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Taxi Rank and F:le -
Gams Ground

Editors’ note: in New York City, tens of thousands of
working peopfe__ -« women and men, white and third

world, yourig and old -- earn their livings-driving taxi’

cabs. It's a tense and dangerous occupation; wages
are low: the chances, of advancement are zerc. These
conditions help explain the su¢cess of Taxi Rank and
File Cadlition (RF), an indepéndent, socialist organi-
zation of workers in the taxi industry. RF puts out a
monthly newspaper with-a circulation of over 10,000,
The Hot Seat, sponsors social and cultural events for
taxi workers. and spearheads the- fight against the
day-to-day oppression and harassment taxi drivers
face. This fall. after four and d half years of struggle.
RF won a stunning victory in union committee
elections. The following is an interview with John
Welch.-RF activist and. member of the. N.Y. Mets
chapter of NAM. -

by Barbara” Ehrenreich, Metropolis NAM

NAM Pz;per: How do you explain R&lFfs vic-
tories in the September union elections"

John Weleh: I'm surprlsed ‘myself. There was a,
time last year when the union systematlcally
tried to crush R&F. Elias Rick [a taxi unien
V7P] told us, “We're going to wipe you out of
the industry.” R&F people were fired all over and
our committees were broken up. But then in
September we ran in -committee elections it
eleven garages and came in first in seven. [The
person who comes in first is the shop steward.]

The ones we didn’t win we came "in “second or .

third.

For example, in one garage the R&¥F: candidate

is a guy who was smashed in the last election and
has been beaten up a few times. Well, he beat the
union machine in this garage -- two to-one. That
freaked out the union because- they figured, this
garage was one of their strongholds

NAM paper: You talk as'if you were fighting the
union as well as the bosses.

Welch: In most garages the union is practically
invisible. Like in my garage, I'm a steady full
time driver, I've been there since June, and never
met my shop -steward. By and, large people feel
like the union just steals thejr dues and gives

them nothing in return..Mostly the union leaders_

ship -- the people who sit downtown in an office --

- Lincoln Detox
Fights. for Life

Last month we featured an article on' the
problems of Methadone treatment for heroin
addiction. That article was written in part by the
staff of Lincoln Detox,a community-basec treat-
ment center in the predominantly Puerto Rican
section of the South Bronx, which uses political
education rather than methadone to cure ad-
diction. On Septermbér 24, staff workers from
Linicoln Detox took over the offices of the Health
and Hospital Corporation to prevent the closing:
of their center. The HHC want to fire the exist-
ing staff -- mostly ex-addicts who have close ties
with the community. The firing is part of a larger
program of cutbacks .which are supposedly re-
quired by the financial ‘crisis in N.Y. The demon-
strators won a temporary victory: a court order
prevented HHC from closing the center for at
least three weeks, and HHC agreed to some of
the staff’s demands. But the future of the pro-
gram remains in doubt.

those ¢ guys shew up and act like-a kind of an arm
of the boss.

Let me give you an example from last week, at
the Eden Flushinig- garage where Lester [a
member of R&F and NAM] works. Lester was a
shop steward for all Iast year. This garage. had a
group of very radical, Latin inside workers and
all last year they were Lester’s solidest base of
support. [Inside workers pump gas, repair cabs,
and do towing.] Whenhever he wanted to shut-the
garage down for something like, say, harassment
or bribe-taking by the dispatchers, these inside
workers would immediately shut the gas pumps
and the whole garage would stop. Or they would
do a safety check and discover that almost every
car had bald tirés or faulty brakes and close
down the garage this way.

Now Eden was shuttirig down its, Brook}yn

- garage, SO this gave-them an extra set of inside
wotkers who the bosses decided to ship up to
Flushing to replace the radical ones there-So to

\ eand more . . .

- .NAM Paper:

Inside: | ™\
oFighting utility rate hikes
eCountry music -
¢AFL-CIO convention
eNew TV season

.

do this they called~up Charlie Bono, the union
vice president in charge of Queens, and Charlie
comes up to Flushing to announce that the
Flushing workers. are to be fired.

-

Why would Bono, as a union
off1c1al do this for the company?

Welch: It's easier for the company to have a

union official break the bad news. Besides,

Charlieowes them favors. That’s how it works in

the taxi industry.

~ Toget back to last week. The Flushing inside

workers and R&F people spread the word to
~strike -- and remember this is pretty difficult,.

continued on page 2

Joe Hughes Tells His Storv

SR g

by Maggle Patteraon Plttsburgh NAM

Joe Hughes flew into Saigon April 16 against a
rushing tide of other Americans fleeing the city
with their South Vietnamese collaborators.

With the city under imminent attack, tension
was -drawn taut in a web of barbed wire. Two
weeks later, Joe stood an anxious watch at his
apartment window while a mile away white flags
blossomed from government buildings and Gen.
Duong Van Minh surrenderéd quietly in the
Presidential Palace. :

-
-

“‘Incredible,” Joe thought when the victorious
troops finally appeared in the streets below. The
dashboards of their jeeos and their motorcycle
handlebars "were strewn with flowers. The guns
were down. and so was the level of fear.

Joe Hughes had been-called to.Saigon by his
brother Ditk. who founded the Shoeshine Boys
Foundation there in 1968 shortly after arriving
as a free lance journalist. Dick had decided to
stay while the six homes he had run for 250 street
children in Danang-and Saigon were phased out
and taken over by the Provisional Revolutionary
Government (PRG). He had wanted Joe-to carry
word of his safety back to the family in Pltts
burgh.

But Joe would not miss the chance to witness
the historic change he had- been waiting for
through years of antiwar activity in the U.S. He
stayed in Saigon through the middle of August.

With news reports about the riew regime
slowed to a-trickle, Joe has become somewhat of
a celebrity with the local media since his recent
return to Pittsburgh. As an American tourist in
Saigon, he watched reorganization efforts spring
up in his own crowded urban neighborhood. He
befriended a number of the 85 North Vietnamese
soldiers who took over rooms evacuated by
Americans in his apartment building, and shared
their stories of war and victory.

“We stayed inside on—the day of liberation
because we didn’t know if there would be a fight
or what the extent of anti-Americanism might
be. We were very big, whlte and American and a
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lot of people were wandering around with guns.™
Joe recalled.

No Bloodbath

About noon on April 30 Radio Saigon fell
silent, then-quickly returned to the air as Radio
Liberation and issued a promise of no reprisals
and a call for students and workers to return the
next day to their jobs and classes. Loudspeakers
on the street told the people, ‘Do not worry. You
will be well treated.”

The widespread theory of a bloodbath went
quickly down the drain, Joe said, and celebra-
tions- soon sprang up instead. :

He recalled a stdry about a re-education class
b—eing “held. for South Vietnamese who had
worked for the Americans. A leader assured the

continued on page 10
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‘taxi rank & file,

continuved from page 1 \
because there are maybe 400 workers in a giver
gdrage and there are two shifts and a fair number
are part-time. And that day that Charlie Bono
was supposed to bring in the scabs from
Brooklyn they lined up all the cars and barri-
caded the garage. Then the inside workers shut
down the pumps and then they formed a lines
behind the cars and Charlie Bono said, quote,
*Awright, fuck it, you win.”

You see the unjon we now-have is not one that
the workers fought for. There s'about 20;000 fleet
il _ f k»,.,(JJ.t.;L_and._f_QLthlrt;y years
here wore ""ttempts to get a union ir the
industry. Mike Quill and the Transit Workers
Union tried and his. organizers got beat up,
murdered, and blacklisted. The Transit Workers
failed. Similarly with the Teamsters under. Hoffa
in the '50’s. But in the mid ’60’s there was. an
- effort called Taxi Drivers Alliance that asked for

protection from Mr. Harry Van Arsdale Jr.,

President of the New York City Central Labor
Council, owner of IBEW Local 3, which is-
probably the biggest construction workers’
union in the country, a hospital workers union,
and a few others.

In addition to having a powerful geon squad,
Harry is to the New York-City and the state
Democratic Party what Meany is to the Demo-
crats nationally. So Harry went to the fleet
owners and said give me a union or else I'll have
my goon squad smash up your cars and I'll have

my"’ City Council tax you out of business.
That's the way the union business works. So we
got a union owned by Harry Van Arsdale.

The first few contracts were good, but the one
m 1970/71 was terrible; .it meant a real cut in
earnings. The drivers ‘were not enthusiastic. At
the contract ratification’ meeting a couple of
thousand drivers picked up their chairs and used
them to try and kill Van Arsdale. We chased
them out of the hall. This was called the Great
Chair Throwing Meeting of April 1971, and it
was out of this that abqut-a hundred people got
together and started Taxi Rank and File.

The first summer there were weekly meetings
in a church, with usually 75 to 150 people there.
Old guys who nobody ever listened to. Plus
several different Leninist vanguard parties, each
with a scientifically proven program. And they
would argue with each other-and the old-timers
would just,}get up and ramble about old times,
and all in all it was kind of a zoo.

Over timé we pulled together a solid core
group and an outer circle of supporters in every
garage. In 1971 R&F ran its own candidate

against Van Arsdale and we pulled 45% of the

votes by the union’s count, which probably
means we won the election.

Internally we put a big emphasis on study. In
our study -groups we- studied about the taxi

| Ross the Boss

words by Taxi Rank & File “

This is the story of Ross the Boss

Who claims his cabs ‘operate at a loss.

‘He's plannihg to put his drivets on. the rack
So he can buy his_son a new cadillac.

His life’ is so rough, he just gets by,

Over half the meter is his slice of the pie.
With such a small share he can- barely eat,
Instead ‘of lobster, he only has meat. ’
He ¢an’t understand why his drivers complain,
Sure the cabs are rotten, but they run all the
same,

If thé drivers hustle, Ihey Il make out-all right.
He can't -understand why they're so uptight.

Ross sleeps without rest, dreaming of money,
To.him it's sweeter than sugar or honey.
In his dreams drivers are merely dollars -and
dimes, -
His church of silver uses .us as chimes..

e

industry and- got convirced there was no real
future except through community-worker control
of the whole transit industry. We became social-
ists. Then from studying the history of the
Communist Party in union organizing we de-
cided not to repeat their mistakes by pretending
to be something we weren’t. We decided to be
completely open about being socialists.

Where are we going now? One of the dangers
we face right now, now that we've had this
victory, is the temptation to do nothing but file
grievances in_the garages—where we. won _and.
concentrate on setting up a functioning union
structure. I say this is a ‘“‘danger”’ because we’ve
tried it in the past and found that the union
downtown has a tendency to ignore grievances
filed by R&F. So we could get nowhere and
forget that a strong union is not all that we're
after.

You see, you can file a lot of grievances and
run a clean garage but it’s still taxi driving which
is unhealthy in at least six different ways, i.e.,
you get your head shot off by junkies, you get
pressured by the job to drive dangerously and
you can get killed that way, you breathe exhaust
fumes your kidney goes from the constant
pounding, your back goes from the.position of
the seat, you get spat on by drunks, and rich
people, who are most of your passengers, treat
you like a chauffeur.

Basically, we want a better life. No, I would
say -we want life, period. We want to save our
lives -- and the lives of all working people.

