attorney Ken Tilsen denied his
participation at meetings he claimed to have
attended.

Moves Camp’s mother- and father-in-law told
the court of his fear of going to jail for the Rapid
City assault charges. His wife Gayleen, testified
that he told her that the FBI promised him a job, a
house, $200 a week, and all of his charges dropped
if he would cooperate with the government.

If Banks and Means are acquitted, perhaps the
government will decide that it can no longer legiti-
mately justify these trials to the American public
and drop the remaining 100 plus charges against
Indian people If the so-called leaders are found
innocent, continued prosecution of the rank and
file would only further demonstrate the harass-

—ment purposes of the government’s charges. Vic-
tory in the Wounded Knee trials would still leave
15 court cases arising out of the police riot in
Custer, S.D. unresolved, and three convictions on
appeal. It would also not alleviate any of the condi-
tions that led to Wounded Knee in the first place.
However, it would allow more Indian people to get
back on the offensive.

" she said. *‘I know he’s being bribed. The.
second interruption came when defense lawyers

ik s
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Support your local utility

)

Buy PG&E in Berkeley!

by Dan Marschall
. Berkeley NAM

Berkeley residents will vote this No-
vember on an initiative to municipalize
the electric distributien facilities of the
nation’s second largest privately-
owned utility company, Pacific Gas and
Electric (PG&E). The passage of this
initiative—a realistic possibility follow-
ing the energy crisis anid the steady

increase’in PG&E electric rates—would-

place the utility under community own-
ership and open the way for democratic
control over its operation.

The arguments in favor of commun-
ity ownership are difficult to dispute.
An independent feasibility study re-
cently concluded that municipalization
would bring economic benefits to
Berkeley residents, with over $1 million
in profits going to the city in the first
year of public operation. PG&E’s rate
structure would be reversed, with the
lowest rates.going to those who use the
least amount of electricity. Utility rates

would also be below average PG&E

rates charged in neighboring cities.
Like utility companies .throughout
the country, PG&E has routinely been
granted rate hikes on the basis of the
higher prices they now have to pay for
oil and coal used in their power plants.
These rates have increased 30% in the
last 18 months, with increases of 20 %
more pending. The result has been
enormous profits for PG&E —$250 mil-
lion last year, $3 million of which came
from its operation in Berkeley alone.

THE INITIATIVE’S PROVISIONS

Approval of the initiative would be-
gin a two- or three-year process of ac-
quiring the facilities of PG&E by set-
ting up an interim commission whose

smerthers—Wonid b€ FEPOHTEE by (he

s, R in

Bex"]{eley City Council. The commission
would hold public hearings on a per-
manent governing structure for the util-
ity which would then be voted on by
Berkeleyans

ya

e

" In order to avoid conflicts of interest,
members of the commission could not
be enmiployees of PG&E, any of its affili-
ates, or any other privately-owned util-
ity company. The same restrictions
would apply to the advisers and consul-
tants hired by the commission fo.over-
see the condemnation process.

Financing the municipalization pro- -

cess would not require an increase in
local taxes, since it would be done by
tax-free municipal bonds which would
be paid off in total by earnings from the
publicly-owned electric system. The
system wold make payments tothe City
and to the school district equal to the
amount PG&E would have paid. And
local taxes could be reduced in the fu-
ture due to the increased revenues
going to the City.

Though the initiative would clearly |,

benefit Berkeley residents, its effects
on current employees of PG&E might
not be as favorable. The publicly-
owned electric system would fall under
Berkeley’s Affirmative Action Pro-
gram, which would require all ex-
PG&E workers to be re-evaluated ac-
cording to a quota for the number of
minority and women employees, as
well as whether or rot they are resi-
dents of Berkeley. (The majority of
PG&E workers do not live in the city.)
Through this provision, it is possible
that some white male workers would
lose their jobs.

But the overall. effect of the initia-

tive’s Affirmative Action provision on

PG&E’s workers is not clear, since
mahy Blacks and women are now em-
ployed and people hired by the public
system would have to meet qualifica-
tions for training and experience before
being subjected to the Affirmative
Action criteria. That part of the initia-
tive has opened it up to attack by PG&E
and by the union representing PG&E
workers, the International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers. PG&E may call
public hearings on municipalization in
San Francisco, where the labor move-
ment plays a stronger role in city poli-
tics than in Berkeley, to argue against
municipalization and to take the steam
out of a campaign now being conducted
in San Francisco by Power to the Peo-
ple, a part of the S.F. Socialist Coali-
tion.

If PG&E can convince their workers
that they’ll lose their jobs or be trans-
ferred to other parts of California-if the
initiative is passed, those workers will
very likely be willing to do door-to-door
canvassing against the initiative.

e - 'I,‘,HE SEQOND TIME ARDUND e

In 1973, Berkeley voters rejected a
similar ordinance to municipalize
PG&E by a 58% to 42% margin. Al-
though the ordinance did pass in the
student section of Berkeley with 62 % of
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the vote, it got only 35% in the Black
community where PG&E propaganda
was particularly intense. A major rea-
son for its failure was its association
with the April Coalition and the cam-
paign by radicals for seats on the City
Council. The ordinance was not con-
sidered on its own merits, but was
defeated by a backlash against radical-
ism, the riots, and the belief that the
campus community was trying to take
over the city government.

In addition, PG&E waged a very
effective campaign against the ordi-
nance in 1973 by convincing many peo-
ple that municipalization could only be
financed -by 4 rise in property taxes.
Over $100,000 was spent by PG&E to
do this.

There are several,reasons by munici-
palization stands a better chance this
year. Ron Dellums is up for re-election
in November and it is almost certain
that he will win. Dellums supports the
initiative and his precinct workers will
be pushing it during their door-to-door
canvassing. In past November elec-
. tions ab)(_)_\_ﬁ. 15 % more people voted and,
they tended to be twice as liberal as
those who voted in April elections on
strictly municipal issues.

(Continued on Page 15)

Civil’, Rights Activists Told:

In N. Carolina, a ‘‘fair trial”’
Is not always a ‘‘perfect trial’’

by Bob McMahon
Chapel Hill NAM .
In North Carolina, the appeals of
convicted civil rights activists, now
known as the Raleigh Ten and the
Charlotte Three, are gaining in-
creasing national support.

In Raleigh, on August 29, the
North Carolina Court *of Appéals
held a hearing in the case of nine
Blacks and one white convicted of
firebombing a grocery store during
racial protests in Wilmington, N.C.
The courtroom was packed with
friends of the'defendants. Other
supporters conducted a 24-hour
vigil outside.

During the hearings, the attor-
ney for the State admitted key

‘prosecution witnesses might have

perjured themselves and conceded
irregularities had 'occurred in jury
selection and court procedure. He
nevertheless asked the Court to
dismiss the Wilmington Ten’s-ap-
peal, arguing that ‘‘the defendants
are only entitled to a fair trial, not
a perfect trial. And they got a fair
trial.”’

treatment of Black high school

Protests against discriminatory

students sparked”violent white re-
taliation since 1969. The Black
community in Wilmington has
been subjected to a wide variety of*
legal and extra-legal harassment
by state and local authorities and
armed white vigilantes. The case
of the Wilmington Ten is only one

- part of this larger pattern of har-

assment, which has begun to re-
ceive nationwide.attention.

A good bit of credit for this at-
tention belongs to the National
Alliance Against Racist and Politi-
cal Repression. A July 4 rally in
Raleigh against the Wilmington
cases and other forms of political
repression -in North. Carolina at-
tracted about 5,000 peodple from
around the country. Communist
Party activist Angela Davis has
made a number of visits to the
state to rally support for the Wil--
mington defendants.

In Charlotte, an appeal is being
readied in the arson conviction of
Black activists Jim Grant, T.J.
Reddy, and Charles - Par_ker The
appeal is based on new evidence
undermining the credibility of

prosecution witnesses and the fair-

ness of the trial.

The three were convicted of the
1969 burning of a Charlott riding
stable solelv on the basis of the
testimony of two witnesses, Al

Hood -and David Washington. The

defense insisted at the time that

the testimony of the two contained
numerous contradictions. More-

‘over, in return for testifying, the

two received imunity from prosecu-
tion on charges carrying a possible
total of over 100 years in" prison.
Despite the weakness of the prose-
cution’s witnesses, the Charlotte
Three were convicted and sen-
tenced to 25, 20, and 10 years re-
spectively, among the stiffest sen-
tences ever given for arson in
North Carolina. The judge made
clear in his sentencing remarks
that the basis for the severe sen-
tences was the political activity of
the defendants.

Since then the case of the Char-

lotte Three has attracted consider- °

able comment. The ' Charlotte
Observer, one of the most impor-
tant newspapers in the state, be-
gan reporting on discrepancies in
the testimoney of the State’s two
witnesses. Finally, the Observer
reported that the Justice Depart-
ment in Washington had paid the
two $4,000 each for their testi-
mony. The payments had been
kept secret from both defense at-
torneys and judge in the trial,” and
Hood had even denied under oath
receiving any payment.

(The payments for the two were
authorized directly by Robert
Mardian, head of the Internal Se-

, curity Division of the Justice- De-

partment at the time. There is
some indication, but no clear rec-

N -

ord that considerably more than

$4,000 may have been paid the

witnesses. Mardian' himself was
indicted in February for allegedly
conspiring to seek secret payments
for the Watergate burglars )

The wide publicity given the
Charlotte Three trial has led to
pressure on North Carolina’s Gov-
ernor Helshouser to commute the
sentences to time served. The
North Carolina Political Prisoners'
Committee, which has organized
the defense, reports that over
4,000 letters were sent to the
governor and over 10,000 signa-
tures collected on petitions.

Despite this, Holshouser has re-
fused to act. He has urged the
defense to seek a new trial instead.
The defense hoped to avoid the
necessity of an appeal, requiring
the defendants to suffer further
time in jail, uncertainty, and ex-
pense. But the governor’s attitude
has left no other choice. Hearings
on appeals for new trials in' the
arson charge against Grant, Reddy
and Parker, and in the' Federal
case against Grant, are scheduled
to begin shortly. A large number of
supporters have already indicated
their intention to attend the trials.

In the meantime, supporters of -
the three are appealing for what-
ever help people can. afford. Per-
sons interested in supporting the
CHarlotte Three, or in getting fur-
ther information, may write the
North Carolina Political Prisoners

. Committee, PO.Box 2712, Charlotte,

N.C. 28201. The Wllmmgton Ten

~ Defense Committee can be reached

c/o Othow, 417 Hill St., Raleigh,
NC 27610. . )
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What is AIFLD?

Not one penny of CIA money has
ever come into the AFL or the AFL-CIO
to my knowledge over the last 20 years,
and [ say to you, if it had come i, I
would know about it.

— George Meany

George Meany notwithstanding, the
_ case against the AFL-CIQ’s clandestine

operations in Latin America and else-’

where is well documented and persua-
sive. Inour AFL-CIO Role in Latin
America, Fred Hirsch presents the fol-
lowing evidence relating to the opera-
tions of the American Institute for Free
Labor Development (AIFLD).

WHAT IS IT: The AIFLD, formed in
1962, is the Latin American affiliate of
the AFL-CIO. Nominally an ‘‘education

project,’”’ the AIFLD now administers”

social projects, credit facilities, and
community development programs. Its
training center at Front Royal, Virginia,
offers a three-month course for Latin
Anierican trade unionists, who then re-
turn to their country on the AIFLD
payroll.

FINANCES: ‘In 1967, when Meany -

‘4

made his ‘‘not one penny’’ denial, the
AIFLD budget topped $6 million—
morte than three times the budget of the
AFL-CIO itself. Director Doherty has
admitted that 92% of the AIFLD bud-
get comes from-the U.S. government.
The rest comes from U.S. business.

ENTER THE CIA: With this kind of
backing, why use the :CIA?- According
to the Hirsch booklet, the AFL-CIO-CIA
connection began_after World War II
when the federation began a crusade
abroad in the mame of anti-commu-
nism. The Free Trade Union. Commit-
tee (FTUC),.established by Meany and
David Dubinsky among bthers, set out

to split the- powerful French trade urtion-

federation, CGT.

Since then, various AFL—CTO unions,

such as the International Federation of
Oil, Chemical,
and the International Assdciation of
Food and Allied Workers have re-
ceived varying amounts of money from
CIA conduits like the Andrew Hamilton .
Foundation. -

AIFLD operitions and CIA aims have
effectively coincided in countries like
Guyana and the Dominican Republic to
oust governments that threatened U.S.
corporate interests In Guyana, for ex-
ample, AIFLD operatives first tried to
buy off a general strike, then helped or-
ganize a dual union in opposition to the
strikers: This unjon fought the liberal
Juan Bosch government, then sup-

ported the military takeover ousting |

Bosch.
Similar tactics were used-in Brazil
and Chile.

{A limited number of copies' of the
Hirsch pamphlet are available for $1.00
from the NAM newspaper office.)

and Atomic Workers -

AFL-CIA

[Continued from Page.1]

trainees weré ‘‘intimately involved- in
some of the clandestine operations’’
tHat overthrew the Goulard regime in
Brazil in 1964. In written answers to
further questions, Doherty claimed,
“The AIFLD hasalways been openly
funded by the U.S. government.”” But
he admitted no CIA involvement.

He also claimed that AIFLD’s rela-.
tionship with numerous multinational
corporations was*‘a token of good faith
that modern U.S. management accepts

“trade unionism as a. normal, necessary

q

part of a modern economy.”’

(The San Francisco Bay Guardian, in
a recent story bdckgrounding the
Emergency Committee’s findings,
listed 57 of ““nearly 100 business con-
tributors’’ that gave $1 million to
AIFLD from 1962 to 1968 alone. Of
them, 14 were dominated by Rocke-
feller interests, including the family’s
own International Basic Economy Corp-
oration.)

Doherty made no ‘admissions regard-
ing Chile, but he did acknowledge that
the AIFLD program there has been
doubled since the junta took power.

Other sources reveal that, ‘after the

Chilean Federation of Labar was out-
lawed by the junta, a neéw federaton
emerged under military control. This
group, meeting: when all other union
gatherings were banned, is now led by
two graduates of AIFLD training
schools.

This:summer, newspaper stories re-
lating the disclosures .of disillusioned
ex-CIA agent Philip Agee substanti-
ated the Emergency Committee’s case
against the AFL-CIO. According to the

Washington .Post, Agee revealed that
‘“‘the CIA operates in close collabora-
tion with an international network of
trade confederations and national labor
groups’’ which, he said, have proven to
be effective instruments in Latin
America.

The newspaper added that Agee
“served as aCIA case officer for a local
brank of ‘the American Institute for
Free Labor Development which was _
founded in.the early 1960’s as an affili-
ate of the AFL-CIO.”’

And Agee mentioned other labor or-
ganizations that support CIA pro-
grams: the International Confederation
of Free Trade Unions, an AIFLD sub-
sidiary; ORIT, 3an early forerunner of
AIFLD; the Public Services Interna-
tional, comprised of government.em-
ployee unions; and Interna-
tional Trade Secretariats, groups of
unions conceined with a specific indus-
try or craft.

Rod Larson, a member of the Emer- ~
gency Committee, claims to'have ‘‘pos-
itive information that the -Asian, Afri-
can, .and European operations of the
AFL-CIO are going to-be similarly ex-
posed within weeks.

He points out that Congressman
George Brown (Calif.) raised the ques-

fion of AFL-CIO involvement with the

CIA immediately after the Agee dis-
closures and that-Brown called for fur-
ther investigation by the House Sub-
committee on Inter-American Affairs.
Larson also hopes that. ‘‘Meany’s flirta-
tions with companies like Anacoénda
and Kennecott’’ may lead Congress to
include the AIFLD in its investigation
of multinational corporate activity..

“It is.clear,”’ says Larson, ‘‘that the
AFL-CIO is going to have to come up
with some aniswers.”’
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CWA Settles- IBEW Short~ circuits Strlke

by Neal Goldberg - ~
Los Angeles NAM #2 -

over. By a mail ballot, workers throughout the Bell
system ratified the national-settlement reached by
a coalition of 35 unions, led by the Communica-
tions Workers of America. (CWA), with American

_Telephone anid Telegraph (AT&T). The final tally

was better than two to one in favor of the contract.

“Yet, despite the vote, opposition to the pact was
evident from the first day of its signing on Aug. 5.
Within a short time, a major strike at Western
Electric and numerous wildcats erupted.

This is easy to understand in view of the settle-
ment. On-the surface it looks_good. It provides
wage_and fringe benefit increases of 35.8% .over
three years. But the overall figure is deceiving. It
breaks down.to only a 10.7% wage boost immedi-
ately, with raises of 3.3% in 1975 and 1976.

Fortunately, it does contain a cost-of-living.

escalator, but that will provide only a 5.5% hike
next year if the Consumer Price Index goes up
7% -Obviously, this is not enough in the face of
galloping two-digit inflation.. (See story, opposite
page.)

Additional hemefits will also include a dental
plan providing- up to $500 of benefits yearly,
improved pensions, and a tenth paid holiday.

But the CWHA leaders clearly see their major ac- )

complishment on- the so-called ‘‘agency shop’’
issue. In effect; they won a clause in the contract
~requiring workers to. join a union or:pay an equiva-
lent in union dues. But this victory was a trade

off. AT&T gave them the full agency shop but not

the wage- increase of 14% per year they were de-

manding. Mast workers, naturally, could not see

the wisdoin of this exchange.
1BEW WORKERS STRIKE

The most. organized opposition came from the
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
(IBEW). The IBEW Telephone Council went along
with the CWA agreement, but mot the IBEW
Electrical Manufacturers’ Council. The Council

represents workers at Western Electnc, AT&T’s"

_manufactunng arm. Within a few_days, ‘néarly
60,000 workers had struck 16 Westem Electric
plants throughout the country. Pat Gino, president
of the strikinig IBEW Council, charged that ‘the
first year increases, depending on income, would
yield less new money than inflation ‘had eaten
away in’ the ‘last ‘year. He also charged ‘that the
new- cost-of-hvmg' formula was worse’ than the old.
one.

Yet these statements were. rhetonc, demgned
moré 1o -pacify: IBEW:members -than to pressure : -

AT&T. The leadershjp realized that they -could

~

"The threat of -a nationwide telephone stnke is “wédry-enoughto Hecept I

never get their more militant workers to accept the
national pact as it -had been megotiated. So their
strategy was te let them stnke until they got

= e

After four weeks, IBEW officials submitted a
new agreement to workers at 13 plants that was
almost identical to the old CWA package. They
especially wanted to get<a contract before the final
results of the CWA ballot were known. Not
surprisingly, it was ratified by a slim margin of 80
votes.

But the militancy at Western Electric was real.
Indeed, it spilled over into the ranks of the CWA,
and threatened the national accord. In several
cities, leaders of dissident IBEW locals said they
were launching a campaign to get members of the
other unions to reject the national pact. In New
York, for example, the presidéent of CWA Local
1150, which represents some 4,000 employees at
AT&T’s Long Lines Department, accused CWA
president Glenn E. Watts of a ‘‘sellout.”” And in
Los Angeles, like other cities, hundreds of employ-
ees at Pacific Telephone wildcatted, disrupting
service and scaring local CWA officials.

~

!
WHY NOT THE CWA?

With this apparent upheaval, why did the IBEW
leadership call a strike, and not the CWA? thé
subsequent vote of the CWA rank and file, in fact,
seemed to bear out. the leadership’s confidence
that they had little to fear.

Part of the answer lies in the different work situ-
ation of employees at Western Electric. At West-
ern, telephone equipment is manufactured in a.
factory setting. As in most factories, the skilled
jobs are'done by the men who, in this case, belong
to the IBEW. These craftsmen, like craftsmen
elsewhere, have a stronger tradition of trade
unionism, and tend to be more-militant. Also,
because of their skill, they are somewhat more
stable in their jobs. All these factors have com-
bined to give these men a greater sense of
solidarity, and the power to pressure their union
from the bottom up.

In addition, Western Electric workers live in
relatively isolated communities. This situation
helps to keep them together. At the same time, it
separates them from other phone workers. Even
their union leaders are aware of this. -During the
strike, a CWA spokesman said that the IBEW
walkaut had little impact on their . members in
urban areas because ‘‘the typical Western Electric
plant is on the edge of town. The 56, 000 strikers
are geographically fenced off."’

On: the other hand,; -operators.and women work- . -
ers.in the CWA are” much weaker as a group.. -

Workmg eond;txons are‘extremely’ opp:esswe._Spixt

shifts are the rule. A brutal system of manage-
ment keeps workers divided and afraid. The
women are treated like children and made to feel
powerless. In New York City, for example, opera-
‘tors at the switchboards have to raise their hands
to get. permission to go to the bathroom.

In the face of this, operators have rebelled, but
in negative and mainly individual ways. Turnover
has soared: absenteeism and shoddy work have
become real problems. But, for the most part, the
women have ‘not had the power to fight back col-
lectively. And, in most cases, rank-and-file cau-
cuses just haven’t gotten off the ground.

At the same time, the CWA has done its best to
make these women feel impotent. Through the
years, it has centralized bargaining at the.national
level. The power of local and district unions has
been slowly pulled into the hands.of officials at the
top. And these male leaders have ignored the cru-
cial problem of working conditions.

Yet, Dina Beaumont, director of District 11 in
California and recently elected to the executive
board, says she ‘‘detects some improvement in the
CWA’s attitude toward women’’ and wants to
move that tendency along. In particular, she wants
the CWA to do .something about the ‘‘quality of
the job’’ for telephone operators, and improve
what she called the ‘‘awfully dehumanizing thing
of being stuck on that switchboard all day.’’ Some
of -her objectives are to eliminate the monitoring
system and change Bell's attendance policy. In the
urnion; .she hopes to‘see women take on a greater
role in the bureaucracy.

The new contract doesn’t reflect any of these
concerns. Indeed, it doesn’t evén maintain the

- economic status quo, and will cause phone workers

to fall-farther behind.. The next three years, until

- the"new pact expires, - ‘will see more hard txmes at
~ - ithe télephone ¢ company :



Riding the Inflation Escalator

by Tim Nesbitt
Oakland NAM

At the first of President Ford’s mini- —

summits on the economy in September, 28
experts met for what the business press billed
a knock-down battle of ideas. The target was
inflation, now Public Enemy Number ‘One.
And Ford, in his call to afms, vowed to ‘‘beat
it to its knees.”’

Most of the contestants dueled with dull old
swords—slashing budgets, cutfing taxes, even
brandishing again the double-edged threat of
wage and price controls. The only hint of any’
new inflation-fighting strategy came from
Milton Friedman of the University of Chicago.

Friedman proposes a surrender of sorts.
Instead of trying to lick inflation, he invites us
to join it. Just inflate all things equally, he
says. Then, as after Watergate, we can get on
with the business of governing the country.

The idea ‘is appropriately simple for the
man who advised both Richard Nixon and
Barry Goldwater in the 60”s. But it’s no right-
wing simplicity. Much of what Friédman calls
‘‘indexing the economy’’ is already taking
place. .

Indexing the economy means hitching all
wages,- prices, and monetary values to some
standard measure of inflation, like the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI), and then letting go
the reins, '

Friedman calls his proposal a pain-killer,
not a-cure. But in Brazil, where the plan has
been”in effect, since the military takeover. in
1964, indexing’ is touted as the only way to
combine a holy war against inflation with the
endless crusade for economic growth: The
‘‘Brazilian solution’’ has created a permanent
state of siege for the working class, with real
wages shrinking like rations.

Here, the aim of the indexers is to ‘‘ex-
press all transactions that have a time value
in terms that eliminate the effects of infla-
tion.”” In every area of the economy, there is
an afftazing readiness to scrap the old free
market in favor of the indexers’ lesser evil—
‘‘impartial and automatic adjustments to gen-

eral price movements.”’ But the effect of an

indexed gconomy may be 16ss than impartial.
EABOR PLAYS CATCH-UP

This is labor’s problem. With inflation now
threatening to double the cost of living every
six years, it takes a lot of bargaining, threat-
ening, and striking just ‘to keep up. Real
wages in July were down 5.3% from the year
before. Yet Alan Greenspan, the President’s®
new chairman of the Council of Economic Ad-
visors, complains ‘of poor consumer spending.
It’s a problem: people who make less, spend
less. '

Thus cost-of-living escalators can look good
from both sides of the bargaining table. But it
wasn’t always so. Back in 1939, after a
decade of deflation, John L. Lewis of the CIO
said of the cost-of-living proposal: ‘‘It is
economically unsound, socially unjust; and
politically inwise.’’

After World War II, however, labor was
forced to change its tactics. With wage and
price controls barely keeping the lid on a
pent-up economy, President Truman, in 1946,
issued a directive allowing wage increases
only where they would not cause a direct in-
crease in prices. It 'was then that Walter
Reuther of the United Auto Workers fought.
for a ‘‘look at the books’’ af General Motors..
His own figures easily justified a substantial
wage increase without the usual pass-on from
GM. But the company resisted, cried wolf at
the door of American capitalism, and stone-
walled at the bargaining table. GM won. .

Two years later, with all controls off the
economy and inflation steaming at today’s
double-digit levels, the same GM manage-
ment surprised the UAW with an historic
offer—the first unlimited cost-of-living esca-
lator in a major union contract. Reuther
accepted, and the 1948 compromise offered
regular cost-of-living and productivity in-
creases for the union and the security to do
some long-term planning for GM. '

Since then, the popularity of cost-of-living
escalators has varied directly with the rate -of
inflation. In the early 60’s, the Steelworkers
accepted.a 3-cent ceiling on their CPI adjust-
ments, then dropped the clause entirely. The
UAW, +too, accepted an escalator ceiling -in..
1967—just before the onset of the Vietnam-
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fueled inflation. Three years later they had to
strike to get it lifted. N '

Now both unjons have unlimited cost-of-
living escalators, adjusted quarterly, and calc-
ulated to increase hourly wages one cent for
every equivalent rise in the CPI. Their mem-
bers are among more than four million work-
ers in the private economy covered by such
automatic adjustment.

+ ° However, among non-union and small-
union workers, the +total covered by full CPI
escalators is only 600,000. Overall, including
government employees, fully protected work-

_ers number just 10% of the work force. Some
of the rest are covered by partial or, limited
cost-of-living clauses. But it is this other 90%
that pays in full for that 5.83% decline in real
wages. These men and women bear the brunt
of this inflation, while those well insulated
with full CPI protection have more or less
made a trade, explicit in that first UAW
contract, of long:term safety for long-term
status quo. -

BIG MONEY SCHEMES

But this isn’t-all there is to indexing. Fried-
man’s pain-killing prescription has been writ-
ten.for.a.more.serious.illness ealled, i
tion,”” a new hybrid of inflation and recession.
The trouble now is that any traditional cure
for the one is a stimulant for the other.

By slowing down the economy, for exam-
ple, the planners are supposed to be able to
slow down inflation. But by doing so they
invariably put people out of work. The home-

_building industry is an example.

When the Federal Reserve tightens the
money supply (one of the textbook methods
for fighting inflation), interest rates rise. But
they don’t rise equally._ Pieces of paper like

easury notes and corporate bonds respond
the fastest, offering larger returns, and draw-
‘ing money from the real world of stocks and
savings \a€counts. But savings banks are the
main seurce of mortgage funds. When money
drain$ from savings banks, home buyers can’t
get foans. Houses don’t sell. Building slumps.

nstruction workers lose their jobs.

' Now the process has been complicated by
the indexing schemes of several big commer-
cial banks. New York’s Citibank came up with
‘‘floating rate’’ notes keyed to the daily fluc-

. tuation of U.S, Treasury bills. These .notes

started paying well above the legal interest
rates of any savings and loan, and they’re
rising still. Other banks  followed suit. Now
money is-flowing from the savings banks in
torrents.