/ .
( eDave Watson, vice-president of an Oil\
Chemical and Atomic Workers local in Melrose
Park; Ill., was run over and killed by a scab truck
while on the picket line at Capitol Packaging
Company. The- truck driver was charged with
“failure to yield toa pedestrian,”” and released on-:
$25 bond. Ten picketers were also arrested, and ’
held on $1000 bond each.

oThe Supreme Court recently ruled that
workers accused of violating certain NLRB-:

requested injunctions against striking or
picketing no longer have the right to a jury trial.
Under this decision, the president of a large
California Teamsters. local faces a year’s pro-
bation and a $10,000 fine against his local. He
was charged with contempt of court after team-
- sters drivers honored a printers’ picket line at a
struck newspaper. The NLRB requested an
injunction on the grounds that the picketing was
a secondary boycott. When the Teamsters still
. refused to cross the line, the local president was
tried and sentenced by a judge and denied a trial

by jury. >

®Arthur Burns, chairman of the Federal
Researve Board, has a new idea for fighting
inflation. It’s simple -- just pay workers less than
the minimum wage. In what the Wall Street
Journal called a “radical idea,”” Burns called for
the federal government to offer jobs in hospitals,
schools, public parks, and the like to the unem-
ployed, but only at wage rates below the $2.10 an
hour federal minimum wage. These new workers
would eventually take the place of unionizecy

federal employees.
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Steve Carlip, Chris Casey, Lisa Dennen, Lew Friedland, Roger Gottlieb, Dean Manders,
Larry Miller, Kathy Moore, Karen Morgan, Carolee Saniberg, John Viertel

NAM Newspaper, 16 Union Sq., Semerville, MA 02143

/.The' New American Movement.(NAM) exists to help organize a movement for democratic gocialism in

struggle for socialism.

the United States. Our aim is to establish working class control of the enormous productive capacity of
JAmerican industry, to create a society that will provide material comfort and security for all people, and in
which the full and free development.of every individual will be the basic goal. Such a society will strive for
decentralization of decision-making, an end to bureaucratic ule, and participation of all people in
shaping their own lives and the- direction of society. We believe the elimination of sexist and racist
Qsmutlons and the dismantling of American ecenomic and social control abroad are central to th)




by Dan Marschall, Bay Area NAM

¥ -

The need for cooperation between labor 'and.
management was the theme .of several speakers
at the AFL-CIO’s Eleventh Coustitutional Con-

vention in_8an Francisco October 2-7. Some.90Q °

union officials assembled there to set AFL-CIO
policy for the next two years, to-hear speeches ’oy»

such staunch’champions of .working. people as -

John Dunlop and Patrick Moynihan, and to
listen to George Meany blast President Ford. for
his “‘economic.gobbledygook’’ and policy of “‘uni-
lateral concessions to the Soviet Union.” . -

Over 250 resolutions flew beneath_the swift.- §

gavel of George Meahy, many passing unani-
mously through the efficient procedure of,
“You've heard the report of the comimittee. Any

~ discussion? Any objections? Hearing none, the
motidn is carried.”” Very few dissenting opinions
were expressed on the Convention floor, as reso-
lutions were combined and compromised in
behind-the-scenes committee, sessions. It all
appeared as a carefully stage-managed affair,
with delegates largely uninterested in the pro-
cedings and more concerned with meeting old
friends and touring San Francisco.

The enormous personal power of George
Meany was evident throughout, as delegates
tripped over one another to pay him tribute as “‘a
relentless foe of those who would undermine the
'strength of democratic forces, not only in
America but throughout.the free world.” He was
reelected president by unanimous vote, and there
was no discussion of a possible successor. One
delegate -commented that- Lane Kirkland, now
secretary-treasurér, would be certain to get that
position only if the 81 year old Meany named him
such: otherwise it would be up for grabs.

“Most enlightened industrial leaders of today realize

that dealing in good faith wifh a good union isn't just

good law and good morals -- it's good business.”
William Usery. Federal Media-
tion and Conciliation Service

Four néw vice -presidents, all middle-aged
white males, were elected to the AFL-CIO’s,
35.member Executive Council. There are now no
women -and onlyl two blacks on ‘the Executive
Council. though it’s estimated that over seven
million women and minority workers are in-
Volved in trade unions. A resolution stating that.

“new addltxons to the Executive Council be
specifically geared to correctmg the gross ims
halance rélating to race and sex’” was referred to

" the current -Caquncil for review.
While favoring affirmative action programs;
the AFL-CIO restated its ‘‘total. emphatic sup-
' port of seniority systems.” When the issue of
seniority came up around the layoff of public
emplovees. an amendment urging. unions to

review layoffs on a case-by-case basis to insure

that thev were not used in a distriminatory
‘manner to_ “permit rollbacks of affirmative
action gains in hiring and promotion” was

rejected. Qne :delegate remarked that this pro--

vision would fuzz the issue and weaken the
seniority rule.

The National Economy"

“We cannot be a great power ini the world with
68% of our industrial capacit;y unused, with 8-10
million people unemployed,” George Meany said
in his reelection speech. He denounced. the Ford
adiministration. for policies that ‘thave. plunged
America ifito the worst economic crisis since the
1930’s.” Because the administration has
“strorigly opposed measures to° -generate a
vigorous ecenomic pick-up and rapid progress
toward full employment,”” the Executive Council
declared, *‘the resulting outlook is for an anemic
pick-up, resulting in permstent unemployment,
large amounts of idle plants and machines, a
sluggish pace of productivity, and” continuing
large deficits in the federal budget.”

X
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The key to economic recovery, according to the
AFL-CIO, is full employment through meastires
like a nationwide 35 hour work week, more public
service job programsyand government supported
housing, public works, and railréad reconstruc-
tion programs. Their national economy proposals
include an increase in the minimum wage, exten-

" sion of income:tax cuts through 1976, elimination

of tak.incentives for U.S. corporations to export
jobs and technology, pressure on the Féderal
Reserve to reduce interest rates. and the elimi-
nation of tax léopholes.

“The program on paper says a lot said
Charles Hayés, of the Amalgamated Meatcutters,
“but there's a big gap between rhetoric and
trying to get something implemented. I don’t~
think vou can assume a policy of making us
appear as a world power militarily, to spend

money in that direction, and still have money to -

take care of the social needs of people. The
AFL-CIO ought to clearly point out that our
priority has to be to spend tax money to provide
jobs. instead of spending money on the imple-
ments of war: The AFL-CIO, ineluding Meany, is
apparentlv not prepax‘ed to take that position
vet: But they could, if thev wanted to work in
coaltion with organizationss like civil rights
groups or-others in the black and brown com-
munities -where -unemployment is really

rampant.” .

- 76 Politics

The coming of the -Democratic politicians
resembled a gathering of spiritualists, as the
Presidential hopefuls invokéd the ghosts of
Roosevelt, Truman, and Johnson to- help guide
America through these troubled-times. -Though
not vet a declared candidate, Hubert Humphrey
was greeted with applause, whistles, shotits, and
standing ovations. 1 Just come here because 1
think we ought to talk together,”” Humphrey told

his old friends. If his reception was any indica-

tion. he is mmost likely to be the AFLCIOS
favorite in '76,,

Henry Jackson was received cordially - but.
unenthusiastically. His speech was composed: of
trite one-liners attacking ‘the Ford administra-
tion, praise far the AFL-CIO’s opposition to.
detente, and a call for jobs for-every American
willing to work. Lloyd Bentson and Birch Bayh
also spake to delegites.

CLUW and Women Workers

The Convention’s 22 women delegates (out of
900 delegates) met to discuss the upcoming
national convention of the Coalition of Labor
Union Women (CLUW), and how best to work
within_the trade union structure for the rights of

eridorse CLUW_ were defeated on the grounds
that CLUW includes organizations not-affiliated
with the AFL-CIO, like the National’ Education -
Association. The Executive Council did say,
however, that since CLUW is-in the trade union
tradition, “ the' AFL-.CIO will continue to co-
operate with it on programs of common interest.

_ A resolutipn to institute a special Committee
on Women was rejected, although the convention
did decide to-add peoplé™ familiar with problems
of wemen workers to the Civil Rights Commxt-
tee. The AFL-CIO reaffirmed its support’ of”
equality -of women, adequate child care legisla-
tion, the Bqual Bights Amendment,.and affirina-
tive action programs. but placed no particular
emphasis. on ‘the importance of organizifig

_ working women.

AFL-CIO policy on foreign affairs cohtinues to
- be guided by anti- -communism and opposition to
detenbe The Conventfon called for actions
“d951gned to regain America’s leadership of the
free world.”” opposed cutbacks in arms spending
by fixed dollar-or percentage amounts, and re-
jected any policy of isolationism emerging from
the U.S. defeat in Indochina.

The Conuventioni did come out against the
military dictatorship in Chile. Although
claiming that a majority of Chileans  "‘accepted
the coup as”a hecessary act,” the resolution
condemned the military junta. This proposal
replaced one calling for *‘an-end to all American
military and economic aid to the junta, and the
withdrawal of diplomatic recognition of the
ptesent regime.”

ALL LEAD‘!ANG‘NAKE,RS
OF MECHANICS CLOTHING

(QE! LIST OTHER sm)

e S -

USED?Y

Counter-Demonstrations

a

A few delegates took part in several small

“demonstrations held outside the Convention hall.

_ The Bay Aréa Trade Union Committee for Chile’

sponsé)red‘ a Labor Seminar on Chile, featuring
Abe Feinglass of the Amalgainated Meatcutters.
It also -organized a derhonstration against
National City Bank, which supports the CIA-
sponsored Amierican Institute for Free Labor

Development, and recently granted $70 million .

in credits to the Chilean junta.
Bay Area Trade Unionists, a coalition of rank

and file caucuses, held a picket line calling for
rank and file democracy, fighting discriminatory .

layoffs, and opposing the Construction Industry
Collective Bargaining Act (which the AFL-CIO
supports), a law that would -allow the govern-
ment to impose contract settlements. The United
Workers Organizing. Committee held a rally of
about 100 people, as well.

women workers. Several resolutions to formally |

-
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+ In Vermont Workers’ Mme is Thelrs

by Steve Carlip. Newspaper Collectwe

‘Can a multimillion dollar corporation run with-
out a boss? Can a group of workers with no
management experience take over a company
and operate it better than the old managers? In
Lowell, Vermont, 175 asbestos workers are
proving that the answer to these questions is
ves.

When the New York-based GAF Corporation .

decided last vear™to close its quarry and mill in
" Vermont, it meant disaster for the town of
Lowell. The -unemployment rate was already
15%. and the quarry was almost the only
emplover in the region. As quarry foreman
Romeo Myott-said, ‘*“We had nothing to Iose. We
already lost it all. when GAF announced they
were shutting down."

GAF had decided that it would be fote profit-
able to write off the quarry as a tax loss than to’
install federally required” antlpollutlon
equipment., At first, the workers looked for
another corporation to buy out GAF. When that
failed. thev decided .to buy the quarry them-
selves. Digging into their savings to buy $50
shares and persuading banks to previde -them
with loans, they raised the $400,0000 GAF
demanded. On March 13, 1975, the miners,
factory workers, and office workers came tp work
at a company they owned and controlled.

The Belvidere Mountain Quarry and Mill is
now run by a board made up of seven hourly
workers, seven salaried workers, and a state
official who helped arrange the sale. The chair:
person of the board, John Lupien, is a main-
tenance supervisor: his office is in the plant
garage. Other directors include a shovel oper-
ator. a mechanic, a warehouseman, and two ore
testers. The manager, Jerome Hammang, was
hired by the workers, and they can fite him if
they don’t like his work. -

- -

At first, many had doubts that a worker-
controlled.company could succeed. In the words
of John Lupien, the new chairperson, ‘‘Here we
had a bunch of men who have a hell of a time

_ dealing with thousands of dollars, and suddenly

we’re talking about millions.”
Despite predictions of doom, the business did

not’ collapse. In fact, the mine and mill have run-

at full capacity since April. At the same time,
costs have dropped dramatically, especially
equipment repair costs. Lupien explained that
the workers ‘‘realize we all own this equipment

Labor Law for the Rank and File

by Marianne Goldstein, from an article by Ken
Cloake

When rank and file union caucuses become
active, the question arises: Will the incumbent
léadership seek reprisals? And if it does, what
alternatives does the caucus have? R

The primary answers to these questions will
depend on the political forces in the specific
situation -- the strength of the cauecus, how much
outside support it has, the strength of the union
leadership, etc. But a caucus may sometimes find
that legal action is a useful tactic, especially
when it is backed up by strong' support within
the union. So individuals and caucuses should
know the extent to which freedom of speech and
the right to take part in internal union political
activity are protected by law.

Before there were any laws specifically regula-
ting internal union affairs, courts had developed
common law on the question of a member’s
relationto his/her union. Unions are considered
free associations contracting with individual

members on the basis 9f the union constitution

and by-laws. This means that a member is boand
by union rules, but only if these are not ‘in

conflict with the law. -
In 1951, an Ohio court held in Crosséen v.

Duffy that the constitutional guarantee of free

speech extends to internal affairs of labor unions,

and that members cannot be disciplined for

exercizing those rights. In the following years
this principle became more firmly established.