So the savings institutions are fighting back
with indexing schemes of their own. One
plan, recently recommended by the president
of the Federal Home Loan Bank, calls-for
variable-rate mortgages. These would enable
the savings banks, with a. nod from ' their
federal and state regulators, to offer higher,
more competitive interest rates.

But the built-in cost for a home buyer who
accepts a variable-rate mortgage could be
enormous. If such a system had beén in effect

2%

A= o enen

i 1966, for examplé, ‘a monthly mortgage .

payment of $123 would have swelled to $148
two years later. Any new home owner who
accepts a variable-rate mortgage will have to
be protected with. a full-cost-of-living escalator
on the job. ’ _

But if .indexing works for an autoworker
and can keep him up to date with his
payments on the house, thére must ‘bé some-
thing in ‘it for the Milton: Friedmans of the
country. The answeris obvious—lower taxes.

. +at homé:r ~ < -
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As the income system works now, anyone
'kKeeping up with or getting ahead of inflation
will find him/herself spiraling with the up-
wardly mobile into successively higher tax
brackets, thus paying higher and higher per-
centages to the government. This is particu-
larly annoying to conservatives like Friedman.
According to their thinking, the government
causing this inflation with its unrestrained
spending is also reaping the benefit with
inflated tax revenues.

The argument is a personal one. Business
should have no such complaint. Argus Re-
search recently estimated that, while corpor-
ate profits have risen at a compound rate of
10.6% since 1969, the effective corporate tax
rate—thanks to loopholes like the oil deple-
tion allowante—has actually dropped from
43% to 34% in the same period.

Yet a bill introduced by Senator James.
Buckley of -New York, and supported by
Senators Proxmire and McGovern, calls for
indexing the incoine tax structuré to benefit
both businesses and individuals. Inventory
and capital gains would be deflated accord-
ingly, while personal deductions and income
brackets would be adjusted upward according

_to yearly changes in_the CPIL. Already Social
“"Security payments are tabbed to rise with
every 3% change 'in the CPI. The Buckley bill
would index government securities too.

What are the consequerices of an indexed
economy? Brazil is one case history. Accord-
ing to the Wall Street Journal, the rate of
inflation there under indexing dropped from
90% in 1964 to just 15% last year. But wages
declined even more. The ‘‘Brazilian solution’’
was no more equitable than the bureaucrats
who controlled it. Then, when barrels of
higher-priced oil started rolling ashore in the
first quarter of this year, inflation quickly
escdlated to 35%. )

Obviously, an indexed economy .absorbs all
price increases indiscriminately and bloats
accordingly. This happens without indexing.
But with it, the price hikes of an oil company
or the manipulations of a grain dealer are not
only passed on, but legislated as well. Where
corporations are strong and their pricing
power unchecked, they will have all the more
leverage to press for successively larger
shares of the consumer market. Marginal,
small, more competitive industries will be
forced out of existence or into conglomerates.
And prices, which are hardly the product of,
free market forces even now, will become
powerful instruments of rule. o

When UAW leaders sit down at the bar- .
gaining table nowadays, they invariably re-
peat that first request for a ‘‘look at the
books.”” They repeat it casually and are

. casually refused. Emotions have cooled since

1946. Neither side takes it seriously now. But
the demand is a good one and a winnable
one. And it is exactly this kind of alternative
to the wage-price spiral of inflation that is
fast becoming obsolete with the onset of an
indexed economy. )
Perhaps only in the minds of Milton Fried-

man and a few others does indexing amount
to anything like a theory or strategy. In
reality, it’s just a process. of incremental ad-
justments and reasonable compromises. But
this process may .soon prevent any industry-
by-industry approach to the sharing:of power.
It might just institutionalize inflation. And the .
war against inflation could well become a
permanent state-of siege in the name-of peace

~'%
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“They hold up half the sky”

Women in China

-

by Saralee Hamilton, Resistance NAM

and Judy MaeLean, Pittsburgh NAM.

“What'men can do, women can
.do,”” was the phrase we heard over
and over on our trip to China in,
_ May of this. year. China’s women
struck us as confident in them-
selves and optimistic about their
liberation; where things weren’t
yet up to their standards they still
felt progress was being made and
that they were improving.

Twenty-five years ago Chinese
women were legally obliged to
obey their closest male relative,

often their feet were bound,” mak-

ing them ‘able only to hobble
about. They were confined to the
house. Wife beating was common
and girl children were sometimes
sold into servitude by destitute
families. Because of the general
-poverty of the country many wo-
men spent years in pregnancy and
childbirth only to have -all the «chil-
dren, who represented their only
security in old age, die.

Now, all this is in the past, and
many problems -also faced hy wo-

men in the U.S. have been sdlved

_in China, too. Women in China
measure their progress from their
condition before liberation (the tak-
ing of state power by the Commu-
nist Party of China in 1949) and the
strides have ,mdeed been great.
Always gains have come from a
predominantly male-led Commii-
nist Party and women have organ-
ized within this framework. The
experience -of Chinese women has
tonvinced themi this is thé path to
their liberation —and it seems to be
true to this team of American
observers. As for things that we,
as American feminists, consider
shortcomings in the liberation of
Chinese women, it is important to
distinguish those  which Chinese
women agree are shortcommgs
and plan to struggle against in the
future (such as the lack of women
in top leadership) from those which
Chinese women don’t see as short-

comings at all (such as lack of ~

sexual freedom). By any criteria,
though, the progress of Chinese
‘women is impressive.

- PRODUCTION

Liberation through production

was the dominant definition of the
goals of the women’s organizations
and representatives- we -visited. Of-
ficial party policy has explicitly
called for the full participation of
women in all institutions of society;
to fail to achieve.this would jeo-
pardize the revolution. Women
must be brought. into industry, and
women’s work must be ‘socialized
for two purposes. First, ‘women
must become part of the workforce.
which transforms the world, draw
a salary, and so gain independence
from the family authority relation-

ships and a say in affairs outside”

the home. Second, women are an
important force: in Mao’s words,
““they hold up half the sky’’ and a
developing country like China will
succeed only if it can involve the
whole populace in industrializa-
tion. So bringing women into pro-
duction benefits both the women
and the whole country.

The heavy industrial units we
visited (docks, steel mill, oil refin-
ery, etc.) had between 15% and
50% women workérs. In Tientsin
we spoke t0.a womian who was the
first woman worker i ina steel mill.

. health fields.

‘““The old workers didn’t want to
accept me,’” she told us, ‘‘they
thought women couldn’t do ma-
chinery work. These wrong ideas

- go away gradually. The factory -

took eight of us for testing. The
women did the work well, the men .
comrades summed it up—women
are very clever and grasp tech-
niques quickly. Now, there are
1,307 of us at thie factory.”’

Chinese women receive equal
pay for equal work. The jobs that
are still considered ‘‘mén’s work’’

are the heaviest and most back- .

breaking —not the most highly
skilled. Since salary differentials
are based en years of werk, not
skill or place in the factory hier-
archy, women's pay is gradually
equaling men’s as women work
longer.

There are still more women than
men in education, sales, and in
Salaries in these
fields are roughly equal to those in
heavy industry. One area where
women’s pay seemed slightly
lower was in housewives. factor-
ies—light industry set up in neigh-
borhoods during the Big Leap For-
ward in 1958 and again during the

» Cultural Revolution in 1966. These

new factories had not been operat-
mg long, and they had been set up.
“using the resources available. The
wages were generally equal to
those of a beginning worker in
other workplaces which had been
initially funded more extensively
by the state. Still,. the neighbor-
hood factories seémed to -us very
pleasant places to work and. being

~ ~small™are very directly-vnder the™ =

control of the workers. As. they
grow and take on more complex
tasks, wages will probably rise.
One woman told us of her strug--
gle to become a worker in onhe of
the housewives factories. Before
1949, she and her husband were
poor peasants who migrated to
Shanghai. in search of work. He
worked as a tailor, but seldom
made enough for them to.eat two
meals a day. After liberation his
tailor shop was organized into a
factory and they got an apartment.
His wages then adequately fed and
housed a family of six. ‘*“When the.
women in the neighborhood set up
the factory, I made up my mind to
‘take part.;One of my kids was four
and one was seven, and that one,
there, wasn't even born,’’ she told
us. ‘‘So, my husband thought that
now his family income was not bad
and he could support the family.
This was .in 1958. He Wanted

-~

Members of the reyolixtlona}y committee of a Kwanchou sewing machine factery
Chinese women feel there has been steady progress.in training women for leadership
positions -although there is still much to beé done. The revolutionary committee serves

many management functions i in a factory.

N

keep me home to take care of the
children. But, I thought, I couldn’t
work in the old society and I want

to now. So, the neighborhood com-

mittee helped persuade my hus-
band and set up canteens and
nurseries. So all difficult problems

were solved and finally my hus-

band agreed with me.’’

Her neighbor continued, ‘‘When
she got her first wage, she bought
food, wine, and special dishes to
treat her husband. She said, ‘‘In
the past, you support me; this
time, I treat you.”’

This pattern of struggle, but
with an underlying harmony,
seemed characteristic of relation-
ships betweenr men and women in
China today. Since liberation, wo-
men have_been able to see them-

-selves as workers and producers

and not simply as consumers.

LEADERSHIP

Among intellectuals, we ob-

. served there were more men, but

the ratio of students in the univer- .
sity is now close to half women, so
this. situatiom i§ changing. The

who want it in neighborhoods and
workplaces for between 50 cents
and $1.50 a .month. Homes are
small and from our visits to- homes
we saw that Chinese men and
women take great pride in sharing
what housework remains_ in the
home. At one apartment we visited
the wife spoke to-us while the hus-
band cooked lunch. They seemed
eager to show us this arrangement.
Many people told us housework is
often organizéd within the family
according to who gets home from
work first on a given day.

CHILD-REARING

Most women in China continue
working after their children are
born. They get 56 days of paid
maternity leave and when they
return to-work they get a half hour
off from work each morning and
afternoon to nurse the baby who
stays in the factory nursery for the
next eighteen months or so. After
that, the child can go to either
neighborhood or factory day care,
and twenty-four-hour care-is also

place™where, C,hun;,se’_ women have ., . _dvailable. Of.course, a woman.may

farthest to go yet is leadership. All
revolutionary committees (equiva-
lent .to management in factories
and local government in communi-
ties) we asked -about had some
women, but only neighborhood
committees had half or more than
half women: In Tientsin, & factory
committee must be at least 25%
women to be recognized, but this
wasn’t the case- in other cities:
Still, there appear to be more
women in management and gov-
ernment posi@ons in China than in
the U.S. If there are few women in'
the highést positions in China,
there is an effort to increase wo-
men’s participation.

HOUSEWORK

A lot of housework in China has
been socialized. Workers can’ get
inexpensive, nutritious meals in
factory and neighborhood can-
teens. Day care is available for all

Woman worker in a Kwangchou sewing machine factory Such women receive equal
"pay for equal work.and 56 days paid maternity leave. Childcare is available on factory

pretnises or in neighborhoods at low cost or free.

Photos by Judy MacLean. _

choose to raise her children .at
home herself, and another popular
alternative is to have grandparents
care for children. This is especially
true on People s Communes where
day care is often set up only during
the busy season. We saw many
grandfathers as well as grand-
mothers in the parks with their
children.

Although men share child-rear-

ing chores at home, women are

still believed to be more suited_to

- this type of work in nurseries.
When we asked a group of women

in Tientsin.if men couldn’t learn to -
do this type of work, the women
said it might happen “in time but
they thought women could do it
better. Appdrently, bringing men
into women'’s fields is not a high’
priority. China has tried to build on
what was already available. In
contrast to Cuba, where the open-
ing of more ‘day care centers is

awaiting the graduation-of teachers

from four-year training’ courses, in’
China enough day care is available
by using people with experience
and then training-them for a short.
time. This has meant women.

THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN
THE SEXES

The Chinese believe there are
differences between men and wo-

‘men and some of the socialization

reflects this. Girls are said to be
more patient, boys more rowdy.
For special occasions, little girls
wear skirts, though all children
wear pants for everyday. There are
-men’s and women’s clothes, too,
but they are all practical and
women’s clothing is not designed
to be alluring.

When we told a group “of Tien-
tsin women how in the U.S. little
boys weren’t allowed to cry while
little girls were; .they rephed that
in ‘China all children learn to be
brave, but that-if a child fell, for

{Continued on Page 14)
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‘Hit 'em a_galn harder, harder!

- the future, it is in the interest of every. NFL player,
be he white or Black, to put racism aside .and fight
for the right of qualified. Black players to be quar-
terbacks. It is ‘very disappointing that the NFL.
players’. association has not so far taken a stand on
this important issue. -

by Paul Hoch

“Pro footballers on strike!’’ the sports editor
fumed. ‘“What’s the world coming to?’’ This js the
year ‘‘professional’’ football players joined gar-
bagemen, transit workers, dock loaders, teachers,
airline stewardesses, and many, many others on
the picket lines.

In thé seven years since the merger of the
American Football League into the National Foot-
ball League, and the demise of even token compe- .
tition for players between the two leagues, -football
players’ salaries have fallen way behind those of.
players in other sports, liké hockey and basketball,
where there has been player ompetition between
two rival. leagues. In rough terms, the .average
NFL footballer gets about half of what the average
pro hockey player'pulls down, and less than one
third of what the average pro basketballer pockets.

Probably the main reason why pro basketball
players have ‘been able to keep their salaries up is

WITHOUT OWNERS .