The Landrum Griffin Act of 1959 is the main
piece of legislation' regulating internal union
affairs. Title I of the Act, called the “Bill of
Rights,” lists union members’ rights to nominate
candidates for union office, vote in elections,

“meet with other members, and express their

views at union meetings and elsewhere. The Act
also allows union. members to sue anyone who

- violates these rights.

Other provisions of the Act limit union mem-
bers free speech, however, giving unions the
right to enforce rules about members’ responsi-_
blhty to the udion as an institution. The union
may also make regulations limiting tank and file
activities that would interfere with the union’s
performance of its legal and contractual obli-

gations, even if these regulations limit members’”

freedom of speech.
Court decisions since the Landrum Griffin Act

2
3y

now. It’s amazing how careful people can be.”

In the eight months that the workers have run
their company, they have begun to make impor-
tant changes. They voted to: spend $250,000
more than the Environmental Protection Agency
required to reduce the hazards from asbestos
fibers, which can cause cancer. In spite of this
additional spending; the company expects to
make a million dollar profit by the end of the

. year.

John Lupien described working conditions:
“The employees feel the equipment is their own.
The atmosphere is more together than before.
Everyone wants to be in on decisions.” He
added, “It’s running better than it ever d1d
befere.”

The Outside World

_

The fact that the workers control their own
business has not made them immune to the
realities of the outside economy. They had to
borrow heavily from a group of banks in order to
buy the company, and this has given the banks
some influence over important decisions.
Acgording to Business Week, it was the banks
that insisted on the hiring of an outside manager,
although the workers themselves chose who that
manager would be and can overrule his decisions
or fire him. If the supply of asbestos from other
sources increases, the large corporations that
-buy from the Vermont quarry may gain influence
as well.

In spite of these problems, workers’ control at
the Belvidere Quarry and Mill has succeeded.
The workers own their company, elect their
directors, hire their manager, and make basic
decisions democratxcally While the quarry and
the few other worker-run companies in the
United States have little impact on the rest of

/ the ecohomy, they set an example for us all.

’

was passed have generally supported the right of
rank and file opposition to the leadership. In
explaining the purposes of the Act, the 2nd
Court of Appeals (Salzhandler v. Caputo) des-
cribed the intention of the law “to prevent union
officials from using their disciplinary powers to
silence criticism and punish those who dare to
question- and complain.” The court went on to
rule that reprisals within a union for expressing

- unpopular views were prohibited.

Employees and officers of unions are also
protected by Landrum Griffin guarantees. In
Retail Clerks Local 648 v.RCIA, the District of
Columbia Federal District Court held that mem-
bets who were employed by the union itself could
not be fired for supporting or being part of an
opposition slate in a union election. _

The fact that these laws exist doesn’t neces-
sarily mean that they will be enforced. Rank and
file caucuses have often found themselves
‘bogged down in long, expensive court battles to
try to defend their rights. But in some situations,
taking a case to court can be useful, and under-
standing yaur legal rights can be important.

For more detdils on rank and file caucus
rights, see*Labor Democracy, Free Speech, and
the Right of Rank and File Insurgency, by
Kenneth Cloake, -University of San Fernando
Valley Law Review, spring 1975.

\
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Editors’ note: The fbllowing are excerpts from a
speech by Caesar Chavez, president of the United
Farm Workers’ Union, given before the AFL:CIO
Convention. The speech details some of the harass-
ment and intimidation directed against the UFW in

the course -of the “free” union elections now being
held in the California fields.

"As you kriow, the State Legislature passed
collective bargaining legislation this year. In our
opinion, it is a very good law, something that we
looked forward to for many, many years.

We have great expectations about the law, but
in recent days things have gofie not\so well. The
implementation of the law| is very bad. The
General Counsel Walter Kintz-is unwilling to
move aginst the employer and the Teamster
conspiracy to frustrate the law.There has been a

lot of incompetence on the part of the staff of
that Board. As a result, our union has been hurt
tremendously.

Firings, dismissals, loss' of pay -- captive
audience meetings held a few minutes before the
elction takes place -- sudden wage increases two
hours before the elction takes place -- these are
the guns used hy- labor contractors and super-
visors to intimidate the workers to vote right; all
of this has been permitted by Walter Kintz, the
General Counsel.

While we have to sign up the uathorization
card to qualify in the petitions for the elections,
the General Counsel permitted to use the dues
authorization card to qualify for those petitions.
There is widespread forgeries on those cards by
the Teamsters’ Union. Walter Kintz knows this.

In every single election, over 150 elections;
with the exception of two or three, thesé elections
continue to be held at the growers’ site and we
have been unable to get the Board to agree to
have the elections moved to neutral grounds.

The growers are given by the St‘g-f.e the right to
bus the workers in to vote, and whilé they have

Farm Labor Elections

-
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them to the balloting place at the fanch until
they extract a committment from these workers
to vote right.

There are several instances, we feel, of ballot"
manipulations.

There is a famous case of the airplane, where
one large company, a lettuce company, provided
an airplane to collect the ballots from four
different balloting locations throughout the
state, and brought inm a Board agent and a
member of the Teamsters’ Union and a grower,
but forgot to include a member of oyr union as an
observer.

We have a case of a Board agent. in.a-very. .

hotly-contested election at the Mapes Ranch in
King County where, after finishing the balloting

page 5

‘Eéctibhs Rigge_d; Chavez Charges

in late Friday refused to count ballots -- without
any excuse put the ballot box in the rear of his
car, went to Lake Tahoe for the whole weekend:
counted the ballots the following Monday, and
we lost the -election.”

We estimate 20 to 30 percent of the workers
are refusing to vote at this time, and those are
our workers, because of the shennani’gans being
pulled by the growers -and the Teamsters.

We feel if we can get the state to act
immediately and to provide a decent atmosphere
so that the workers can truly vote without being
harassed and pressured, intimidated, that the

results will be much higher.
-~.Now,westand ready-to agree.and to-submit to <~ .. _

P,

the wishes of the workers, but we want those *
elections to be free and untainted.

- Conflict and Corruption in California -

by Janet Corpus, Middlesex NAM

Months may pass before the outcome of the
California farm labor elections is clear. Since
elctions began in éarly September, the United
Farm Workers of America, AFL-CIO, and the
"‘American International Brotherhood of Team-
sters have run neck and neck, each winning
about the same number of elections and polling
about the same number of votes. So far the UFW
has won 79 elections to the Teamsters’ 78,
winning the right to represent about 10,400
workers as compared to the Teamster’s;9500.
Workers at about a dozen ranches have voted
against having any union.

Another 28 elections remain undetermined
because of challenged votes -or run-offs. These
elections may prove most important to the UFW
struggle. Unfair labor practices have been filed
by each of the.three major parties -- the UFW,
the Teamsters and the Council of California
Growers. The outcomes of the suits will tell a lot
about the interpretation and enforcement .of the
California Agricultural Labor Relations Act and

- whose interests it will serve. .

In its first major hearing, the Farm Labor
‘Board ruled in favor of the UFW'’s demand that
elections at separate Salinas Valley farms and

_ ranches be counted searately. The 156-member
Western Growers Association, which now has. a
contract with the Teamsters, had argued that the
Valley farms should be lumped together to
bargain as a single unit.

On October 6, heatings on the Gallo elections
began before the Board. These hearings, which

may last a month, will determine the eligipility of
contested votes cast by strikers at the Gallo
ranches. The strikers, of course, are UFW
supporters. Union people are optimistic about
the outcome.

Another major issue before the Board concerns
the “‘access rule” or the rights of union orga-
nizers to go into the fields. In an early ruling, the
Board voted to allow organizers in the fields
during three one-hour periods -- before and after
work and during lunch. In an effort cripple the
Board’s effectiveness, the growers appealed to
the Tulare and Fresno County Courts, which

rights.. *. P

reversed the Board’s ruling to favor the growers.
The California Supreme Court and the U.S.
Supreme Court have ruled in favor of the Board's
original decision, but local sheriffs continue to
arrest union organizers for exercising their

’

Intimidation

Other unfair labor practice charges ;rg_‘ue that
growers have fired people who were chosen us
election observers, and have fired workers at
ranches where the UFW has won elections. In
one case, a supervisor threatened to kill em-
ployees who supported the UFW. UFW suppor-
ters estimate that the union might have 15 to 20
percent more votes if it had not been subject tc
this sort of intimidation. The Board itself has
charged growers with illegally dismissing
workers because of Union support.

Union observers alsg describe instance of

Board regional workers %'fraternizing" with the
growers, taking advantage of convenient grower-
provided transportation from airports and being
“wined and dined” by the growers. Spanish-
speaking employees of the Board regional offices
are not being used as translators. Growers have
visited polling places during elections, in clear
violation of the law. Armed guards employed by
the grower were present at at least one election
site. -
Other elections may yet be contested, -and
elections to come will probably involve similar
problems. . The Board’s actions in interpreting
the new law fairly and enforcing it quickly will be
indicators of its independence from grower and
‘Teamster influence:

-
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.New Yorkers Flght "Road Gang” i

*‘b_v John Farley, Westside NAM

' What costs $4000 an in¢h ahd is almost dead?

Citv's
Last May. oup of activists gathered to-
drink champaghie from little paper cups. A letter -
writing campdign to Congressmen -and senators
had killed a proposed faw which-would have

" . -weakened environmental prétections and moved’
the Interstate highway one step closer-to reality’
NMembers of the Coalitionl against the West Side
Expressay proclaimed, *‘Victory is ours!” That
same week, in a plush mid-town effice, a .real
estate spokesmarn raised ‘a crystel goblet with a ~
pro-highway lobbyist. ‘‘Victory “is ours,” he
declared. )

Ore of them was wrong.

Less Air, More People

~ . After a three vear fight, residents of New

'} ork's West Side still face the p0551b1hty of an
interstate highway in their community. Mean-

i while, the N.Y- Air Quality Implementation Plan
" ’says that over 1100 New Yorkers die-every year
"because of -air pollution, and- that autorhobile

. traffic entering the eity should be reduced by
“40% . The proposed Interstate_ would -encourage
‘moreé suburbanites to drive to work and would
increase truck traffic. Much of the expressay
“would be placed in a tunnel under 175 acres of
landfill in the Hudson River. Highidensity
“housing planned for the landfill would ‘increase:

the already tremendous population of the West

Side. making- rush hour worse than it already :is

- and overburdening recreational facilities and
public” services. A possible extension of the
Interstate to the George Washmgton Bridge

would destroy Riverside Park.

_.Community organizations advocate repair of -
the existing West Side Hightway, which has
been allowed to decay so badly that it-has been

i, s

<losed to traffic. Théy argue that N.Y.C.s-
subways, which have also- décayed in recent -

“years. but now charge a-50cent fare, deserve more

“ attention than the roads. New York could get as

much-as-$550-miltion in federal transit funds if it
'did not build the Interstate
Commiunity gro‘up,s héve-been fairly successful

- in getting politicialts to lirte up against the
‘highway, despite.tremendous, pressure from local

‘banks to go ahead with the.plan. It is public
knowledge that David Rockefeller sent a letter to-
Community Plaaning-Board #1-(Wall St. area)
urging a pro-highway vote. With the city teeter-
ing-on the édge of barikruptcy; the Beame team
is reluctant to argue with David Rockefeller. -

Interstate opponents have gone “to court

“ charging ‘that the highway plans violate federal

law-Their suit charges that, (1) the Enivironmen-
tal Impact Statement regarding the expressway
-was drawn up incorreetly; (2] the Efivironmental
° Impact Statement considers only a-small part of

. Manhattan, ignoting the larger picture; 3J the

highway .pIahnér;s‘ have suppressed information,
not adequatgly airing, discussing; or considering
the mass transit. altgrnatlve and {4 ) the highway
violates the Clean Air Act, the National Environ-
mental Protection ‘Act, and other environmental
legislation. This. lawsuit seems to be the best
hope of the anti-highway forces.

Part of the: strategy of the pro-highway forces
has been to delay-in the hepe that the opposition
will get tired and ‘discouraged’and. give -up. Biit.

the opposition t6 the highway has actually.

grown in the last year or so.

How Crazy Did You Say?

-

.

Everycne,knows that building a superh1ghway~

in Manhattan is & crazy: idea- A tecent UPI

. dispatch quotes a Federal - nghway +Admin-

istrator saymg that the tlme is commg when ‘we
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-will have to" say to motorists,”You can’t drive in
this area,” rather than permit private auto-.
‘mobiles in congested downtown .areas.” In the
past few years, plans far new highways in
Boston, California and Washington, D.C., have
-been scrapped because of community opposmon
and shortages of funds. Anti-highway activists
.believe that time is on their side.

The Westsider, a community newspaper, has

already announced. that the “highway fs dead.”
Interviews with TJpoliticians, "journalists, and
highway planners reveal an unprecedentéd mood
of gloom among the Road Gang. The Federal
Highways Administration states that ‘‘there is
no mileage currently available'in the interstate
system’’ for building the West Side Expressway.
Actually, the Westsider’'s obituary for the
asphalt bungle is a bit prémature. The stake will
not be driven through the heart of the monster
until highway plans are ‘“‘traded in” in favor of
. mass transft

You’re Not A1one

by Harry BOyte

Ever feel that. the left is on the “fringes’™ of -

American politics? A new poll commissioned by
the People’s Bicentennial Commission--and con-
-ducted by Hart Research Associates suggests
the opposite -- that most people agree with the

- basic analysis of the left and would like to see
some-form of “Economic democracy.” Hart, the

pollster used by CBS to produce those ‘‘votet -

profiles” and ‘“‘instant analyses,” turned his
talents to something useful and produced some
surprising results:

3 majority (55%) of‘the public gives business
a negatwe rating in, “pr1v1d1ng good quality
products’’;

ea.majority (59%)) of the people give American
business a negative rating-in “enabling people to
'make full use of their abilities’:

ealmost-% of the people (72%) think business
doesi’t really care about the individual;

ea majority (57% _of the people believe that
both the Democrats and Republicans favor big
busmess and that big business dominates gov-
ernment policies in general (58%);

®%5 of the people feel that people don’t work as
hard as they could because they don’t have

.enough say in their companies;

eand a strong plurality -- 49% -- believe that
big business is the source of most of what is
wrong in this country today. -

As -far as, change goes- .

o“only" 13% (whlch it should be pointed out,
turns out to’be approximately 27 million people)
believe that the government -should own all the
major companies - undoubtedly a reflection of
the strong anti-government sentiment reflected
throughout the poll, whose roots aren’t too hard.
to fathom;

sbut a-clear plurality of 44% -- or 92 million
people. -+ believe that the oil -eompanies and
natural resources should be publically owned;
~ o% of the people -- 138 million Americans,
counting in children -- believe that companies
should be owned and controlled by their em-
ployees, and the same number express their
pfeference for working for such companies.

How to get started?

eWell, a majority of people (56%) say they
would ‘probably or definitely-support a candidate
for President. who favored employee ownership
and- control;

e%; of the people believe that thete has been
too little discussion of employee ownership -and
control; R

éand our most immediate base - a strong
plurality of 49%, which comes out to slightly
over 100 million people {counting children),
believe that a new political movement to chal-
lenge the influence of big business would be a
good thing.”

g .
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_neighborhood police,

CRIME..

New American Movement

vt

in the Streets...
@teve Carlip, newspaper collective

On April 29; police in Jackson, Mississippi
ambushed and killed a young black resident,
Simimie Johnson, Jr. Johnson apparently got in
the way of a stake-out aimed at anothér man, a
suspect in a recent wave of armed robberies.
Even after the shooting, police, under heavy
pressure from area merchants, have continued to
ask community residents to help them “‘set up”’
the robbery suspect,

Early police reports stated that Johnson was a

. suspected criminal killed while fleeing arrest.

But when police discovered he was not the
suspect they were dfter, they changed their
story: They then claimed Johnson was killed
while trying to ‘“hit at’’ an officer with a hammer.
On the night of the shooting, there had.been no
mention of a hammer, and a local citizen’s
committee has concluded from the position of the

bullet that Johnson was shot while raising his -

hands to surrender..

The killing of an unarmed man by armed police
created widespread unrest in Jackson’s black
community. The recently formed Citizens’ In-
quiry Committee, which includes members of
over'a dozen civil rights groups, has demanded a
special investigation of the incident. And Sheriff
Noble, who fired the fatal shot and later defended
it on the grounds that Johnson “‘was an ex-
convict and he was there”,
this fall’s elections.

The July 28 killing of young black man in
Detroit touched off two nights of angry commun-

-ity protest. Obie Wynn, 18, was shot in the back

by a white bar owner, Andrew Chinarian. At
first, Chinarian, who has close ties with the
was not arrested. A
homicide officer told reporters, “I released him
because he’s a bar owner, a businessman; and a
citizen of the area.”

After a night of strong community protest,
Chinarian .was charged with- second degree
murder. But even though -he had no pérmit for
the concealed pistol he used to kill Wynn, and in
spite of his record of four previous shooting and
weapons charges, he was released on $500 bail.

Chinarian’s release led to a night of rioting
which finally forced the courts to raise his bail to
$25,000. (LNS)

Blaming the Viétim

On August 25, an attack by a mob of whites on
black families in East Bostdn finally ended when
police arrested eight of the victims. Arrested
inside the home of a black resident-at 4a.m., the
eight were charged with disorderly conduct.
Police admitted that they were not'be¢ing violent,
but accused them of ‘“‘causing trouble in the
street while using the house as a cover.”

Earlier in the day, fighting between black and
white teefiagers had led up to a large-scale attack
by rock-thréwing whites on. black families in the
Maverick Square housing pro;ect As crowds of
whites began smashing black families’ windows
and police refused to respond, black residents
called up friends, including a group of white
tenant activists, to help.

Lucille Roberts,- a whit\e East Bostonian,

described the scene. ‘“A ‘group of us walked
across the street. to assist a black woman who
had no phone and was terrified. We got trapped
in her hallway by a bunch of white kids, and one
woman was hit in the head with a rock and
seriously hurt....At that point the police arrived,
ad ignoring a vanload of white kids carrying bats |
that had just pulled up, arrested my husband.

may be defeated in

he cursed at u, and uldn t let us talk or
explain anything. They left me there alone, and I
literally had to run- for my life back to the

apartment.” (Real ‘Paper)

November 1976
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Shot for a Peach

‘A 13-year-old black girl was shot on August 17
in Wilmington, Delaware, for stealing. a peach.
Sheila Ferrell was chased four blocks by John.
Bailey after he found her raiding his peach
orchard. Bailey was arrested, but quickly releas- -
ed on $25,000 bail.

The shooting was one of a-series of recent
incidents in Wilmington. Four months earlier,
police shot and killed Erevu, a young black man
accused of bank robbery. Police said he was
raising his hand as if he had a gun when he was
shot in his hallway, but no gun was found. The
next day, police phoned Delaware Technical
Community College and were told that Erevu
had been in class at the tiime of the bank robbery.

The incidents, especially the shooting of Sheila
Ferrell, have led to widespread protest in the
black community. One peaceful demonstration
led by the Congress of Afrikan People was
attacked by police, and the chairman of the
Wilmington CAP was arrested on charges of
inciting to riot. (Workers World)

On September 19 a black New York resident
was shot to death for refusing to pa9 his subway.
fare. Paul Carlton, 48 years old, was killed by a
New York City transit patrolman for trying to go
through the exit gate instead of paying the new

50:-cent fare. The incident took place at the
Fulton-Lafayette stop in Brooklyn. (Guardian)

...And in the Courtrooms... |

Less than a month after Joanne Little was
acquitted of murder charges for defending herself
against rape, two black women in Georgia face
the .electric chair on the same charges.

Cheryl Todd and Dessie Woods were picked up
by a man with a citizens band radio in his car
who claimed to be a detective. In fact, he was
Elmer Horne, an insurance agent with a wide
reputation as a ‘‘ladies’ man”’

Horne talked to another insurance agent over
the radio about having sex with the two women,
and then pulled off the road in a wooded area. At
that point, Cheryl Todd ran from the car, while
Dessie Woods struggled with Horne for his gun.
When Todd came back to the car, Horne was
dead, shot by his own gun.

When the two women were first arrested, their

families were not told about the préliminary |

hearings. The judge has refused to postpone the
trial, saying that the two women had already
caused ‘“‘too much troublé” in the local jail.
(Great Speckled Bird)

After serving twelve yea‘rs in prison for a crime
another man confessed to, Freddie Lee Pitts and
Wilbert Lee were finally released from Florida
State Prison on September 19. |

Pitts and Lee were convicted of the murder of
two gas station attendants in 1963 and received a

.And in the LiVihgrooms

Two lawyers recently spent three months
viewing ‘randomly chosen television crime pro-
grams to determine whether TV police violate
the law. They found, according to theWall Street
Journal, that “‘almost every episode of every TV
police show contains one or more violations of
the Fourth, Fifth, or Sixth Amendments’ guar-

~-

death sentence. There were no witnesses to the
killings, and no physical evidence connecting the
two to the crime; the main evidence against them
wag confessions obtained by physicai coercion,
which they later repudiated.

The trial, in which the two black defendants
were convicted by an all-white jury, took place in
an atmosphere charged with racial tension.
Another man, Curtis Adams, confessed to the
killings, and his confession was corroborated.
But Pitts and Lee were not finally released until
twelve years after their trial. (Guild Notes)

antees of freedom from illegal searches and
seizures, the right to due process of law, and the
right to counsel.” But the lawyers went on to say
that, “Unlike the situation in the real world,
these violations were always fruitful. The illegal
search turned- up heroin, the coerced confession
came from a child molester or husband killet.”
(LNS) N



<

-

New American Mov;ejnent November 1975

NY Utilities

by Bill Nowak, Buffalo NAM

Buffalo--New York State’s 7 electric utilitiés
havé announced plans to combine intd-a $26
billion super monogoly called Empire State
Power Resources Inc. (ESPRI). ESPRI would
be set up as a generating company and would -
build 16 nuclear and 3 coal.fired power plants in
New'York in the next 20 years. It would sell the
poewer it generates at a profit to the 7 individual
utilities, which would then_mark‘up the price of
the- power and ‘sell it to consumers.

At this point, the plan has the solid backing of
New York’s big time investors, who see it as a
way of injecting stability into New York’s utility
picture. ESPRI’s roots can be traced back to
certain ‘“‘blue ribbon’’ panels set up by Nelson
Rockefeller when he-was Governor of New York.

The People’s Power Coalition (PPC), which
includes over 30 consumer, labor, environmental
and community. groups in New York State, is
trying to stop ESPRI. ESPRI will make it. much
harder for people to affect the power industry. As
a $26 billion moriopoly, regulated in Washingtor
by the Federal Power Commission instead of in
Albany by the state Public Service Commission,
ESPRI will be practically unapproachable by
anyone other than big banks and financial
institutions.

The PPC sees ESPRI as _a way of forcing.
dangerous, unreliable and expensive nuclear
plants on a public which would not -allow these
plants if they were proposed by local, more
-accountable utilities. The plan for donble dipping
profits, where both ESPRI and local. utilities
make profits off the same consumer, is also an
issue in the PPC campaign. Finally, the PPC,
which is dedicated to exploring the potential of

-publicly owned power in the state, sees ESPRI
- as a'way of blocking and stifling the public power

movement.

A National Issue
Bill Nowak, a Buffalo NAM member who is
-part of the PPC ESPRI research group, sees
ESPRI as an issue of nationwide importance:. ™‘If
ESPRI succeeds in pushing nuclear power,

double dipping profits, and isolating itself from .

the consumer movement, privately owned. utili~_
ties across the country will be’'more than glad to
leave their troubles behind and follow ESPRI’s.
lead, leaving the rest of us to foot the bill.”
In other New York State news, Buffalo NAM’s
utilities projéct has begun. a campaign to stop
rate increases by National Fuel Gas; the local
gas monopoly. The campaign includes a demand
for LIFELINE rates and will raise the question
of public ownership. of Nationdl Fuel.
'LIFELINE rates are a simple solution to
consumer’s utility bill problems. Under LIFE-
LINE each residential user-gets her or his basit
gas afid electric needs et at a fixed low cost per
year, leaving the commercial and industrial users
" to make up the difference in revenue required by
the utility. Under the present rate structure,
consumers subsidize large users of enérgy such
as the local Bethlehem Steel Plant, which pays
lower rates when its usage.goes up. This process
encourages waste -and penalizes small consum-

“Play Monopoly D

Pittsburgh Protest

ers. LIFELINE is presently being considered in .

the New York State Assembly and is éndorsed
by the People’s Power Coalition.