Then, too, in the football strike, as in ail other
strikes, there has been a strong tendency for the
battle to shift beyond wage demands, which
supposedly are the overt ‘‘issues,”” into an all-out
struggle over whether management or workers are
to have eontrol over the final product Dick Young
of the New York Daily News; who is perhaps
America’s most widely read sports colummnist (and
certainly one of its most establishment-oriented),
was quick to get the point. The real issue,_he rec
ognized, was who would control the sport: the

; ~ Lords of Football or the union—management
that the strong and unified NBA players’ associa- labor P gement or
tion, under the leadership of militant Blacks like _ One of the main i deologxcal obstacles to work-

Oscar Robertson, not only-got-the proppsed NBA/
ABA league. merger blocked in the courts and
Congress, but got themselves prepared for, effect-
ive strike action against any possible merger.

The football players’ associations have-tradition-
ally been made of far weaker stuff, and indeed the
NFL players’ association was only belatedly ‘‘rec-
ognized’’ (and partly organized) by the NFL
owners as a ‘‘sweetheart’’ alternative to what ~
would have been a single players’ union for all
sports being organized through the Teamsters by
former all-pro defensive back Bernie Parrish.
Indeed, one of the most active player organizers of
the AFL players’ association was Buffalo quarter-
back Jack Kemp who, as a member-of the House
-of Representatives, went on to be one of the most
rightwing hawks in the entire U:S. Congress.

One- of the most crucial ideological weapons in
management’s’ pacification arsenal is their ability
to use racism to divide white and Black players. In
the present NFL strike, you didn’t need especially

gaod -eyesight to notice .all .those..Black..players S
carrymg picket signs at training camp gates, while
many white vets (including especially a large
number of higher paid, glamor-boy white quarter-_ -
backs) marched into practice. The establishment Indeed, in-1890, in the midst of -a productivity
press seemed to relish giving -attention to this as- clause strike in the National Ledgue, the .baséball
pect of things, perhaps in hopes of turning a fairly players’ union set up its own Players’ League, run
united and solid players’ strike into some sort of . entirely by the union and staffed by almost all the
race war. It didn’t work. There was, in fact, except regular players of the old league. The National
for the quarterbacks, almost total Black-white League became what~ was politely called the
unity among the-strikers right to the end. Aside “‘sandlot league,”” or, more impolitely, the ‘‘scab
from the quarterbacks, what scabbing there was league,”” staffed almost entirely with rookies 6ff
came almost entirely from marginal players, many the sandlots and assorted scabs. The- other major
of whom. would not even have been in the-league league, then called the American Association, was
but for their scab duty vis-a-vis the strike.

The quarterback situation was peculiar in ano-
ther way, too. Though Blacks had prev10usly’ been
virtually barred from this position in the NFL in
the past, in the middle of the strike several clubs
including the New York Jets suddenly came up
with Black quarterbacks. This undoubtedly stimu-
lated fan. interest, especially in cities like New
York with large Black populations, and was used
to aftract people to the low-quality scab exhibition -
games. In effect, the ‘‘Blacklegs,’”” who had been
barred from -a certain job; were once again being
used with some success as strike-breakers. In
order to prevent this situation from recurring in

ers’ control over production in industry generally
is the myth ‘that management is supplying ‘‘their’’
machmery, and without ‘‘their’” machinery the
workers would be unable to produce the goods. In
sports like football, except for uniforms and mini-
mal equipment, there is obviously no ‘‘machinery’’
to produce the product. Theoretically, therefore,
there would seem to be no. reason. whatever why
the players’ associations could not simply rent
stadiums, sell tickets, arrange TV contracts, and

- benefit—without owriers. And the possibility of
doing just that has been under discussion, to one
degree or another, in virtually every football or
baseball players’ strike in recent years. -

players to the new Players’ League. In its—first
year of operation, the new league drew more fans

went bankrupt and ‘had to fold up ‘shop. The
reasons why this happened shed a good. deal of
light on the limitations of workers’ control in .any
one industry and the obstacles any players’ associ-
ation would face  in taking control of its sport
today.

The fact is that -even in 1890 other capxtahsts,
"including those who owned the banks and news-
papers, did not much like the idea of workers de-
serting a business and setting up their own. So the
Players’ League found it nearly impossible to raise
money. It could not get bank loans. More often
than not, its games received no- press coverage.

- What news there was of the new league amounted
to a new scandal ‘‘uncovered’’ every week.

In his book, Baseball: The Early Years, Harold
Seymour quotes a newspaper account of a players’
union meetmg The player reps are- reported as
dressed in .fur-lined overcoats—this in thé middle

headed canes, and smoking expenswe Havana
cigars.

Indeed, the press coverage of the recent NFL
strike was not very different. \Newspapers like the
New York -Daily News, day after day, in banner
headlines, lauded veteran scabis as returning her-
oes, and announced daily ‘that the strike was ‘‘on
the skids.”’

In other words, with capxtahsts in control of the

players’-controlled léague would be able to -get

. decent press coverage, no, less negotiate the sort_

" of multi-million-dollar “TV contract upon which. (in~

the absence of substantial bank’ loans) thé survival .

- of the new league might well ‘depend. This
- situation could change decisively only if workers in

Al

run the sport themselves for their own profit and ™

similarly decimated by a mass exodus of its top -

than both of the old leagues combined, and yet'

of summer! —with patent leather shoes, silk hats, "
w1th $5,000 diamond_stick-pins, gaudy rings, gold- <

mass medla, ‘it s far- from -obvious. that a new
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- Players Hit Owners

the ‘media, the banks, and “industry generally
began to take control over their industries too. As
a general- rule, dnd as the baseball players found
to-their sorrow in 1890, it is virtually 1mposs1ble to
long maintain workers’ control in any single- large
industry without. havmg workers’ control in all-
industries. There can be no significant islands of

-socialism in a sed.of capitalism. Nevertheless, the
movement toward greater players’ control in sports

can be a significant. part .of, and a psychologlcal
impetus toward, workers’ control in mdustry
generally g

ON THE TRADING BLOCK

On the surface, the main stumbling” block to
settlerhent of the present NFL dispute has been
the so-called ‘‘freedoni issues,”” which involve
essentially the minimal capitalistic ‘‘freedoms’’ of
workers in other industries to sell ‘their .labor to
whatever bosses they can get the best deal from.
In the context of the present football monopolies, ~
and the under-the-table agreements between NFL,
WFL, and CFL to -respect each other’s optlon
clauses {ngmg management an additional -year’s
option on the player’s services), the players have
more or less been reduced to highly paid serfs
bound to a particular feudal owner until such time
as he may choose to puth them up on the trading
block. .

Although in theory each NFL-player can play.out
his option year (at slightly reduced salary), and
then negotiate with whichever club will have him,
the awners have prevented even this limited labor
mobility through-an ingenious device known as the
‘“‘Rozelle rule,”’ (after NEFL Commissioner Pete
Rozelle who was the ‘first to wield this weapon in
the defense of the existing. monopely). Basically,

" the hitch was that if a player moved to another

téam after playing out his ‘option, his new- team
was obligated to give compensatxon in players
and money that was'satisfactory-to the old team. If
this wdsn’t satisfactorily arranged, NFL Commxs-
sioner Rozelle ‘would rule on the compensatlon he

felt_was necessary. vae years ago, Rozelle ruled
“that the New Orleans Saints would have to give up

their No. 1-draft pick for the next two years as

compensation for a player they acquired who had”~~

played out his option. It-was then the, option clause
became virtually a dead letter to players seeking a
better deal elsewhere -around the league. From

_ then on, it became obvious that even if the various

owners were so foolish as to compete for players,
the. league commissioner simply wouldn’t allow it
and would use the Rozelle rule to punish any club
that sought to buck the monopoly labor market.
The NFL dispute might have been settled (and
possibly will be_séttled) if the football owners are:
willing to accept the same sort of outside arbitra-
tion on compensation that already exists in other
sports. Of course, from the players’ point of view,
although this might be a satisfactory temporary
armistice, in "the long run théy must fight to

-oppose any compensation, any reserve or option-

clause, any limitations over, free - player mobility,
and ultimately -any’ ownér involvement ‘in the
control of the sport. The real goal, as even a Dick
Young can see, can only be players’ coftrol of
sports in the context of workers’ control over
industry generally. It’s still a long road. But the
players are moving ahead. #
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'SDS: Hope and Failure of the 6

¢

by Bruee Dancis

" Until its fragmentation in June, 1969, Students

for a Democratic Society (SDS) was the central .

force of the white New Left in the United States.
During the 1960’s SDS grew from a tiny group of a
few hundred members to a national organization of
nearly 100,000 peopl€é in more than 350 chapters
around the country. Its influence was considerably
larger, as SDS became the symbol of the' New Left
and the arti-war movement in the eyes of most
Americans.

Kirk Sale’s SDS'is a fine book, certainly the best
on the particular organization being studied, but
also the closest thing we have to an inclusive
history of the American Left in the 1960’s. The
book is filled with accounts of demonstrations and
debates, statistics on membership and finances,
evidence of government and university efforts at
repression, and numerous other kinds of informa-
tion that will be valuable as a resource to anyone.
interested in the subject.

But Sale has written something much greater
than dry, narrative history: he has made the
process of radicalization that was experienced by
so many young people accessible and comprehen-
sible to.those who did not take part in the Move-
ment in the 1960’s and he has forced those of us
who were involved to search our memories and
evaluate what we were doing. And despite the fail-
ures of SDS—its sexism and elitism being amorig

.the most obvious from today’s vantage point—its

accomplishments are clearly shown. Although

-Sale’s list is somewhat excessive in its pralse, it is

fair to credit SDS with being instrumental in gen-

veratmg opposmon to the war in Vietnam—an event

which led to a major defeat for U.S. imperialism
and the forced.rétirement of a President (Johnson,

not Nixon). In addition, SDS was centrally involved
in creating a new spirit of resistance to the -

. character of American capitalist soc”x/ety,generating

the growth of counter institutions, changing to

- various extents the face of the university, and

providing the ‘’seedbed’’ for the women’s libera-

tion moyement, although, as Sale .says;.this oc~. ... ..

curred ‘‘sometimes. . .as much by inadvertence as
intention.”” Finally, Sale has shown that SDS
helped create again a permanent Left in the
United States which in the 1960’s radicalized
millions of young people. This is not to say that
SDS was responsible for the growth of socialist
consciousness among students, but that it. moved
many people to the place where they are readxly
acecessible to a socialist appeal.

SEEKING THE REVOLUTIONARY AGENT

Especially valuable are Sale’s evaludtions and
summaries of the various theoretical and strategic
turns madeé by SDS and the shifting understanding
within the organization as to which social sector
was the most dynamic agent for change and there-

fore the most proper focus for SDS’ attentions. In -

the Port Huron Statement of 1962, SDS’ first major
document, the university was seén as both a base
and -as an agency for social change. Yet, in
subsequent years, spurreden by the growth of the
civil rights movement, some SDSers came to think
of the poor as the ‘‘real people’”’ and tended to:
denigrate work among college students. Although
there were critics of this new ‘‘cult of the ghetto’’
and the romanticization of the poor, these ideas
prevailed among many in SDS until the Berkeley
student revolt in 1964 and the escalation of the
Vietnam war in February, 1965.

Ironically, the war in Vietnam brought SDS back.
in touch with the campuses and led to an examina-
tion of the sources of the oppression that SDSers
themselves felt. The connection was made when
SDSers realized that the universities in which they

lived and studied were intricately tied up with the -

government’s ‘war effort—through research di-

" rectly sponsored by the Pentagon, providing re-

c¢ruiting space for the military and war-related cor-
porations like Dow Chemical, housing ROTC, or
giving class rankings to. the Selective Service
System at a time when it appeared that large
numbers of students would be drafted. People in
SDS began to analyze the changmg role of the
university and realized that studemts were being
trained to become the new managers and skilled
workers of the corporate economy whose political
system was continuglly escalating .its war on the
people of Indochina.

The draft resistance movement, in whxch SDS
played a vital part, was among the first o ‘explic-
itly make this_connection between fighting against

the war and fighting for one’s own freedom. This:

new understanding was expressed: theoretically in”

the concept of the ‘“‘New Working Class’’ devel-
oped by some members of SDS who were strongly
influenced by European Marxists like Andre Gorz
and Serge Mallet. This theory argued that highly
educated workers held jobs that were central to
the productive process and therefore had fo play a
central role in any revolutionary movement.

Sale gorrectly emphasizes the importance of this
theoretical breakthrough which gave students a
class analysis accounting for their place as a legiti-
mate revolutionary group, but he tends to ignore
its deficiencies, especially its elitism. The theory
perpetuated the practice common to the American
Left of finding one key sector of the population
which would then lead the movement, rather than
trying to see how ‘various sectors made up one
expanded and diversified working class and how
this class could overcome its differences to form a

- united movement. However, for all its faults, the

theory represented an attempt on the part of SDS
to develop an analysis of American capitalism
based on twentieth_century reaht1es\

Sale fails to give an adéquate-explanation of why
the theory of the new working class was so rapidly
cast aside by its one-time endorsers. No doubt the
attacks made upon it by members of the Progres-
sive Labor Party operating within SDS (who, clung
to the traditional Left notion that the industrial
working class ‘was to be the vanguard of any
American revolutionary movement) convinced
many people of its inadequacy. Nevertheless, this
by itself was no reason for the positive insights of
the theory to be discarded. Students, it would
seem, were still 'susceptible to guilt trips over their

relatively privileged position in society. In any
event, ‘the national leadership-of SDS adopted a
version of Marxism only slightly less dogmatic and
faulty than PL’s. Instead of looking at the indus-
trial working class as the. sole agent for revolution,
however, theories were developed which empha-
sized other groups, or a combination of them, as
the true vanguards: domestic minorities, led by
the Black Panther Party; youth, especially young
workers (narrowly defined); and Third World revo-
lutionaries, especially the Vietnamese and the
Cubans. As James Weinstein has pointed out
(“Weatherman: A Lot of Thunder and a Short
Reign,’”’ Socialist Revolution, Vol. 1, No. 1, Feb.
1970), by the time SDS splintered in the summer
of 1969, all of the competing factions had rejected
the idea that the oppression personally felt by
students was legitimate. All were now solely sup-
porting the struggles of other peoples. In the
months following the split, the various factions
went their separate ways, each failing to attract

large numbers of Tank-and-file SDSers. As Sale’

notes, although student protests certainly did not
end when SDS fell apart, the protests and the local
groups that sponsored them lacked the cohesive-
ness that a national organization could give, even
one as decentralxzed as SDS.