-

-

1 Vs inch NAMbuttons, smartlydesignedinbiue and
white. With safety-catch. Excellenf for strengthen-
ing NAM's presence at many different types of
functions, and for helping you feel part of the group.

— $.50 for one, $4.00 for 10, $7.00 for 20. Joni

Rabinowitz, 2300Pittock St., Pittsburgh, PA 15217
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Adjustment;
Clause Fuels

by Judy MacLean, Pittsburgh NAM

PITTSBURGH. -- Chanting, “Young and old,
black and white, pull the plug on Duquesne
light,”" about 80 demonstrators organized by the
People’s Power, Project ‘of the New American
Movement and the Action Coalition of Elders

picketed hearings in Pittsburgh on the rate :

increases being requested by the local electric
company. The demonstrators represented
several community and senior citizens groups
which -have been fighting the increase.

Paul Garver, spokesperson at the hearings for ¢

NAM, poirted.out thatlast year Diquesne Light
overcharged consumers about $18 million by

abusing the fuel adjustment clause. “What has’

come to public view,” he told the Public Utility
Commission, “is exactly what we suspected -- a
vast econemic crime by-which the energy monop-
olies robbed the publie, and the electric utilities
drove thie getaway.car.”’ He pointed out that the
fuel-adjustment clause has been used by the coal
companies to raise prices to Duquesne Light in
_violation of contracts with the utilfity; and

Duquesne Light has not protested this because it -

was merely passing on the cost to the consumer.
People’s Power Project demanded a return of the

money stolen-from Duquesne Light’s customers, -

in addition to no more rate hikes, establishment
of a lifeline rate, and hearings on public owner-
ship of Duquesne Light.

NAM's People’s Power Project has been active
in Pittsburgh for about 10 months. With other”
groups, it has forced Duquesne nght to offer
changes in"the fuel adjustment clause to the-
Public Utility, Commission. It continues to

encourage the public to scrutinize any offers *

made by Duquesne Light, which are ;like'l’y to
serve the interests of' the profit-making energy
monopolies at the expehse of ‘the cdnsumers,

ﬁxe following letter, from a resident of- ’Soutﬁ.
B i :

oston, appeared recently in the Boston Globe:

The latést Edison increase is obviously more
income to this utility than we know. So far they
have hired three new vice presidents and given
raises to 700 management people. And we, the
consumers, are going to pay for it all. How
cleverly capitalistic of this corporation to make
“suckers” of us all, -

I am beginning to realize that capitalism
stinks. It’s a system that wants more and more
money for less and less. Eventually the system
(ﬂl demand all of the money for absolutely

nothing: We are rapidly approaching this pointj

Senior citizens protest rate hike.

Mass. Consumers
Demand LIFELINE

by Kathy Moore, Newspaper Collective

The Massachusetts Citizens Action Program
on Energy (CAP-Energy) has begun a with-
holding campaign aimed at achieving LIFE-

- LINE electric rates by this winter. Thousands of
. Massachusetts households. are requesting legal

appeals before paying their etectric bills- this fall.
CAP-Energy organizers are optimistic. Small
consumers have already won LIFELINE rates in
California. In Massachusetts this October,
Boston Edison asked for a $48 million rate hike,
but was granted.only $26 million by the Depart-
ment of Public Utilities, which prohibited them
from applying the rate increase to the first 384
kilowatt-hours of household use. The Depart-
ment of Public Utilities and the state legislature
are expected to make decisions about CAP-
Energy’s LIFELINE plan within the next
several months. .
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.~ Nb-rtlifi”\imeriicaﬁs- Oppose Chilean Junta |

by‘ Judy Butler, Chile Action Group, and staff

In the two years.since a military coup over-
threw Chile's elected socialist. government,-.
opposition to the Chilean junta in the United
States has grown. In September, Laura Allende,
sister of the socialist Chilean president ousted in’
the coup, visited the U.S. A member of Chile’s
parliament for nine years, she was a political
prisoner for six months under the junta. Brought
to the U.S. by the National Coordinating Center
in Solidarity. with Chile, an anti-fascist umbrella
organization which iricludes most groups doing
Chile support work, Ms. Allende spoke to tens of
‘thousands of people aetoss the country. -

Musicians from La Pena, a Chilean revolution-
ary music collective, have also delivered their
story to North Americans. Angel and Isabel
Parra, the founders of the collective, toured the
country to packed auditoriums in -mid-October.
Other members of the collective to tour the U.S.
since the coup have included the groups Inti
Illimani-and Quilapayun. L. T

Their music is of and about the Chilean people
and their struggle for freedom and dignity; and is-
by nature and design political. Following the
coup, Arngel Parra and many others were
imprisoned and tortured.Folk singer Victor Jara,
perhaps the best known -of the fevolutionary
singers, was slowly and bizarrely murdered in
the sight of thousands of other prisoners.

- Until recently, direct political work on Chile in
the U.S. has been done locally and indepen-
dently. Groups in Colorade and Montana have
agitated against Kennecott and Anaconda
copper companies, large investors in Chile who.
actively supported the .coup; Boston residents
have demonstrated- against General Motors,
which is about to start large-scale investment in
Chile. In Washington, D.C., there have been
demonstrations at the Chilean ‘Embassy. In San
Francisco, a month-long series of demonstrations
and political and cultural events in support of the
Chilean resistance included a. gay solidarity
évening which -attracted 350 people.

Up until now, the U.S. response to the coup-in
Chile has been fragmented and uneven, with
small, local groupsisolated from each other. This
is beginning to change, however. Interest in
Chile is growing. A newly formed national
political prisoners office is operating out of the
Bay Area as a center for information and co-.
ordinated action. . ’

.« Internationally; the United Chilean. Left.-has—
called on all concerned people to assist in iso-
lating" the junta from international trade and
political participation. They-demand that United
Nations members reject the credentials of the
illegal military junta’s delegation.

This effort, requires the broadest sort. of soli-
darity movement, with sympathetic people over
the warld using every meéans available to them.

-

i

campus notes

CUNY

More than 4000 students, faculty, and campus
workers at the City University of New York
marched on the governor’s New York City office
last month to protest budget cuts and a thréat to
As part of their response to the city’s fiscal
crisis, the banks have demanded cuts in the
CUNY budget that would wvirtually eliminate
student programs (such as tutoring and remedial
education) that- have made opén admissions
possible. Other budget cuts would mean a 15%
increase in faculty work loads, the elimination of
40%- ~of the school’s Masters programs, and a
sharp increase in registration fees. Over 3700
teachers and adjuncts have been laid off already.
In addition, the cutbacks may force CUNY to
end its free tuition policy.

U;liversity- of Texas

7000 University of Texas at Austin students
rallied last month in the largest demonstration at
UT:since the Kent State killings. The rally was.
part of a massive protest against the appoint-
ment of Lorené"-Rogers as president of the
university. Rogers was appointed by the Board
of Regents September 12 after having” been
rejected twice by the Student-Faculty Advisory
Committee. - '

_ The appointment led to the quick formation of
an ad hoc multiracial coalition, Students Helping

Academic Freedom at Texas (SHAFT), whose
memmbers included a black student group, Mecha,
the Radical Student Union, and the Capitol City
Young Democrats. SHAFT demanded the resig-
- nation or removal of Rogers, implementation of
HEW recommendations on racial discrimination,
restoration of funds for ethnic studies pregram
development, an end to reprisals against
politically active faculty, an end to attacks on
the autonomy of ‘student organizations, and a
greater student and faculty voice in university
policy-making. : ) )
SHAFT’s activities have included a three day
class boycott, a march of 2500- people to the
homes of various regents, and a teach-out. .
(classes on the lawn as a sign of protest). The
Rogers appointment has also given a strong
impetus to an AFT union drive among faculty.
The faculty unionization will mean that faculty,

teaching assistants,-arid staff will all be united in

ane
-

(Theseé rates dre subject to change if postal rates

Oliphant, Qem{er ‘P0§f

- -

For ideas on how people can participate in this
effort;” eontact one of theé.grouips working on _
Chile in your area. In addition, the Chile Action
Group in -Boston has published a packet of
informatiomnr and specific ideas for individuals and
groups. The packet may be ordered for $.50 from
Chile Action Group, c/o0 Cambridge Old Baptist
Church, 1151 Massachusetts Ave., Cambfidge.
MA 02138.

"MONTHLY REVIEW

an independent socialist magazine

Included in recent issues:

CLASS STRUGGLES IN PORTUGAL
by Paul M. Sweezy

. | MADAME GANDHI: RHETORIC = -
AND REPRESSION -
by Harry Magdoff

| CHINA'S ECONOMIC STRATEGY

by Paul M. Sweézy !
Harry Magdoff
John G. Gurley "1

|

Future articles:’
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CLASS ROOTS OF FEMINISM
by Karen Sacks

MIGRATORY LABOR IN WESTERN
EUROPE by Antony Ward

' DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLE-
. TARTAT IN CHINA® .
. by John Ehrenreich -

Subscribe now

lﬁye,ar',». $11;- 2 years, $20;
student rate, $9

Name

Address

g

-} Zip

62 W.l4th St., NYC 10011

Notice to Foreign Subscribers

Ordinary ($4.00) subscriptions to the NAM
newspaper are sent by surface mail for.financial
reasons. Air mail postage costs us an average of
over $1.00 a month per paper. We will sehd r

_newspapers overseas-air mail, but must charge a
total of $16 for an airmail foreign subscription.

change.)
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Joe Hughes with NVA comrades on Saigon rooftop

‘Saigon,

continued from pagel

group that although they had made a serious
mistake in judgement, the time had come for all
Vietnamese to work. together and no action
would be taken against them. Then he asked for
questions. After a nervdus pause, one woman
raised her hand.

I have a comment,” she said. ‘‘I want to tell

vou that I am very happy that you have come to
Saigon instead of the Vietcong who would have
killed us.”

~ "'She was-so brainwashed about these so-called
Vietcong that she didn’t even recognize them,"
Joe added.

Almost overnight, an organized infrastructure
of the PRG surfaced in every neighborhood, a
preparedness which Joe credits for what Time
called '‘the most velvety transition of power ever
effected by a communist government.’

Industrious students and volunteers began
distributing rice to the needy, moving the home-
less into evacuated housjng, organizing innocula-
tions against disease, and taking a door-to-door
census in their school notebooks.

“The organization was lovely, spontaneous,
and effective without bureaucracy,” Joe said.

Refugees Offered Land -

In an effort to revitalize the countryside,
urban refugees were offered a plot of land, trans-
portation to it, and & first planting of rice. The
U'S. Embassy stood like an empty shell picked
clean on the inside, and more serious attempts
hegan to rid the city of its vestiges of 15 years of
U.S. cultural corruption. )

From what Joe saw and heard, the PRG was
managing political, restructuring from the top
down. while the North Vietnamese troops
handled security. They cooperated in peace as
thev had in war, as coordipated but separate
units. | .

The new gbvernment inherited 25 years’ worth
of worsening conditions, an economy" long
propped up by Americén funds, a rice shortage
on the devastated land, and the loss of millions in
gold taken out of the country by the old regiime.
With a short supply of money, food, fuel, over

three million unemployed,.and a history of cor-
ruption, “it is no surprise that stealing also
became a serious problem..

Joe’s brother had a camera stolen on the
street. The North Vietnamese Army (NVA)
-security forcesusually fired. warning shots in the
air, but also aimed at thieves who failed to stop,

- Joe reported. .

A photograph, widely circulated by the media
in this country, of a thief being executed on the
spof appeared in Saigon’s ‘‘Liberation Daily."
Joe's friend$ in the NVA were incredulous, since
their orders were to take suspects to head-
quarters, where a wax:ning was given. However,
after two warnings a thief might be executed, the
NVA told Joe.

“I] told them I was against capital punish-
ment.” Joe frowned, adding that a discussion
ensued for several hours. “They shared my
feelings. but pointed out that the first months of
establishing a new system were not normal
circumstances.”’

* **An Un:-Military Military”

As Angericans familiar only with the mentality
of U.S. troops and their frequent confusion about

. the cause for which they fight, Dick and Joe

Hughes spent hours almost, every day in conver-
sation with the NVA in their building.

“They were the most un-military military I
ever saw -- very warm and compassionate. They
sat beside us when we talked with an arm around
us or holding hands,”’ Joe said. They asked about
poverty and unemployment in the U.S., and
expressed appreciation for the antiwar move-
ment here, but generally came already equipped
with firiely honed political knowledge. Through-
out all the years of jungle fighting, they rarely
missed two hours daily of political education,
they said.

They told stories of how they tricked electronic
sensors set to detect human excrement by tying
bags of urine to trees, and how bombing raids
were used to clear forests for road building.

As a people’s army, they marketed, slept, and
lived with village people. Although most had
spent their adult lives fighting, the transition to
peace time came easily, Joe observed.

“What they fought for was peace. When it
came, the guns went down and they enjoyed it --

just became part of the neighborhood," he said..

They told him about being under a carpet
bombing in a bunker and emerging with their
noses and ears bleeding from concussions.
Everything around for as far as they could see
was .destroyed, gone. -

My God. What power they have,” the sol-
diers exclaimed. But after recovering from the
shock, they felt reassured. “Wé knew if we
survived that, we could survive anything,” they
told Joe. o
, One 39 year old veteran, who had spent 17
vears walking and fighting in the jungles
between Hanot and Saigon, asked Joe to deliver
a message when he got home. ‘‘Tell the American
people that I have a dream that someday there
will be no'unemployment and no servants in the
U.S.."” he said.

“They are not gloating in their victory,” Joe
added. ‘“Their goals are long range. They hope
for world liberation.”

Committee/ Defends
Indonesian Prisoners

Ten years ago a bloody takeover by right-wing
generals turned Indonesia into a military dicta- -
torship. Several hundred thousand people were
killed' and all progressive organization of
workers, farmers, teachers and students were
banned. At the present time between 50,000 and
100,000 Indonesians are in ja#l for political
reasons. They are being held without trial and
without hope of release. Interestingly enough, in
the last few years Indonesia has gotten more
foreign aid from the U.S., Japarn and West
Europe than any other country in the world. The
U.S. Campaign for the Release of Indonesian
Political Prisoners has been formed to work for
the release of these prisoners. It will focus,
among other things, on getting the U.S. to follow
the Abourezck Amendment, a 1974 law which
bans U.S. military aid to any nation which
abuseés the.elementary- civil rights of its citizens.
For further information, write: TAPOL -- the
U.S. campaign for the release of Indonesian
Political Prisoners, P.O. Box 609, Montclair,
N.J. 07042.
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Portuguese Soldlers Defy Leaders S

by Larry Miller, Newspaper Collective..” -

Cheered on by their supporters, the striking ~

soldiers of the Army Drivers School recently left
the army base outside Oporto that they had
occupied for over.a week. Claiming a victory over
the Portuguese government, they announced
that their unit would be kept intact, that there
would be no reprisals, and that they would begin
publishing a daily newspaper for the rank and
file soldiers’” movement, to be called Soldier’s:
Struggles.

Ever since last year’s coup, rank and file
soldiers have been. agitating and dxscussnxg

Elected regimertal -assemblies have begun to.

transform’ the traditional hierarchy and disci-
pline of armies everywhere. Soldiers have not
hesitated to participate in political debate or
demonstrations. As long as the pro-Communist
Party government of Prime Minister Vasco
Goncalves was in power, the soldiers'did nat run
into direct conflict with the government. But the
new center-right, cabinet of Admiral Azevedo,
backed by a coalition of the Socialist Party and
the Popular Democrats, sees democracy in the
barracks as a serious threat.

As a result, splits have appeared within-the
Portuguese Armed. Forces. Political activity is
no longer limited to the Armed Forces Move-
ment (MFA), the coalition of dissatisfied officers
who staged a successful coup against the fascist
Caetano government in April 1974. The under-.
ground organization of rank and file soldiers has
appeared. 1t is called United Soldiers Will Win
(its initials in . Portuguese are SUV). In a
.document called An Appeal from the SUV to
their brother workers and soldiers throughout
Europe, the SUV describes itself as part of the
“‘alliance of workers, farmers, soldiers and sailors
which will lead to workers’ power.” It seeks to
“break down the military hierarchy and con-
test...the state power of the bourgeoisie and the

- bourgeois army

Angola Ccnﬂlct Threatens

by Leo Casey

One of Angola’s three warring revolutionary

movements will declare. the Pertuguese colony of
Angola an independent nation on November 11.°
The Popular Movement for the Liberation” of
Angola (MPLAJ plans to -issue a unilateral
declaration of independence on the same day
chosen by the Portuguese government for the
formal establishment of a coalition government
including all three rival organizations. -

The balance of power in this area of Africa is

fragile and complex. To under_s,tand the signifi- -

cance and results of the MPL.A announceément, it
. is necessary to understand something about the
nature of the three different movements.

The MPLA is the oldest -and strongest of
Angola’s three independence . -movements.
Formed in 1956 by the merger of several still
older groups, it began with a base of support
among urban workers and intellectuals with
strong socialist leanings, Afteran abortive urban
uprising in 1961, the MPLA withdrew most of.its
activists torural areas and bases outside Angola.
From these staging g(r:ounds, the MPLA began
Angola’s long ‘‘people’s war!’ for national
independence. -7 '

In 1958; a separatlst movement among the
Bakongd people who populate the' border

between' Angola and Zaire emerged as a rivalt
“nationalist’” grouping, the FNLA. Led by Zaire
entrepreneur Holden Roberto, the FNLA has
remained a tribally based organization. Roberto,
whao has received some backing from the United
States government, refused to cooperate with the
MPLA. Instead, he called upon his ‘brother-in-

‘law, Zairean dictator Mobutu Sese-Seco, to expel
the MPLA from its bases in Zaire.

In 1966, a former aide to Roberto, Jonas
Savimbi, established a, third group, the National
Union for the Total Independence of Angola
(UNITA). UNITA was denied access toany

< unit, the army drivers school,
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- foreign bases by neighbering African hations. Its

When the SUV first appeared, the right did
not take it seriously. Azevedo ‘was quoted in
Newsweek as saying that he would “‘crush the
SUVin four days.” But the SUV and the Left in
general turred out to be -strongér and better
organized than was thought. When, in an effort

~ to cripple the Left, Azevedo ordered troops to

occupy a mumber of Leftist radio stations in
Lisbon, many: of the troops mutinied and sided-
-with the radio station staffs. An'anti-Azevedo
demonstration in Oporto drew 50,000 workers
-and 1500 uniformed troops. In Lisbon 10,000
steel workers demonstrated .in support of the
Left.

-

'T‘he government responded by trying to tﬁans’- )
fer Leftist troops out of sérsitive positions  and

trying to break up-Leftist units. When_one such
was_ ordered
disbanded and turned out of their barracks they" ,
went as a unit. to occupy the barracks of another
Leftist unit, the Heavy Artillery Regiment.
Eighteen otherunits throughout Portugal rallied
to their support. And after remaining on strike
for almest two weeks they forced the govern-

3
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éndependence

range of operation has been litited to bouthwest
Africa. -~
Savimbi and UNITA represent themselves as

everything to everyone. They haveé mahaged at .

one time or another to sell China on their

“Magist” politics, to demonstrate their ‘“Pan-

Africanism” t6 Américan black nationalists, to

. impress the Western powers with their anti-

communism, and, most.recently and most con-
vincingly, to persuade Portuguese colonialists
remaining in Angola. that they are the
“moderate” solution. The only position that has
been consistent in UNITA's work has ‘been its
willingriess to forgo any principle in return for

aid: Despite this, or perhaps because of it, ™

UNITA remains small N
Coup'in Portugal

With the April 25 coup in Portugal, Angolan
independence became an-immediaté possibility.
Angoela is potentially-on€ of thé richest nations in
the Third World, with large deposits of diamond
and oil and extremely fertile- agricultural land,

ment to back down, reinstate the entire unit. and

~ promise that there would be no reprisals:

Not all soldiers back the Left. :Many of the
officers, partieularly those not in the MFA, and
some of the rank and file, support a return to
orthodox discipline and an end_ to political
dctivity. The conservative Socialist Party and
the Azevedo government have begun ‘to
strengthen their ties'with this conservative wing
of-the military."On October 3 the SP held a rally
to.support a commando unit with a- right-wing
teputation. The SP made if clear that they- see
the commandos as a counter to the Left. In
response, Leftist troops in Lisbon and Oporto’
have discussed distributing - drms to civilian

" militants. -

Political developments in. the mlhtarv are
crucial in Portugal, not merely for the obvijous
reasons or armed power, but because, as a legacy
of the Aftican. colonial wars, the Portuguese
military is a large proportion of the politically.
active population. One fourth of all military-age
men dre in the armed forces. The polarization
within the Army reflects and prefigures develop-
_ ments m Portugal "as a whole

most of which now produces cash crops for
export’ to .-developed hations. International
competition over Angola’s future has been as
strong das internal eompetition.

The MPLA has received the support of pro-

gressive African states such as Tanzania, along
with the backing of the liberation movements in
the other former Portuguese colonies in Africa..
The Soviet Union and eastern bloc nations have
supplied vital material and military aid.
China, i an attempt to counter-Soviet influ-
ence in Angola, has Jjoined Zaire and the United
States in support of the FNLA. China has come
under strong pressure from Mozamblque and
Tanzania to reverse this policy, and .in response
has now announced an official policy of neutral-
ity. But Chirese miilitary advisors have hot vet
withdrawn from the FNLA's bases in Zaire.
Ir May and June of this year, civil war broke
out among-the three Angelan-rival groups. With
the Zairean army,- the FNLA invaded Angola
from the north to attack the MPLA. UNITA
-declared neutrality, but later joined the FNLA
forces. Despite this attack from two sides; the
MPLA currently controls: most of the Angolan
coast, including the major ports and the capital -
city of Luanda, the cil-rich enclave-of Cabinda.
and much- of tHe céntral interior. The FNLA
controls the Bakongo provinces bordering Zaire,
and UNITA remains felatively streng in the
southern interior. Parts of the south are r
-the direct protection of the South A'fric:@
which.’has invaded from neighboring Namibia
“The military situation is in temporary stale-
mate, with the MPLA in control of strategic
points. It is not clear that the MPLA Has the
military- power to consolidate its earlier victories.
What will happen as a result of the MPLA: call to
mdependence is unclear. Will -the Portuguese
recognize MPLA sovereignty? Will UNITA drop
the FNLA and join an MPLA-led government?

How heavily will the Zairean army become, in- ..

volved? How would the progressivé African
nations respond to a full scale Zaifean invasion?

1 We may know soon.

4
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by Bill Bigelow, Dayvton NAM (with help from

Millie Thayer)

It's hard to conceive of fall without football.
By 19756 it seems as though the sport has been
with us forever. We forget, orfieverknew, the era
when football was merely one.ef many popular
sports. ‘ ’

Between 1960 and.1970, paid attendance at pro
football games shot up a phenomenal 139%.
Baseball attendance increased only -43%:

AMWhvy. this suddenupsurge of enthusiasm in the
'60's? Clearly football itself didn't hecome any
more interesting. We must look outside the
realm of sports to explain its attraction.

Changing 'Tines - ,
By 1966. there were 389,000 U.S. troops in
Vietnam fighting an entirely ‘“‘unconventional”

war. with no clear battle lines and no decisive
victories despite the massive use of sophisticated

el oy d cea
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WHY FOOTBALL?