"LOCAL-PRACTICE
fSalé devotes a .good -deal of attention to the

. .organizational problems that.plagued SDS

throughout its existence. He recognizes that the
local chapters were virtually autonomous from the
national organization. and that there was -a wide
gap between the political consciousness of the
various national leaders and the chapter members.
Despite this- understanding,- Sale has written a
book that focuses mostly upon national leaders and
decisions made on the national level. Although he
includes a few case studies—such as ‘a brief
history of the Columbia SDS chapter before that
university’s uprising ini 1968—they do not give the
reader a particularly meaningful impression -of how
different chapters functioned. The inclusion of
additional chapter-oriented’ material would, have
made an already monumental effort even mare

arduous, but it would have enhanced the descrip-

tion of an organization like SDS.

Sale also neglects to analyze the locahst ideology
that was accepted by most SDSers, although  he
notes that following the break-up of SDS in 1969
local groups suffered because of the absence of
literature, inspiration, direction, and national iden-
tity that an organization even as loose as SDS
provided. =~ — - _

Sale faults the national leadership for failing at
various times to give direction to the organization.
For example, Sale criticizs SDS for relinquishing
its’ role as the clear leader -of the anti-war
movement after its April, 1965 march on Washing-
ton. While he is" correct in stating that most
SDSers-at the time tunderestimated the importance
of the anti-war movernent in building the Left, it is
unclear whether. the chapters- would have followed
their national leadership had it taken on such a
role. There are numerous casés in SDS’ history
where. plans for national actions were simply -
ignored by most chapters.

PL‘'S ROLE DISTORTED

Although Sale’s book is more than one organiza-
tion’s -history, there are problems with the way
Sale deals with other organizations. For example,
he tends to underestimate the importance of

- -~ < : ~groups-like. SNCC- (gnd the civil rights movement

as a whole) and The Resistance in influencing the
thought and actions of SDS members: More
serious is his treatment of Progressive Labor (PL),
the recipient of most of the venom the author has
injected into the book. Although PL was not a sig-
nificant force within SDS until around 1967, Sale
includes' a parallel history of it set off from the

. main body of the text by horizontal lines. PL thus

becomes somethmg like a sinister symbol in a
Hitchcock movie: we are continually being warned
that this seemingly innocuous and tiny sect. will
become a teirible menace later on in the story.
This is quite unfair because in many ways mem-
bers of PL and the May 2 Movement, a student
group closely alligned with PL, went through the
same process of redicalization as did SDS mem-
bers, although perhaps a year ahead of SDS.
Sale’s ‘antipathy to PL becomes so great that -he
falls into using a double standard in his criticism.
He mockingly castigates PL for its failures in
recruiting industrial workers into its ranks, calling
its ideology dogmatic and unrealistic. But when he
is confronted with an equally unrealistic statement
by a future Weatherman in 1969 to the effect that
the revolution has already begun and those who"
don’t get out of the way will be stomped on, Sale
comments: ‘‘It may have been delusory; but it was
real.”’ This is scarcely an adequate or fair analysis. -

One final criticism of Sale’s book is worth
making. He terids to make too much of the fact
that large numbers of SDS members and people on
its periphery thought of themselves as revolution-
ary by the end of 1968. Sale doesn’t seem to
realize how vague the word ‘‘revolution’’ was (and
is) and he fails to make a distinction between what
would most accurately be described as militant
liberalism and socialist consciousness. SDS never
became a socialist organization, nor was it ‘‘inex-
orably’’ moving in a socialist direction. SDS was at
best an amorphous collection of young people who
were willing to engage in direct action around a
number of major issues and shared a common
revulsion towards the culture and politics of the
United States. But socialism as a goal was seldom
discussed, except in the form of largely uncntlcal
praise for selected socialist countries.

‘These criticisms should not detract from the
enormity of Sale’s accomplishments in SDS. He
has made the events of the 1960’s come alive in a
manner which,” for me at least, is quite moving
and thought provoking. At the very least, he has
written the best history of the .1960’s: New Left to
have appeared. so far, a history: which socmhsts of
the 1970’s need to understand.
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Weatherman...
'Whither NAM?

ded as an open forum for debate on the impor- -

-tant issues we face in building a movement for
socialism in this country. \

by Michael Lerner

IT'S HARD NOT TO have respect for the

- tremendous revolutionary commitment of the
Weather underground. Driven by their outrage
and moral fury at the continuation of the war, they
were willing to take“the risks that their political
analysis suggested were necessary. Their intense
hatred of injustice led them to armed attacks and
bombings against symbols of American” imperial-
ism and racism. For four years they have managed
to evade police repression and not only survive,
but now create a book-length political statement,
Prairie Fire. It is this history of moral seriousness
and personal courage that still commands our at-
tention and gives the Weather underground contin-
ued.access to the media and an impact on the

- thinking of those who are discontented with
America. .

All the more reason to lament that as political
analysts and strategists the Weather underground

- continues to be a disaster. In their long-overdue

self-criticism, they admit to ‘“de-emphasizing the -

importance of mass work’’ and ‘‘mistaking friends
for enemies’’ —an understatement in the extreme.
The Weathermen were duly elected leaders of
SDS, the only mass organization the New Left ever
had. Three months after having been elected, they
dissolved the organization, confiscated its member-
ship lists (which they claimed involved over 80,000
people), and began to attack physically and spiritu-

" denunciations of ‘‘white skin privilege.

must know that terrorism has always functioned ds
a substitute for mass political activity.

There will almost eertainly come a time when
such a substitute is necessary, when the threat of a
mass movement for socialism forces the ruling
classes to introduce violent repression on a wide
scale, and when the above-ground work becomes
severely limited. When it comes here, many of us
will be happy that there has been a Weather
underground that has been building an under-
ground apparatus. But armed struggle ‘is not on

the agenda in the present period; and neither was -

it on the agenda in 1969. The Weather under--
ground has been consisterntly mistaken in its analy-
sis of the American present, and its insistence .on
armed struggle, while correct.in the long-runm, is
mappropnate in the present perlod It legitimizes
repression aainst the.Left.long before it has gotten

_ the attention and support of the potentially radical-

izable in America. And it'is only by getting that
attention and support that we can ever hope to win
the armed struggle.

Weatherman had an answer here: forget about
building a mass movement in America because
white workers are privileged and will not be radi-
calized; the majorlty we seek is the majority of the
world’s population, which we already have. That
response has been dropped, and we no-longer hear
’’ They

g

concede -that the industrial. proletariat will be,

neéded for the actual building ‘of socialism. But for
the - Weather underground, socialism is not the
issue. The old_censtituencies of the New Left are
still eentral to the present struggle, which is to
fight imperialism. For now, oppressed peoples,

ally individuals and groups thaf did not Bpree With ™~ | P Ay

them. This helped to create a permanent distrust
of national organization and leadership among

most New Lefters.
s Their redefinition. of militancy at the Chicago
Days of Rage and in subsequent bombings raised
the ante to a level that most people could not par-
ticipate in, far beyond .any plausible mass base.
They justified their new approach in terms of the
failure of the mass anti-war movement to make
any significant impact, thereby popularizing an
analysis that undermined the self-confidence of the
movement and strengthened the hands of the war
makers who (as subsequent Watergate revelations
now conclusively prove) were doing their best to
convince the anti-war movement of their power-
- lessness while privately believing the anti-war
movement to be an incredibly important political
threat. ;

L

WEATHER REPORT ‘THE SAME

While the Weather underground now speaks of
the need for an above-ground mass organization,
its strategic thinking shows little improvement
over the past several years. In Prairie Fire we are
told that our current situation is ‘‘particularly
suited to urban guerrilla warfare. , .We believe
that cafrying out armed struggle will affect the
people’s consciousness of the nature of the strug-
gle against the state. By beginning the armed
struggle, the awareness of its necéssity will be fur-
thered.”’ (p. 3)

The Weather underground claims to have tested
this theory. Their bombings, they say, -stimulated

~  ‘“‘thousands of politically-directed armed actions.’’
Yet there is no evidence for the claim. that these
actions helped advance consciousness of those not
yet convinced: nothing in the past three years of

above-ground experience lends any credibility to .

their claim.

On the contrary, such activity has helped weak-
en the movement in two ways. It has scared away
those who have not yet heard our- message, and
hence do- not yet understand why violence might
be epp,ropriate at some point. These people equate
the; movement with the bombings. And it has
increased the passivity of many well intentioned
movement activists who are encouraged to. accept
a mode of political activity where their primary
function is to cheer on the underground, set up

-.study groups about..imperialism, and guilt-trip
themselves about. not having the courage of their”
romantic Robin-Hood heroes. Though they claim to

. favor mass momment the Weather undérground -

wofhen, youth, ‘‘and other anti-imperialist forces’’ -

can deliver the. telling blows.”’ (p. 115)

ANTI-IMPERIALIST OR SOCIALIST
MOVEMENT? '

\

Here we come to a fundamental ambiguity: do
the’ Weather underground mean to use ‘‘imperial-
ism”’ as a code word for the present stage of
American capitalism (in which case why not use
the word ‘‘capitalism?’’), or do they mean, as they
seem to be saying on p. 179, that imperialism is
the feature of American capitalism that leads to.
the exploitation of third world ppeoples and flows
from the necessity of capitalism to expand? If the.
latter, then why try to root all of the other herrors

of American capitalism within imperialism? Having -

decided that the struggle between the U.S: and
third world countries is the crucial struggle in the
world today, .they are forced to show that this
judgment doesn’t denymportance to the struggles
against sexism and racism, or the attempt to or-
ganize the ‘working class. They do this by interp-

reting all of these as aspects of the antl-lmpenahst

struggle.- .

Why not see instead that all these have a
common root in capitalism, that anti-capitalist
struggle ‘is what logieally unijtes these various
struggles, and that only the toppling of the capital-
ist‘order will ensure the demise of its jmperialist
features? .

One- typxcal tesponse here is to warn about'

1)
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‘‘social democtats’’ and “‘reformism.”” The prob-
lem with an anti-capitalist movement, we are told,
is that it allows for the co-optation of demands into
reforms that actually strengthen the system. But
how does an:’ anti-imperialist movement exclude
these same possibilities? We have seen the anti-
imperialist thrust of the anti-Vietnam war move-
ment co-opted by liberal politicians. The nature of

‘the general demand, be it anti-capitalist or anti-

imperialist, cannot in and of itself guarantee revo-
lutionary purity. Even the demand for socialism can
be co-opted by Galbraithian state planners  to
strengthen the rule of capital. Only intelligence,
vigilance, and continued internal struggle can
defeat the persistent appeal of reformism.

THE ENEMY: CAPITALISM

Once we see that capitalism itself is the enemy
and that our struggle must be a struggle to replace
capitalism with socialism, the problem of finding
in the abstract the central issue or the critical con-
tradiction becomes less important,

The problem has always been that America's
ruling class is adept at interpreting the needs and
demands of the various séctors of the working
class and counterposing them to each other, so
that Blacks are fighting whites, men are fighting
women, and American workers are against workers
of other countries. Fighting racism and sexism in
practice must mean developing concrete programs
and struggles that help people see the reality of .
theit common. interests. That -message,- in turn,
must be tied to another: that there is an alterna-
tive—socialism—to the present order that would
be in the interest of everyone but the current .
ruling class and that can be achieved by the
struggle of a united working class. To be anti-

_racist, anti-sexist, and anti-imperialjst' in any real

way in this period would require the development
of programs that could potentially communicate
that message.

: SOCIALISM AND ECONOMIC CRISIS

The deepening economic crisis offers us that
very opportunity. We have, entered a new period,
quite unlike that described in Prairie Fire. While
the struggles for third world liberation continue
and déserve our support, a new factor looms of po-
tentially greater significance: the struggle between
advanced industrial capitalist societies. Already

Ahat~struggle~has«deprived-the~B-S—of -its indiss=-—

puted position of world economic dominance.
Limited both by. the success of the third world
struggles (of which Vietnam was the cutting edge
in the 60’s) and by the emergence of rival capital-
ist states, American capitalists must visit a sharp
attack on the standard of living” of the American
working class, and particularly on third world
people and women workers, an attack that took
shape three years ago and which is becoming more
pronounced every week.

The economic crisis has offered an incredible op-
portunity for the Left to be anti-racist and anti-
sexist in practice. Bourgeois politicians cannot ex-
plain or remedy the combination of political bank-
ruptcy witnessed by Watergate and the deepening
‘economic pinch that faces most Americans. For the
first time in our living memory- it has become pos- -
sible to raise the question of an alternative
ordering of the_society, and to explain how a
united movement. of American working people,
including minorities, women,. and industrial work-
ers as central elements, could actually build an al-
ternative that\would\ be in the best interest of
almost everybody. And we can show how the
battle against racism and sexism is in the self-
interest of the entire working class..

The challenge of internationalism is posed con-
cretely by such a program. A serious movement in
this period must- counter the attempts at national
econoniic chauvinism directed at Europé and Japan
by developing programs that show workers in this
country that- their best inferests would be served
by an internationally united working class offen-
sive against an- xncreasmgly mternatxonahzed capx-
talist class. It is this situation that must™ be
addressed, and here Prairie Fire has nothing to
teach us. In 1974 America, we are told by the
Weather undergound, “We have éverything to
learn from underdeveloped’ peoples.”” As a moral
exhortation to appreciate the beauty of the Viet-
namese culture, they are certdinly right, but as a
gulde for strategy in the current period they could-
n’t be more wrong Our enemy, and the enemy of
‘the Vietnamese, is not external, and nationalism is
not a revolutionary issue here. Our pro'letanat is
both highly literate and faces forms of, sophisti-
cated md,octnnatxon and co-optation that could
never have been real issues for the Vxeinamese
peasantry This is not American e;xceptxonalism,

for we do have a great deal to léarn ‘about strategy.
from-working- class moverments in J apan and ‘West-
em Em:ope. though ' “these workmg classgs are
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Two views of Death Wish

Street cr

by A. M. Eisensdn

In its fourth week at two New
York City theatres, Death Wish
grossed $92,696. The advertising
.copy for the film Teads ‘‘Paul
Kersey is going to kill three mug-
gers tonight. One for his murdered
wife, one for his raped daughter,
and one for. you.”” The advertising
is a pretty fair synopsis of the
picture.

Kersey, as played by Charles
Bronson, responds to the murder
of his wife and the maiming of his
daughter’s mind by traveling
around Manbhattan as an inviting
target for muggers, shooting those
who attempt t6 mug him without
regard for race, creed, or national
origin. The rate of street crime .in
New York drops, the police want to
find him, the D.A. doesn’t want to
prosectite. As Red Skelton said
after the funeral of Harry Cohn,
“If you give people what they
want, they’ll come-and sée it.”’

The presence of a star and some

foreknowledge of what a story is
about can be sufficient to get peo-
ple to see a movie. Once people
are sitting in rows in a dark room
receiving series of images and
sounds from the screen, the man-
ipulations of the film makers are
worth considering, and Death
Wish, the .story of -an urban vigi-
lante, is a very manipulative film.
Because it is successful in terms
of the number of peole paying to
see it and the applause at each
dispatch of a mugger by Bronson,
death Wish should be a disturbing
filtn'for those concerned with build-
ing a rational and humane society,
Death Wish incorporates the real
fear of violent street crime, ac-
knowledges the personal and fin-
ancial consequences of assault to
the immediate victims and those
who care for them, and makes
references to the decay of urban
existence .and the need fr space
for living.

Yet Death Wish is not a disturb-
ing film; even the cheers of the
audience may not be disturbing,
because of the very manipulations
of the film makers. The design of
the film is that of a polemical
cartoon, not an attempt to approxi-
mate reality.

‘The effect is not real or realistic,
as in the manner of The Battle. of
Algiers, but closer to surreal, yet
not quite as surreal as the rape and
murder sequence of A Clockwork
Orange. The effect of the visual
style of Death Wish is almost
comfortable. An audience can
watch it and know the world "does.
not logk like that, realize. that
Death Wish is only a movie, and
not be disturbed by the images and
sounds. We watch the film without
believing it is really about the
world outside the movie house.

The script is written and per-
formed in such a-way that we know
we aré€ in the presence of charac-
ters, that actors are reading lines
that drive the plot and set up the
attitudes of the story, but we never
feel we are watching people. The
cast, Charles Bronson, Hope
Lange, Stuart Margolin, and Vin-
cent Gardenia, among others, are
not lazy or incompetent in their
unconvincing readings. Just the
reverse, for more is démanded of
an actor who has to make a
cartoon-like role believable without
violating the style and intent of the

72> script. Again, this is comfortable

for an. audience. We know we’re in
a movie ‘house watching Charles
Bronson on a dressed set firing
blanks at another actor, not Paul
Kersey in Riverside Park shooting
a .32 round into another human
being.

.. If Death Wish is not a disturbing

film it is probably not a dangerous
one. If the story were told in a real-
istic manner, it might have been a
dangerous tale. So the Left, which

- tends to slap adjectives like revolu-

tionary or fascist on films, doesn’t
have to worry much about the
mass appeal of Death Wish. How-
ever, it may be time to respond in

. a programmatic way to the fear of

street crime that forms the premise
of Death Wish. An explanation of
the causes of street ¢rime is neces-
sary, certainly, but not sufficient in
a world in which there are real
muggers. , :
The Right is already responding.
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Attorney General William ‘Saxl‘)e
wants legislation that will put re-

_peating arrestees at the -top. of

court date lists. The Right is press-
ing for imprisoning habitual crimi-
nals, as well as their perennial
demand for more police with more
equipment and more license. If the'

* 'success of Death Wish at the box

office is to be taken seriously, it
means that street crime is per-
ceived as an issue at least to the
movie-goers in this country. -
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Dear Friends,

. .A comment about the Matles
book review in your September issue:
The thing that struck me in reading
the book was first what Steve Early
said, the shabbiness of not mentioning
the CP. But then I was struck by the
fact that-the exclusion of the CP didn’t
matter. It left nothing really unex-
plained because the CP acted simply as
trade union militants. Since it never put
forth a politics any different from the
left-wing New Dealers who shared
power in the union, the absence of the
cP from the history is unfair only in the
sense that it doesn’t give credit to the
Party for its hard work. But politically Jt
is the same as if there had never been a
CP. -
- Jim Weinstein
\

Letters.

s

ime & sexism

by Elayne Rapping
Pittsburgh NAM

There is virtually nothing in
Death Wish that isn’t morally or
politically repulsive, so I'll restrict
myself to a few of the most gl{ring
obscenities. First, this is a film' by,
for, and about men, in which
women are treated or, more accu-
rately, used in the most exploita-
tive ways. Although urban mug-
gings and rapes are a problem of
obvious and particular concern to
women, only the first crime against
the hero’s family—his wife and
daughter are respectively killed
and raped by three hoodlums—is a
specifically .sexual assault on a
female victim. We are expected to
understand that grief and anger
motivate Kersey to commit mass
murder, yet no*time or energy is

" spent developing this. No tears are

shed for his dead wife and no
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sympathy shown for his perma-
nently catatonic daughter. How-
ever she is dragged onstage peri-
odically throughout the film as a
mechanical reminderofthe ‘‘moral’’
justification for "the sadism and
violence which are -the film’s real
subjects.-

The hero’s lack of expressed
feeling is more than a matter of
sloppy film making or incompetent
acting: It is very much a part of the
image of masculinity that is crucial

to the film’s purposes. Kersey

never mourns, never speaks of his
wife or daughter, never misses a

Dear NAM.

At an age where I should be more
concerned with S.S. and Medicare, I
find my interests drawn to such move-
ments as NAM.

I have been obtaining your publica-
tion through my association with a local
youth collective (The People’s Town
Hall), but I feel I should become a sub-
scriber of record. Enclosed find sub-
scription application and remittance.

. Commenting on your publication, I -

find the articles well researched, well
written, and rational—the best ap-
proach to changes this sad society
needs. What is surprising: there isn’t
an active NAM Chapter on Long Island.
Ray Tallman
"Cold Springs Harbor
New York
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day of work. He is respected and
admired by his associates, in strik-
ing contrast to his son-in-law

~whose somewhat more believable

show of misery and helplessness is
met with contempt by his he-man
father-in-law. At first, Kesey
seems almost as demented as his
daughter, only coming to emo-
tional life with his first act of
violence.

The film’s ideological message is

communicated not through -logic

but through emotional manipula-
tion. The issue of urban crime is
not presented in a social or econo-
mic context, but in explicitly racist,
implicitly fascist stereotypes de-
signed to fill the audience with
hateful fear of all Black men and
young or ‘‘freaky’’ white men.
Kersey’s victims are either Black
muggers motivated by greed for
the white man’s dollar, or young;
bizarrely-dressed, scraggly-haired
whites behaving like homicidal
maniacs driven by sheer love of
violence. The barest hint of hostil-
ity and disrespect for one’s elders
is interwoven to remind people of
their own rebellious children or
those who caused all that trouble
in the sixties.

~The film creates the assumption
that what all these criminals need
is a good, stiff bullet through their
brains. Economic and physical
need are not recognized as the
cause of urban crime. No, no, it’s
just viciousness and greed. And it
would all be stopped if we could
just knock some good old fashioned
fear of punishment into their dev-
lish heads. That’s just what our
hero does. New York muggings
drop fifty percent and, in a thor-

‘oughly confused and ambiguous

ending, the police let him go on
the condition that he leave New
York. Kersey just picks up and
moves to Chicago, gun and all. -
Why are there no witnesses to
his crimes? Why does he suddenly
get mugged every day of his. life
when he had previously lived a
perfectly ordinary life as a success-
ful architect on Riverside Drive?
Why, why, why? It doesn’t really
matter, or it wouldn’t if people
weren’t ‘‘cheering Death Wish ev-
erywhere.” But they are cheering
it, at least in Pittsburgh, and it was
this aspect of the film that most
disturbed me. It’s able to win
audience approval of a zombie-like
hero who, in real life, would seem
a moron, a maniac, an emotion-
less, humorless bore, void of res-
ponses to preposterous events. The
audience was mostly casually-
dressed youth who would be shot
down on the spot if they were un-
lucky enough to bump into some-
one like him on a dark street one
night. Yet they seemed to love the
Bronson character, if one can
judge by the laughter and applause

‘that greeted each new killing.

~ The laughter wasn’t really-mali-
cious, though. To those laughing
and applauding it was just a mo-
vie, just a contemporary, urban-
izéd version of the classic western
we all grew up on. There were

good guys and bad guys and they’

settled their differences in the
good old American way of individ-
ual brute force. This American way
in business, in politics, in personal
relations is certainly not news. Nor
is it news that the ideological

foundations of bourgeois society °

are crumbling every day all around
us. And so, it should come as no
surprise that the owners and con-
trollers of the mass media use
every means possible—lies, distor-
tions, emotional manipulation—to
defend their shaky hegemony. It is
their historical role to grow vicious
and reactionary in proportion to
the threat they feel.:
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Puerto Rico:
of U.S. |

[istory
Domination

J

*+ by Johathan Brandow '
and Nancy Meacham
Middlesex NAM

HUNDREDS OF YEARS after the
introduction of European domination of
its economic and political life, Puerto

* Rico continues to struggle for indepen-

dence. The latest action on behalf of
liberation from colonial rule, the Oct.
27 rally in Madison Square Garden in
New York City, will address the plight
of Puerto Rico yesterday and today,
while promoting the final victory of its
people.

Under Spain, the colony served as a
mining and agricultural center, as well
as a military wedge against thrusts into
Latin America from competing imperial
powers. The combination of economic
super-exploitation and manipulation as
a military base larger than Guantan-
amo [Cuba] continues today under U.S.
rule.

National currents have always flowed
strongly in Puerto Rico. Although polit-
ical parties of the 19th century quickly
fell under the domain of the ruling
classes, the final decades of the century
witnessed the beginnings of open con-
flict beteen the ‘‘assimilationists’’ and
‘‘independentistas’’ within the Liberal-
Reformist party. Radical liberationist
trends were quickly smothered first by
the Spanish and then the U.S. apolo-
gists on the island. '

At the conclusion of the Spamsh-
American-Cuban War in 1898. Puerto

-swi = ~Rico was ceded‘to the United States as

booty. Two years later, the Foraker Act
relegated Puerto Rico to the status of a
classical colony: its governor was to be

Concomitantly, the Unionists, with
generous financial and political support
from- U.S. capital, jumped eagerly at’
the ‘‘opportunity”” of Puerto Rican in-
dustrialization—a feat -accomplished at
the expense of 2.5 million immigrants
to the U.S. mainland and the direct
control of virtually the entire Puerto
Rican economy by U. S. corporations
(whose profits on the island trebled
those available on the continent).

As a corollary to U.S. economic
hegemony, Puerto Rican cultural life
suffered severely. The result, as one
Puerto Rican historian has put it, was
the creation of a ‘‘nation of stammer-
ers’’ torn by conflicting native arid en-
forced foreign cultures, which pro-
duced a general crisis of identity and
alienation from traditional culture.
Thus, Puerto Rican social and cultural
pride was nearly demolished. Santa
Claus permeated the streets of San
Juan. )

The Nationalists experienced a brief
revival in 1950. First Albizu Campos
was released from prison. Soon after,
spurred by popular Nationalist resist-
ance, Lolita Lebron led four other Na-
tionalist militants into the U.S. Con-
gress, wounding a number of officials
with gunfire. Albizu Campos was jailed
again and the flaring movement died.

The second Nationalist upsurge re-
flected general dissatisfaction with the
liberal reform policies of the Populares
(Unionists). Learning from past organ-
izing experiences, radical Puerto
Ricans slowly integrated concepts of
mass struggle and class unity into.their
analyses. This lead to the founding of
the Puerto Rican Socialist Party (PSP,

1

meager protection against monopoly
control offered other states. A particu-
larly noxious outgrowth of imperialism
has been the attempted repression of
Puerto Rican culture whose art in all
fields remains in part crippled by the
pervasion of North American commer-
cial influences.

Puerto Rico’s economy is character-
ized by the absolute domination of U.S.
multinational corporations. Today,
these ruling enterprises exercise im-
mediate control over 85% of the island’s

" industry. Operation Bootstrap and

other imperialist attempts to augment
Puerto Rican productivity make U.S.
investments in the colonly immensely
profitable—and popular. Whether per-
sonal or corporate, investments emanat-
ing from the States are tax-exempted
for periods of 10-17 years. As a result,
U.S. investments have climbed to $1
billion. Most catastrophic for Puerto

* Rico, the growth of petrochemical,

chemical, and pharmaceutical subsidi-
ary ‘corporations, which today comprise
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extensive mining on the central-
western tract of the island. This pro-
jected enterprise engendering further
ecological devastation, has become
symbolic to Puerto Ricans of U.S. ex-
ploitation of the island. To provide stor-
age and refining facilities for minerals
and resources grabbed from Puerto
Rico and Africa, U.S. conglomerates
are scheduling. the construction of a
superport which would expropriate a
hugh land mass and ravage Puerto
Rican waters and countryside for the
convenience of Yanqui financial
ix}terests.