~

Where the war in Vietnam could only produce
frustration for those who were on ‘“‘our” side,
football provided no such ambiguity. The gains
and losses on football’s battle line were-clear cut.
No guerrilla warfare here. The teams stood face
to face and fought it out like men. Points: were
rewarded when enough property was captured’
from the opposition. Where the-black ghettoes
could seemingly explode into street fighting at
any moment, the conflict in football was entirely
ordered and predictable. How refreshing to have
violence in the framework of comprehensible
rules. (Those Vietcong didn’'t even wear uni-

forms.) N -
_In Vietnam, even our *‘victories” felt not quitc
right. We had napalm and B-52’s. But on the

‘gridiron, eleven men faced eleven.men on the

same turf with the same rules. A victory meant
our team played better.

If someone committed a ‘‘crime’ like clipping
or holding, there was a specific penalty to be
enforced. Compare this with people’s frustra-

techhology. Moreover, the methods and even the
goals of the war were being challenged by the

growing antiwar movement. Demonstrations;
civil disobedience, sabotage, a wholesale rejec-

tion of established order characterized the resis-
tance.

Along side the antiwar movement came the
growth of the counter-culture, spurning ideals of
competition. rigid discipline, clean-cut appear:
ance. and the capithlist work ethic. Women
- began to questioh their long established roles of
subservience and passivity. Between 1960 and
1970 crime skyv-rocketed 176%. Where was

respect for private property and law and order? -

If this wasn't enough, the frustration of black
communities had been erupting throughout the
decade: Harlem, Watts, Detroit, Ne'wai‘k,... The
shock waves of crime and urban revolt helped
push milllons into fleeing to tract homes in the
suburbs. -

So what does all this have to do with the
growing attraction of football? New needs were
being generated by the tumultuous events of the

'60's. needs which. sought expression and fulfill-’

ment. however distorted, in every area of
people’s lives. The millions of new football
patrons, and the millions more in front of their
TV sets, can only: be understood in terms of
people’s .attempts to cope with their changing
world.

Ve
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tions with the lawlessness of the larger society.
Crime was rampant, but the criminals weren’t

going to jail - théy weren’t receiving their °

penalty. TV brought us hlacks looting in Newark
and Watts, antiwar demonstrators, pat smokers

- they weren't being’ penalized. 1t’s not that-

people flocked to football to get their revenge.
But society- was changihg. People’s values and
attitudes were b/eing challenged. A way for
Americans to feel good about their old beliefs
and reconcile them with the new situation was
needed.

. Masculinity

Football also provided a welcome. reinforce-
ment for the traditional ‘sexist conceptions of
femininity and masculinity. As soon as the pom-
pom “girls” had finished cheering on their
fighting men, the baton twirlers took to the field
to entertain at half-time. The women’s moral
support wa\as clearly secondary to the man’s

- world of football. . -

And these men weren’t the bearded counter-
cultural lot. Neither sensitivity -nor gentleness
were going to score touchdowns. The men were
valued for théir strength, their size, their rigid
training and discipline, and to"a lesser extent
their ability to make decisions.

Football also met needs long fulfilled by pro-
fessional sports-in general, needs which took on
new urgency in the 60’s. Rooting wholeheartedly
for your team was an exhilarating experience.
For'recent arrivals in the suburb$ who had lost
even the minimal sense of community- which
previously existed in ethnic and -other closeknit
neighborhoods this was espécially true. But even
if you were suffering from the_more- ordinary
variety: of:,isolétipn in-a capitalist society, foot-
ball could be that arena where you were con-
nected with other people.

Thousands of people in-the stands together

supporting their team unquestioningly could

’

provide a brief sense of solidarity. People’s con-
versations throughout the week, in bars, on the
job, in the subway, could center on football. This
togetherness was especially attractive as it
became clearer that society was rife with
divisions. Opportunities to feel wunited with

people were few and far between.
: L

/
Knowing the Rules
N
The decisions made in football were technical.
To pass or to run was simply a matter of which
tactic furthered the ultimate goal of winning. If a

-, team was penalized for being offsides, no one

questioned whether offsides was' a good rule. The
only question was, was -the player offsides?
But Nixon'’s football analdgies to the contrary,
political decisions were not merely technical,
they involved deciding what the goals should be.
The antiwar, blgck liberation, and women’s

~ movements were Beginnjng to call into question,

the very goals of politics. This was discomforting
in a situation where political decisions seemed to
have been atrived at by skiﬂec\l technicians (poli-
ticians) having access to an abundanceof inform- -
ation and then intelligently deciding on the,
correct approach. In football, thé old framework
was still operative. People could cheer at the top
of their lungs knowing that winning was the only
goal and that all decisions were simply technical.

In football, as in politics, people werer't really
participating in decision-making. But where
political choices .were becoming increasingly
complex and mystified, the different choices-in
football-were laid out neatly and clearly*infront
of us. If we weren't actually making the decisions
we were at least feeling somewhat on top of the
situation. The society certainly didn’t equip
people—to make decent political choices, but
anybody could ’quartérba’éli from the stands.

Explanations for any social phenomenon, foot-
ball included, can provide insights into how a
society functions. A thorough understanding of
the rise of football would examine the responses
of different 'social graups based on their specific
conditions and c6nscioushess. It would include
figuring out how much the football boom was in
the interests of city governments, local capital-
ists, downtown merchants, and a host of other
groups.

Football, as currently played, reinforces dis- *
torted conceptions of society and of people’s
capabilities. Only a strong radical movement can
begin to deal with the needs and desirés which
now find their outlet through football.
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Nashville

by John Viertel, Newspaper Collective

No' American movie has received as much-

acclaim-this year as Robert Altman’s Nashville.
And it is a brilliant piece of work. .

In the opening shot a politician’s sound truck
(a recurrent image in the film) emerges, blaring

out its brassy message. Cut to a record studio,

where Have Hamilton, king of country music, is
recording: “We must be doing something right
to last two hundred years.”

The sound truck’s message is recorded on
tape, and now we: see the elaborate electronic
gadgetry and the host of technicians which the
singer, brilliantly played by Henry Gibson,
manipulates with icy control and a Napoleonic
sense of power.

We live in the age of what has been called ‘“‘the
reproducible work of art’’ -- art that is recorded,
.photographed, taped and broadcast, art that is

mass-produced. All this requires elaborate tech-

nology and an' enormous distributing-4nd mar-
keting network. Art becomes the product of an
art, .or entertainment, industry. It beconies
corporate -art.

That is the central tensmn of Nashville.
Country music is an art form which has its roots
deep in the folk culture of -this. country. Its
performers séem to cultivateé populist virtues of
friendliness, humility, and simplicity. Yet behind
the scenes is a sophisticated world where' wealth
and power and instant fame are ‘pursued with
ruthless ferocity.

RONEE SLAXLEY GARBARA N”lﬁ

The Hollywood of 40 Years Ago

Altman knows this world. ‘“Nashville is the
Hollywood of forty years ago,” he said in a
recent interview. “And like that Hollywood, it
both caters to the widest audience and shapes
that audience to the visions and aspirations
expressed in its product. The tone of Nashville is
nostalgia, bully patriotism, come to Jesus re-
ligion, callow love and vicious sentimentality.”

The film doesn’t focus only on the performers’
world, but also on the audience, presented as a
representative segment of America in the 1970’s.
It tries to present areading of the country S. stale
of mind.

. The product is a corporate product; the visions
and aspirations are those which corporate power
seeks to propagate. But the audience is not the
only object of corporate domination. The busi-
ness of show business is business. The very lives
of the performers become commaodities, packaged
for marketing. This is shown vividly in the
“characters portrayed by Ronee Blakely and
Keith Carradine. .

7

Altman has been -faulted on several counts.
One is that the soundtrack cannot be clearly
understood. But that criticism. assigns to the
spoken word the narrative function that it has on
stage. Altman succeeds in making sound, in the
greatest variety of textures, expressive and rep-
resentative of the life he depicts.

Somie have complained that the characters are
not fully realized. Joan Tewksbury’s brilliant
screen play doesn’t show characters as isolated
individuals: it shows a social entity, the charac-

ters as a part of a whole. That is why they remain *

in our memory with a greater life than the fully
realized characters of many more conventional
films.

A

Cruel Caricature?

In his review in the Nation, Robert Nash
charged that Nashville is not a ‘“fair, and
balanced’” presentation, but ‘“a wild fantasy, a
bouncy, brilliant, and cruel caricature.”

It is more than that. It presents a fundamental

and essential truth. Nashville shows the corrup-

ting manipulative power of corporate art, the

corrupting and dehumanizing effect on the con- -

sumers of this art. .
-Nashville explores‘the relation of this art to

" politics. Art, as Altman stated, expresses the

visions and aspirations of a society, of the
various forces in that society. It can express the
truest visions and the highest aspirations. In
that way it will be an important part of politics in
the hxghest sense. But corporate art will express
corporate visions-and aspirations. Corporate art
becomes “corporate politics.

But Nashville itself is a movie -- a product of
the entertainment industry. This is the source of

its weakness and of 1ts s greatest interest. The _ |

men who control the corporate structure are not

{ all-powerful. They must produce and sell what

will attract audiences. If they don’t want their
products to degenerate into utter dreariness,
they must at times employ the serv1ces of
talented, sometimes even honest, artists. They
must occasionally present works which have

" some relationship to the life their audiences

perceive. Thus many works, even of corporate
art, are the products of a struggle of contending
and contradlctory forces. Theré are even rare
‘occasions when truth and talent win. Nashville i is
one such victory.

But scarcely a total victory. Nashville depicts
people as totally corrupted and dehumanized. Is

there really such a faint trace of decency and ;!

humanity left? Does Nashville really portray the
American people, or does it show instead the
anxiety, hostility, and estrangement of ah artist
in Altman’s social position?

—~ Altman " portrays what he sees and feels
honestly and penetratingly. For him, to include
the hope and the possibility for change that we
see in America today would make the film false
and unbelievable. It usually seems contrived and

barassing to end-a movie review with a call for -

political action. But that it-what a real criticism
of thjs mévie demands.

" challenge *tho speaker‘s charge clm we have one hea!fh care
system for the rich and another for-the poor. Tous,tbenare

no M"
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by Rick Kunnes,”Ann Arbor NAM

All the items below were contained in reports
from major research and medical centers or gov-
ernmental agencies, released in the last sxxty
- days.

eHospital costs are rising 50% faster than the

L cost of living.

eLast year, doctors performed at least.two
million unneeded operations, which resulted in
24,000 unnecessary deaths. As many as 50% of
the two billion prescriptions written annually are
unnecessary.- *

.ePatients have a legal right to demand to see
ahy part or all of their hospital record and have it
fully explained before consenting to any treat-
ment.

eThe United Nations World Health Organi-
zation says 75% of all cancer is a direct result of
air, water, or food pollutants, additives. or radid-
tion. That is, 75% of all cancer is artificially
induced. There are no great technical or medical
barriers to a cancer-prevention program that
could screen and detect cancer-causing agents
~ ahd remove them from the environment and from
homeé and consumer products. The only obstacles
are the economic and political power of pollution-
producing corporations.

eoSky-rocketing oil pricés have encouraged
major industries to turn to coal as their prime
energy source. However, coal burning has now
dramatically increased sulfate pollution in 24
states. The Sulfate pollution, in turn, has‘greatly
worsened the symptoms of people with heart and -
lung diseases. ’

-ofn spite-of thefact that-the Supreme Court
has legalized abortion, as many as one million
U.S. women were unable to obtain abortions in
1974. The vast majority of these women were
poor and young. :

eChildren born of mothers who were refused
abortions suffer significantly more illness and
requiré more hospitalizations regardless of the
economic class of the mother. :

health notes

eIn Cuba and the Soviet Union, the birth
control pill is not considered safe and is not
distributed.

eThe _inost effective and safest method of birth
control, vasectomy, the severing of the male
sperm tube, has not been widely used, because it
could not be reversed. Now surgical procedures
are available to reconnect the severed tubes.

eToday most women know the value of self-
examination for early detection of breast cancer:
Fewer men know that they should examine them-
selves for cancer of the testes. Early detection
significantly increases the chance of cure. Self-
examination should be done right after shower-
ing, when the scrotum (the-sac containing the
testes) is relaxed. Each testicle should be felt
gently between the fingers and thumbs of both
.hands. The testicles have cord-like structures at
the back (the sperm-collecting epididymus),

which should not be mistaken for abnormalities.