Employed Puerto Ricans receive
one-third of parallel American wages,

but are forced to cope with a cost of °

living 25% higher than that in the
U.S.—a direct result of forced Puerto
Rican trade with U.S. corporate inter-
ests. Only one-fourth of the working
class is organized, and many of these
belong to North American unions which
have characteristically reinforced the
stereotype of the patronizing U.S. in-

appointed by the U.S.. president; -its..—w-Rastido=Socialista>Puertoriqueno)sin - the-largest- blcck.,m:a‘mvestment,,-qie—w.-stmctor»and-the-Puerto -Rican- worker

legislature was subjected to congres-
sional veto; and its social needs were
evaluated on a par with the single
dlstant city of Boston, whose circuit
‘court was granted jurisdiction over all
judicial matters. The use of Spanish in
schools .and the study of Latin artists
were discouraged.

By 1917, the U.S. Congress decided
that Puerto Ricans living inside the
continental U.S. should have the right
to vote—their price was the liability of
all Puerto Ricans for U.S. military ser-
vice. (Fifty thousand were coerced into
defending imperialism in Vietnam.)

‘In 1922, the frustrations with U.S.
‘‘democracy’’ reached a breaking
point. The Nationalist Party; an out-
growth of the radical movement of Jose
de Diego, coalesced around the na-
tional issue. Emerging as the undis-

puted Nationalist leader, Pedro Albizu

Campos reached into the hearts of the
Puerto Rican masses and tapped a well
of sentiment against thé Yanquis and a
desire for the institution gf a free
Puerto Rico.

Sadly Albizu Campos and the Nation-
alists, for all their energy and oratorical
skills, failed to integrate their move-
ment into the- daily lives of the Puerto
Rican working class. Their platform
was devoid of any socialist content to
such an extent that, faced with repres-
sion during the Ponce massacre (fol-
lowing the exile and imprisonment of
Albizu Campos), the most massive po-
litical movement in Puerto Rico history
crumbled —stripped of its leadership,
lacking in a broad political program,
and vilified and distorted in the bour-
geois press here and abroad.

For the next twenty years, Munoz
Rivera and his son, Luis Munos Marin,
ruled the dominant Union Party, lend-
ing lip service to autonomist senti-
ments while stressing the supposed
advantages of continued contact be-
tween corporate U.S. and the Puerto
Rican people. Imbued with Yanqui cul-
ture and riches, they installed assimila--
tionist intelligentsia in the seats of uni-
versity and other institutional power.

1971, now the major liberation organi-
zation both on the island and on the
mainland.

In 1974, Puerto Rico continues to be
plagued by a multitude of social prob-
lems induced by American control of
the island. The colony’s political and

the power of U.S. capital and govern-
mental intervention. By virtue of its
status as a ‘‘commonwealth,”’ Puerto
Rico is still subject to the legislative,
judicial, and executive authority of the
U.S. government. At the same time,

+economic life is manipulated through ’

i

mand a relatively small work force and
are environmentally destructive.

Both factors naturally lead to soaring
unemployment, conservatively esti-
muated at one-third of the population
even excluding the 40% of all Puerto
Ricans who have fled their island to
search for an illusory economic sanctu-
ary in New York, Chicago, and other

- large eastern cities.

Two American corporations, Amen—
can Metals Climax and Kennecott Cop-
per (of Chilean notoriety and Rocke-
feller interest), have created an explo-

the island is not even provided with the _. sive national issue with their plans for
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lacking in intiative. The unions have
consistently acted to limit effective col-
lective bargaining.

Economic control is coupled with
political repression designed to crush
revolutionary activity and indepen-
dence-oriented movements in Puerto
Rico. Government court cases against
unions, dangerous political organizers,
and students are conducted as a matter
of course, a modus operandi of harass-
ment. Plans are afoot to. rewrite the
penal code devoid of the usual constitu-
tional restrictions imposed on the U.S.
bourgeoisie domestically. Firebomb-
ings routinely wredk havoc on leftist
Jpolitical centers, including vicious at-

~ tacks on the offices of Claridad (PSP-

sponsored newspaper) on three separ-
ate occasions.

POTENTIALLY, THE struggle for
Puerto Rican independence might
influence millions of workers in the
U.S. Even if the battle were not taken
beyond the confines of the Puerto Rican
population, a minimum of 75% of this
country’s 2.5 million Puerto Ricans will
be touched by the struggle. Many of
them will be radicalized by the spectre,

-unique in the Americas, of a colonized
people living inside the imperialist op-
pressor even while the battle for libera-
tion is fought by their brothers and
sisters at home.

Although it is inopportune, however
tempting, to speculate on a revolution-
_ary force of Puerto Ricans in factories
across the U.S. bringing the Puerto
Rican revolution to the U.S., it is an
often expressed vision of the PSP. The
reality of a mass of socialist workers
activated in one or more organizations
presents a real chance ‘over the next
few years to create a socialist alterna-
tive within the daily context of the

" American working class.

Capitalism has trapped itself by the
importation of cheap Puerto Rican
labor. It: has develpped a force within
the continental United States which will
most assuredly become radicalized as
the fight for Puerto Rican indepen-
dence continues.
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of sexuahty Sexuallty seems to
play a much smaller part in the
lives of Chinese people than it does
here in the U.S. We found some
aspects of Chinese sexual life ad-
mirable; we are critical of others.
To- say that women are not
viewed as sex objects, ever, is to
understate the case. Women are
glad to be fréed of Confuciys’ dic-
tum that they be ‘‘docile sexual
tools’” for men. A few years after
liberation all prostitutes were
given job training and had con-
sciousness-raising sessions where
they learned it was no crime to
have been a victim of the old
society. Today there is no prostitu-
tion in China. We never saw a
dance of play that had any conno-
tations of sexuality. Wolf-whistling
and other such, street activities are
non-existent, and rape is a thing of
the past. Women are viewed as
comrades and it seemed to make
_relationships at. work_that we o
“served much smoother than they
would be here in the U.S. There

1 French trade union federation
1 .. ...and Revolution
8 Mid-level Watergater

12 Vehicle builders’ union
14 An electronic meter used in audio equip-
- ment ’

15 Dialectically related to its parts

17 Non-material prize given to the student
who competes the best

18 Has a dialectical relationship, with the
outside

20 To shake or quake thh fear or awe, like

capitalists faced with a united working
class

21 Popular flick about Greek fascism

22 A fuss, often about nothing

24 The ability to communicate using
methods beyond physical detection

25 J.E. Hoover was this kind of man

~
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usually husbands and wives have
their own salaries and grandpar-
ents (who still live with their chil-
dren) have their- own pensions.
Divorce is ‘easily obtainable but we
talked to no one who had actually
been divorced and knew of no one
who had, so we assume it is rare.
Usually couples are reconciled with
help from-other workers, political
comrades, or neighbors. We won-
dered about this extremely high
rate of reconciliation since we as-
sume that in the majority of cases
it would be the woman who wants
a divorce.

This is all accompanied by what
we in the West can only call a lack
of sexual freedom. Abortion and
contraception, while widely avail-
able are ‘‘not necessary’’ for single
women. Couples are expected to
wait until aged 25-28 before mar-
fiage and then it is assumed that
everyone will marry and have one
or two children. There is no cul-

~

as a way of life; both Chmese

women and men thought our

(somewhat insistent) questions
about this topic were rather odd.
They always answered our ques-
tions. about single people who did
not live at home as questions
referring to the situation before
marriage rather than as needs that
would stem from choosing not to
marry. We must stress, though,

-. that Chinese youth do not appear

to be constrained or repressed by
this situation, and that everyone
we talked to accepted it as natural.

- Before the tour we had heard

from previous visitors that homo-
sexuality is treated as a mental
illness. When some of the mem-
bers of the tour asked the guides
about this, the guides had to get
out their dictionaries, and they still
had no information even after
translation. In China, things are
encouraged or eliminated by mass
participation. - That most people
don’t know what homosexuality is
leads us to conclude that theré are
not campaigns against it. The
Chinese are extremely reticent
about sexual matters and we “be-
liéve it is possible that most of the
population simply doesn’t know
what homosexuality or lesbianism
are. China is different from Cuba,
where the population is on the
lookout for gay people. While we
are critical that lesbianism is not a
possible lifestyle for Chinese wo-
men, we have no evidence that
there are Chinese women who
want it to be poss1ble "

Another factor is that a lot of

things that get labeled homosexual
here. in the west are acceptable
normal behavior in China. There is
much physical affection among
men and men or women and wo-
men. Tt is a common sight to see

two twenty-year-old men or two

teenage women walking down the

- street with arms about one ano-.

tural Provision for temainiiig single” ~ther. Weé niever saw a couple (malé
and female) like that. Our guides

treated us'the same way and it was
catching—by the end of the trip we
noticed two. sixty-year-old Ameri-
_can men from our tour walking
with arms about each other. But
physical contact among friends
(and this kind of closeness was also
used to increase communication)
does not have sexual overtones for
the Chinese. This constant physical
affection' also means China’s ado-
lescents don’t go through a period

* of no physical contact with anyone

between childhood.and dating.

We think it’s a mistake to label
these sexual attitudes ‘‘Puritan.”’
The other side of Victorian propri-
ety was .mistresses and prostitu-
tion; in China the lack of sexual
freedom hits both sexes equally.
China has eliminated the sexual
objectification of women as no
.other society has; it remains to be
seen if a human society can com-
bine this great. advance with more
sexual freedom for both sexes. The
Chinese, women and men, do not
appear at this time to see this as a
goal.

We should also mention that the
general supportiveness of a society
where everyone is trying to ‘‘serve
the people’” and the good, friendly
vibes in daily life meet a great
many needs for the Chinese that
Americans try to fulfill through
sexual relationships.
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26 Practical education

31 Between ready and go

32 ...giveup.

33 This country recently had a military coup
against an imperialist-fascist gov’t.

37 A Muslim athlete who refused to fight in
Vietnam

39 The sound of milk production

40 A tribe of Native Americans

41 The relationship between theory and the
New American Movement

43 Hitherand ....

45 The first jewels on the moon

47 A Marxist-Leninist organization dedi-
cated to the liberation of Puerto Rico

49 A techmique of silent assassination

52 A company competing with the U.S.
Gov't. Postal Service
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55 Necessary for either revolution or eco-
nomic production under capitalism- .

56 Rapists and muggers often do it. See 49
across

60 Headquarters for the first communist
_revolution ever made

61 All Hail Marx and Lennon! (If you can do
45 across or 81 across, you can do this—
they connect.) ,

62 Formal acronym for the Common Market

63 Leader of the junta in 33 across -

~ 65 When you're underground, you're on it

{i.e., SLA, Weather underground,.etc.)

68 We really ought to struggle until all our
racist, sexist, and classist tendencies
have been. . . . with.

70 French reflexive pronoun

A Freebie: LR

72 A Pentagon spokesperson

73 A relatively progressive labor union

74 An imperialist nation does it to a coloni-
alized nation

76 What one does as a result of incorrect or
uneducated political thinking

77 After one has been arrested, money paid
as collateral for freedom

79 To be, or not to be? That is the question!

81 Cornless Cobb; a leader in the diamond
field

82 Nowadays being rapped in China, he was
famous for what he said.

83 Prior spouse

DOWN

2 A fundamental implement of warfare
3 This socialist African country doesn 1 get
‘along well with Uganda
5 Modality of capitalist cultural mampula-,
tion; it’s electfic.
6 NAM says racial and sexual minorities
.can keep it.
7A wooly female, probably oppressed
8 Aural protuberance
9 They beset us all
10 A natural state of unconsciousness
11 A-river in People’s China
12 Country club in' Manhattan
13 YouandI , ~
16 Begins the formal txtle ‘of a British Mili-
tary Vessel

19-What we did when outnumbered, some-
times

23 A downturn, either in a road or an econ-
omy
26 A plan prepared for use on college cam-
puses in response to an escalation of the
Vietndm War
27 To steal from an unconscious person
28 Androgynous pronoun
29 We often lead our life in them; a feature
of a record
30 It'is nauseating.
34 Pitch
35 Despite the assassination of this nation’s
- leader, it recently won liberation.
36 A fnendly little word we see from time to
time, and here and there
38 Adequate
42 Internationalist minded citizens and
dockworkers forbid its import
44 Workmg-class person employed gs agent
of ruling class violence
46 Reading Railroad .
48 The largest meeting at a NAM conven-
. tion.
50. What.the whale did to Noah, but most
folks-never did it enough.
51 When collection agency comes around,
or the garbage collectors, don’t you get .

53 Indicating one thing that begins with a
vowel
54 Imiplement of women'’s oppression
57 Ruling class people really feel we have
bad... —
58 U.S. governmental agency that provides
us with various documents
59 A-quiet period between battles
64 If the FTA-IPC singer were twins, they
would bethe. ...
66 Having a feeling of freedom and light
67 To mark a surface finish
69 A woman’s name; also a whopper or
-generally any superlative event or thing
75 Number 109 was J.F.K.’s assignment
77 A popular Diddly
78 Often the first word in a sentence, ex-
pressing wishful thinking
79 The ratio of a circle’s cxrcumference to its
diameter

- 80 Hear. ..
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barely mentioned in Prairie Fire.

THE FAILURE OF NAM

If there are such wonderful opportunities in the
present period, why haven’t they been developed
by the Left? It is useless to blame the Weather .
underground; it falls squarely on those of us who
have been calling for an aboveground mass
movement. NAM, for instance, must be seriously
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criticized for its failure in this period. Formed to|
be just this kind of catalyst for a mass movement
around the developing economic crisis of capital-
ism, it has completely failed to reach or stir the
imagindtion, frustration, or radical potential of the
American people.

There are two sets of excuses typically offered,
both unacceptable. Some people have argued
NAM didn’t have any clear idea of what to do, and
is only now developing programmatic ideas. This
is false. At its founding convention the founders
proposed that all chapters work in a unified way
around a program of economic crisis. That pro-
gram called for NAM to publicly lead the struggle
.against the ruling class’ attempt to place the |
burden on the working class. NAM was urged to
lead demonstrations at supermarkets against the
rise in prices (12 years later a national meat boy-
cott developed spontaneously, but in the absence
of a coherent national organization to give. it lead-
ership or direction, it quickly sputtered out).
Another part of the program called for NAM to
demonstrate and disrupt at meetings of the Wage/
Price Board, thereby creating attention for NAM
as the spokesgroup for those who were not content
with the national charade.

Had NAM done that, it would have been in the
position this year to call (in its own name, and by
itself, and around the explicitly socialist demand of
'socialization of the oil companies) and organize
national demonstrations around the oil crisis. By
now, NAM could have established itself as the
organization for opposition to bourgeois economic
policies, comparable to the Mobilization Com-

cal analysis and program than the Mobe ever al-

lowed itself.
Others have argued that NAM couldn’t do it

- 1b Ohlsson

PG&E

[Continued from Page 5}

PG&E'’s efforts to defeat the initiative will also be
hampered by a campaign spending law that limits
their expenditures to $7,500. They’ve challenged
this law in the courts and have obtained a. prelimi-
nary injunction that allows them several weeks of
unlimited spending to argue against the initiative.
They’ve used the time to place numerous ads in local,
newspapers comparing PG&E rates favorably to
those in other cities. .

The initiative is being sponsored.by the Commit-
tee for Public Power, a group that includes members
of Berkeley NAM. This Committee has already won
an important victory in its campaign: it pressured
the-Berkeley City Council into dropping a proposed
ballot initiative that would have confuséd the issue
of municipalization. That initiative, would have said
that if voters favor munlcxpalxzatlon it would have to
be financed either by a'decrease in cify services or
by arise in taxes.

The municipalization carhpaign in Berkeley is one
part of a national movement against utility compan-
jes that has grown dramatxcally since the energy
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because. it was too small and 1ns1gmf1cant False.
Just as the nucleus of the anti-war movement was
extremely small at first, but. built itself by engag-
ing in action and program that called attention to
its political analysis, so NAM could have become
significant by taking itself seriously and acting ac-
cordingly. The fact is that NAM’s growth has been
retarded by its failure to act publicly, Joudly, and
coherently on a national level. Hence, ‘three years
after these proposals were made, NAM still claims
to be too weak, and even now éschews any coher-
ent national program to mobilize and speak for
those sectors of the working class fed up both with
the politicians and with sellout union leadership.
NAM’s position is self-fulfilling: it will never be
strong enough, because it does not engage in the
kinds of actions or programs that would call it to
the attention of those who are potentially its' con-
stituenicy. Further, NAM will never transcend its
present class composition and become more repre-
séntative of the working class as a whole as long
as it refuses to create a national program that
reaches the .attention of those sectors: they will not
be recruited by NAM newspapers or leaflets, but
only when they start to hear about NAM and
NAM’s activity from non-movement sources.

It is not ‘the strategy that is lacking, not the
vision of what needs to be done, not the absence:
of objective conditions or subjective awareness of
the problem on the part of the proletariat; it is the
willingness of NAM or any other Left group to
play a rational, national, confrontational, and .

- politically intelligent role. Such a force could
create a serious mass movement in two to three
years. ’

It is the failure of NAM and other leftists to act
that gives renewed credence to the Weather
underground: at least they have thé courage. of
their convictions. Yet, -on a deeper level, we may

find. an essential afffnlty between. the spirit of

\

cn§l§ O naﬂvN‘QyV‘York,,_..
~Aoma upstate town of 14,000, approved a bond
issue to take over the local facilities of the Niagara
Mohawk Power Corporation. In other cities, a wide
variety of organizations are fighting rate increases or
‘demanding a complete restructuring of the rating
system. In the future, this utility movement could
develop a national strategy focusing on a demand for
public ownership and democratlc control of the
entire energy industry.

’

NAM and the spirit of the authors of Prairie Fire.
The Weathermen became popular because they
expressed the feelings of powerlessness  and frus-
tration -widespread in the Left, -a feeling that has
been shown to be irrational in its core. In 1969 the,
Left was having an enormous impact on the con-
sciousness of the country at every level: on the
campuses it was reaching hegemonic proportions,
and in the rest of the country it was creating in-
credible turmoil and re-evaluation of attitudes. At
the very moment of our power, we felt ourselves to
be most powerless. The Weather underground,
NAM, and the rest of the Left share this pathol-
ogy: an inability to see deep tendencies and possi-
bilities, an inability to transcend the given, an
immersion in empiricism at its worst; and -a deep
conviction that they will always be powerless.
Whether we give -a psychological or a’ class
analysis. of this deep sense of powerlessness, it is
pervasive and is the single most important irhmo-
bilizing factor ,in the Left. Instead of seelng the
potential- of the moment, they become bufied in
the actual of the moment, hence overly impressed
with their faQures—“Aﬁer all, we. haven’t yet
stopped the war in ’69, much less made the revo-
lution yet,”” or ‘‘We haven’t yet. developed a
working class movement in 1974.”’
I do' not mean to deny the reality of powerless-"
.ness. In*every situation up till the moment we
have actually taken state power it will be possible
to look at our reality from that perspective and
correctly point out that we don’t yet kave real
power. Rather, I mean to suggest that a dialectical
method requires the ability to see how powerless-
ness can be transcended. And revolution requires
revolutionaries who are. capable.of making that
transcendence. It is that lack of vision that still
~keeps the Weather, underground from seeing” how
an American workmg class could-be a creative and
central part in the revolutionary struggle (‘‘After
all, theyzeé not in motion now,’) and it is this
same kind of lack of vision that\keeps NAM and
.other Left groups from emetging as a serious polit-
ical force in the national political arena. -

~
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Eastover, a subsidiary of Duke Power
Company, the nation’s sixth largest
utility corporation (and a growing cor-
porate empire in certain southeastern
states).

In its strike settlement concessions,
the .company agreed to reinstate 59°-
strikers who had been -fired- in mid--
summer. In addition, the company
agreed to terms of the UMWA'’s cur-
rent national contract for the 180 work-
ers at Brpokside and nearby Bailey’s
Creek mines: And the company agreed
to sign the union’s ‘national contract at
its other operatlons where workers vote
to join'the UMWA.

Eastover also agreed to sign the 1974
national UMWA, contract when, it is
completed, and conceded to the Union
on local mine safet)l' issues. -

The UMWA conceded to continue
Brookside and Bailey’s Creek mine
operations_even in the event of a na-
tional UMW A strikethis Nov. 12, when
the current hational contract expires.
However, in ‘‘Bloody- Harlan’’—a
name earned from fierce miner organ-
izing struggles in the 30’ s—the histori- -
cal militancy of local rank and file
leaves their participation in the event, of
a national strike iri November an open
question. And UMWA vice-president
Mike Trbovich told the somewhat dubi-
ous new Local 1974 that, ‘‘This is in. no
way to be interpreted as a no-strike
cladse.”™ -

It is significant that the so-called
“no-strike’'* agreement was the only
concession that Duke Power insisted-
upon in settling a strike which had
closed down their ‘operation for 13
months and which had become ex-
tremely damaging to their public image
as well as'to their finaficial operations.

‘As the United Mint~Workers=stiike~
date approaches, big coal users, mainly
electric utilities, are frantically trying
to build up coal stockpiles. There is
widgspread corporate fear. of the im-
pending strike since utilities are not the
only users ‘of coal. **A coal strike would
shut down the. steel industry over-
night,”” bemoans Frederick C: Jaicks,
chairman of Inland Steel Co. and head
of the American Iron and Steel Insti-
tute. Some major producers have less
than 20 days of metallurgical coal on
hand.

Y

.of 50 armed thugs. These scabs were
) reported in the Harlan Labor News to
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The auto industry would also suffer
badly General Motors, for instanee,
has coal-fired power houses at 40 of its
110 domestic plants.

YEAR OF THE COAL MINER

UMWA president Arnold Miler, as
well as tens of thousands of the union
miners working in the Appalachian soft
coal fields, know that 1974 —an approp-
riately symbolic local union number for
Brookside miners to take—is ‘‘the year
of the cbal miner.” In the words of a
25-year-old mine mechanic at Nema-
colin, Pa., ““We’ll never get another
chance like this in mylifetime. If we
don’t get it this year, we'll'never get
it.”’

Thé Brookside strike was the longest
strike ever in Harlan,- although that
county has lived through some of the
most militant struggles in American
labor history, The strike began when
Brookside miners voted out the com-
pany union, the Southern Labor Union,
and voted in t.he UMWA on July 26,
1973.

The agreement reached Aug. 29 was
hailed as a major victory by UMWA
president Miller, who has considered
Brookside the key to unionization of
coal-rich Harlan County. Eight weeks
earlier, miners at Highsplint, another
Eastover Mine in Harlan, went out on
strike in sympathy with the Brookstde

a Highsplint company . foreman, Bill
Brummer, who fired a shotgun into
Jones’.head at close range. Jones suf-
fered extensive brain damage and
never recovered consciousness before
he died Aug. 28. Jones’ death started
the chain of events which let to the
settlement on Aug. 29. The shooting
occurred the week before and the pub-
lic outrage it aroused prompted Duke
president, Carl Horn, to finally dgree to

strikers. . meet in Washington, D.C. with UMWA
. representatives and federal -mediators

VIOLENCE AND DEATH on Aug. 28.
In recent months, Duke Power, ' ‘

tﬁrough its Eastover subsidiary, esca- CLASS UNITY
lated its attacks on the strikers by call-
ing in Kentucky state police to break

picket lines and by hiring a contingent.

In spite of the tragedy, or perhaps as
an aspect of its unifying qualities, the
militancy and unity which character-
ized the Brookside strike was an inspi-

\% beepam;lrde o¥eki > ; o
pany for this jo h’ey"broke-through-
pickets by formmg armed car caravans
and speeding through the line- with a
volley of machine gun fire.

Highsplint and Brookside miners had
been sleeping on the floor for two
months because of a series of midnight
raids. On Aug. 8, the home of the local
union president, Mickeéy Messer, was
riddled with nearly 100 rounds of am-
munition.

Brookside miner Lawrence Jones,
22, was shot and critically wounded by

wives, daughters; sisters, andmothers,
the co-producers and co-workers in this
struggle —took over the picket lines last

ited the numbeér of pickets. They were
able to keep the mine closed despite jail
sentences and court contempt charges.
Again this year at Highsplint the wo-
men were able to keep the picket lines
closed when the 50-man good squads
started their second week of terror.
this strike lost, we’d all have to leave

; lyg_ee e o - l_

year when a court injunction had lim-

“If-

Photo by Jim Trammel

Harlan County,’’ explained one woman
in the Harlan struggle.

An Aug. 22 Brookside support rally
was in itself an inspiring example- of
working class solidarity. One spokes-
person from the Defend the Right to
Strike Committee, a group of rank-and-
file steelworkers from Chicago-Gary
steel mills, asserted, ‘‘We’re waging a
struggle against the steel companies
just like you're waging a. struggle
against Duke Power.”’

In addition, there have been major
leafleting, publicity, education, and or-

‘ganizihg campaigns-in most Appalach-

ian states, particularly North Carolina,
where Duke Power operates most of-its
utilities. Successful community organ-
izing campaigns supperbedthe. sk

miners,_ and forced the State Utilities
Commxssxon to refuse a Duke Power
rate increase of 17% It was the first

fuse¢ Members of the two North
Carolina NAM chapters, C.P. Gilman
and Margaret Sanger, were both inte-
grally involved. in organizing commun-
ity-based groups and coalitions for

rate increase fights, in generating tre-
mendous strike support and publicity,
in building communications networks,
and in organizing several busloads of
North Carolina people to attend a mass
hearing and support rally in Harlan last

February. It was a people’s victory and ]

a worker’s victory. N

i
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Rhodesia can enter the country through.

intermediary -countries. He gave a
presidential endorsement of the Equal
Rights Amendment. His offer of partial
. amnesty to deserters and draft resist-
ers was designed to defuse what's left
of anti-war sentiment. (See story, p. 3.)
The pardon for Nixon was also de-

,.
Sanders,. Milwaukeé Journgl:

signed to Sooth the conservative wing
of the ruling class. They have been
embittered by Nixon’s defeat and.
Ford’s gestures to the liberals, and
they have implied the possibility of
withdrawing their support in 1976.
Nixon’s pardon would probably have
been enough to satisfy the conserva-
tives, but Ford was also motivated by
the same .impulses that led Nixon to
begin the coverup. Next to the Vietnam
war, Watergate has been the most di-
visive political event of the last. forty
years. By preventing Nixon'’s trial Ford
hoped finally to move Watergate fronr

wounds. -

. But a pardon for Nixon would not
stop the trials of top aides Erlichman,
Haldeman, and Mitchell. They would
certainly turn the spotlight back. to
Nixon and Watergate again. So Ford
tested public sentimerit for their par-
dons.

He has uncevered the tip of an ice-

- berg of popular opposition. Ford was

‘““Ah. Fresh meat.’’

center state. Then time could heal the -

'1

- Pardon my blooper

met by an angry and militant crowd in
Pittsburgh at his first public appear-
ance after the pardon announcement:

Ruling class opposition to the pardon J

was quickly voiced through liberal
Democrats and Republicans who would
prefer to save the system by letting
Nixon ‘‘swing slowly in the wind’’ and
show that there is equality under the
law in this land of liberty.

SYMBOLIC GESTURES will not be
enough to unite the country politically~
behind any element of the ruling class.
The basic problems of inflation and re-
cession. are not addressed by Ford's
program for unity. Watergate will. not-
be forgotten as long as working people
here remain trapped economically and
are dubious that the government cares
about their problems.

Ford, of course, has 1o genume rem-
edy for the economy. Though he
promises to lick inflation by the Bicen-
tennial, his program so far is wait and
hope. Meanwhile, he resists wage and
price controls because they hurt some
elements of the business community —
not because they hurt working people.

Without a program designed to meet
people’s real needs, Ford was forced to

choose between Jaworski’s justice and § -

renewing the coverup. In either case
the crud would rise to the surface

again. It was only a matter of time. J