But any Iump .or unusual consistency should
immediately be reported to a doctor. Other
warning signs include pain in the breasts or
" sudden accumulation of fluid in the scrotum.

- -@Approximately 72% of U.S. nursing homes
- have one or mior¢ major fire code violatjons.
‘Nursing homes rank number one on the list of
unsafe places to be in case of fire.

. J
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Fall TV Seas_q_ B E

» - Cops, Cern and Commemais

by Chris Casey. New_spaper CO.HGCUVG Another popular T.V. formula closely r;elatfed

to the ethnic Sit-com is the photo-album view ‘of
-~ P ) the perfect Anierican family of yesteryear. The

Due to circumstances beyond our control, the_ ‘Waltons, the oldést and most successful of these,
fall T'V. season:is upon-us with the originality of
a summer re-run and the creativity of a cat-food
commercial; The main course in this dull diet of
stock T.V. formulas continues to bé the story-of
the “stper-cop.” There's the rookie cop, the
‘sensitive cop. the aging cop, the - Broderick.
Crawford cop. thesix-million dollar cop and still’
more. If'vou turn on your T.V. durmg any given
night and don't see s5ome ¢rusading super-sleuth”
in blue jumping off a tenement fire escape onto
the shoulders of the local drug dealer, consider
vourself lucky.

One of the worst police shows is SW.A.T, a
series about a tactical task force that can be.seen
charging through downtown streets; dressed in
military fatigues and armed with machiné guns
and bazookas. The show is hardly a harmless
Marvel Comics affair because it actively pro-
motes the use of wide-scale, technologically -
sophisticated violence against the “‘enemy.” Like
almost everv cop show, it neatly usés the
male-role fantasy of aggressive virility and ath-
letic abilitv to ‘support repression. These latter-
day Marlboro cowboys bring back the image of
the gun-toting, take-charge male who makes the
newspapers while the helpless women watch
from, the sidelines. These shows condition the
viewer not only to accept the sexist formula of
ntale dominance and female passivity, but-also to
identifv with the violence perpetrated by the
guardians of the status quo. If a few “revolu-
tionaries'’ get blown up in a Los Angeles house
on the six-o'clock news, it's hardly surprising or
. shocl{ing, If the National Guard is called in to

“swat” a riot. there's yet another real dlife
épisode with familiar, easily 1deni:1f1able good
guys and bad guys.. )

‘Glose behind :the cop show, which makes up-
about 25% of prime time T.V. is the ethnic
situation comedy. In the: old- fashioned white
middle-class sit-coms, an Ozzie Nelson or Fred
MacMurray would. not be ecstatic atthe-sight of
rigatoni, hominy grits ‘or borscht soup. But in

this vear of Jeffersons, Vitales, Morgensterns
and Montefuscos, T.V: has. decided that the
public is mature enough to view the.secret lives
of ethnic America. For after a few years of
successful Bunkerisms about “poles” and
“mics.”’ the networks realized that .exploiting
ethnic -identity could - make them and their .
sponsors_a: lot of .money. .

The ethnic sit-com formula usually presents a.
kirid. comic but stubborn-papa and a submissive,
warmi-hearted matriarch who- craftily manip-
ulates things from back-stdge. Perhaps the most
offensive shows are those that present the black
experience as- a pleasant middle-class affair
where the closest reference to oppression is found
in- stock-jokes about Marcus Garvey and Huey
Newton. The €haracters in these shows are not
simply unreal cartoon cut-outs but frequently
reinforce racist stereotypes of black people. For-
example. in an episode of That'ss My Mama,
Cleavon Little’s brother is présented as a mind-
less. incompetent ‘who “falls for the’ dumb con-
“scheme of “the local ‘black robber while ‘he’s
minding Cleavon’s barber shop. Later, when he _
wins S50 in a poker game, he forgets to pay
back his brother and instead rushes out to blow -
it on the 'good booze and women'"that can be
had for the money.

'On The Rocks is another situation comedy
that presents racist images of black people. In
this show they are lovably lazy and corrupt
convicts who enjoy an almost country-club-
prison life where the. time is passed in locker
- toom horseplay. In the first episode, a black

convict denies to a guard a series of prison thefts -
he has committed by claxmmg w1th great sar-
casm and insincerity that he wds a “poor victim
of environment.” The show not only sells the
stereotype of the shiftless, work-hating black
“man but it also provides a totally false and.
propagandistic view of American prisons &s

resorts which coddle incorrigible criminals.

<

portrays a. close-knit family of simple, God-
fearing values that relies- on—Yankee ingenuity
and Providence to see itself through. The stable,
two-car garage world of Leave It To Beaver.is no
Ionger a credible fantasy for most Americans. So
the clock must be turned back to an age before
inflation, high cfime rates and chromc unem-

“ployment.

The ethnic sit-com -also -indicates dechnmg
confidence in the possibility of middle-class
affluence. In order to sell the myth of the happy
apd—s_ecuré American family of 1975, thé appealis -
made primarily to ethni¢ or racial idenity and not
to the viewer’s visions of weekend ski trips with-

the kids.

The-other major sit-com formula is that of the
so-called ufdependent woman. The role that
Cloris Leachman plays in Phyllis, the year’s lead
ratings success for a new show, reveals the total
conventionality of T.V.’s-“liberated”” woman. In
the second episode, we see Phyllis; the happily
widowed mother. of a Caroline Kennedy look-
.alike, scamperirig back to the rich home of her

ITURUO&)MA{UDE HEEHDS H

MY HUSBAND, WITHOUT

"

in-laws because she- cannot cope with apartment
living on her own. The overwhelming:image is
that of a spoiled, highly emotional overgrown
girl who needs the firm, guiding hand of a man:
In the first episode of Fay, our youthful middle-

. ~aged divercee is lmmedlately besieged by a hip

young hairdresser while she fights off her hus-
band’s pleas.for reunion. The “independent’” life
of Fay still seems to revolve around her-emotions
and opinions concerning men and, like Phytis,
she remains well within the stifling sexist bound .
of the traditional .feminine role.

" Toss in ‘lots of footballs, basketballs and
hockey pucks, a few Marcys Welby and Perry
Mason.shows, and, some movies, and you get
the dynamic 1975 “‘super-season.”” And we can
expect lots more potential Emmy winners like
On The Rocks.in years to come.*Only when you
begin to notice listings for series like The Young
Stockbrokers, Wall Street Story .or The Loan
‘Sharks: (a Jaws-like tale about big banks
swallowing N.Y.C.)in your T.V. Guide, will you

. know that the networks are conceding that there
is a Jot more than the quality of television that's
on the rocks.

Y (ONGEST GIRL, OUT O HER

TELLING ME,INVITES - BAND, Has, RST DATE, ISNT HOME gy &EVGJ
cooé(fs DN— - VITES AR COUPL UER slac WIMH WORRY, I  CoLLD
THE LAUGH TRACK 9&60 %C}fu, HER.

I TORY FAﬂiEE KL)Ou)S
BEST HIS YOKGEST GIRL, 0UT

ON HER FIRST FATE (SNT HCHE
g((CK (OTH WORRY. THE LAQG(
TRACK, ROARS.

-
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Liberation, Lawyers, and Losers

by Elayne Rapping

If you can believe the media hype, the most
significant thing abouf the new television season
is its focus on the “liberated woman.” According

to Newsweek, it's “Ladies First’’ all the way,.
with three new- series -- “Fay,” ‘Phyllis,” and _
_ “Kate McShane" --

featuring women “leading
the liberated life.”

But why should you believe the media hype?
Look for. yourself and you’ll soon see that TV's
new Ms. . merica isn’t much different from her
mother.

First, the good news. “Fay,” starfing Lee
Grant, is a comedy about a 43 year old divorcee
with a.mind of her own. She started the seasor in
good form by defying her ex-husband’s demand
that she return to him or at the very least let. him

continueto support her. Moving right along, she’
scandalized her daughter by spending a weekend
with a man. When asked ‘what to tell-her.‘‘cute -

little grandson about Nana, Fay answered
spunklly, ‘Tell him Nana is getting it on.”
".And it looks like she intends to keep it that
way. The show-ended with Fay turning down 4
marriage proposal because, after- spendmg years
as nothing more. than “Jack s wife,”” she. was
theroughly enjoying her independence. Good for
you,” Fay. I hope you-survive the season with
your spirit intact. The odds are probably agairist
it, though. After all. how long can a militant
divorcee, stuck incongruously in the middle of
the Family Hour, avoid the censor’s scissors?
N6w for the bad news. “Phyllis” does about as

~ much for-the image of women a5 Kellogg-has
Chloris_
- Leachman, Phyllis is a botn loser, muddie-

done for granola. As played by

headed and incompetent. Far from being inde-
pendent, thefirst episode had her reacting to her
husband’s death by moying in with her mother-
in-law. who offered free room and board in
excharge for'the right to insult and humiliate her
at ledst once a minute. Things went from bad to
worse,"'with Phyllis being turned-down for every
conceivable job - from *‘‘change maker in a
laundromat” to “‘sales girl in-a live bait Store.”
Finally, she-swallowed her -pride and went to
work for the woman her husband ‘“had really
wanted. to fnarry,” as her mother-in:law kept
pointing out. Like “Rhoda” and “The Mary
Tyler Moare Show,” “Phylhs” has lots of worhen
characters. But most of them. are just that -
characters, ‘of :the most st,ereatyped and unflat-
tering female variety.

As for “Kate McShane,” a layvyer played by
Anne Meara, there isn/t much news at all. She’s a

.woman-all right, but that s-about all that. distin-
guishes- her from the more typical male TV

lawyer. Taking her lead from last season’s
“Police 'Woman," Kate succeeds in a man's
world by doing -her job just like a man,
However, her job, so.-far.at. least, imvolves
defending rather than shoeting down other
women. In the opening Segmient she defends a
young woman accused of a politital bormbing by

_arguing that her client had gone -along only to

persuade the bombers not to carry out their plan.
From a feminist point-of view, I guess ‘“Kate"
comes out ahead of “Phyllis.”” But I wouldn’t
wart to push the argument much further. Nor
would I want to urge all.you feminists who never

. watch television to rush out and buy a set on the

LPN3]

.basis of this season’s new ‘‘women’s’’ series.
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Peoples Party
- Meets

; by Steve Watrous

Fifty delegates to the Peoples

Party National Convention have

selected Margaret Wright, a black
Los Angeles community activist, as

the party’s provisional Presidential

nominee. Dr. Benjamin Spock, the
party’s Presidential candidate in
1972, was picked for the second slot
after the St. Louis convention.
The People’s Party is a loose feder-
ation of local groups in individuals,

which prizes diversity and local inde-

pendence. Local groups are unified
mainly through electoral politics,
especially the Presidential campaign.
Spock got 78,000 votes for President
in 1972, and People’s Party candi-
. dates received 115,000.votes in Cali-
fornia (for Lt: Governor) and 500,000
in Michigan (for Supreme Court).
The party’s affiliate in Vermont is
considered a major party there.
Unity with other left groups was

less of a concern this year than it had

been at past conventions. The p%
voted overwhelmingly to end ‘its
formal tie with the National Interim
Committee for a Mass Party of the
People, and refused to set up a
working relationship with the Con-
gress of African People on their pro-
posed leftist Presidential campaign,
However, Wright and Spock are
“provisional” candidates in case the
party decides later to work with
other. groups. -
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,  Members said the most significant
accomplishment of this year’s con-
vention was the platform. They see
the national slate of candidates as
serving to.get out ideas and ‘build
the party.” Planks were adopted
favoring feminist-socialism, work-
place organizing and participation in
unions, organizing the unemployed,
and several other radical and eco-
logical demands.

Although the Reople’s Party has
had some success at_the ballot box,
there is a growing interest in non-
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electoral organjzing. Kathy K. of the
Human Rights Party (th‘e\Peoples
Party affiliate in Michigan) said in a
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keynote address that the party Name..........coooiu e, R R R N
should make workplace and unem- 1§ pgqress..........................
ployment organjzing its priorities. i

She emphasized the need for more 1 City.......................... State................ ZiD.eoi

direction and opposed the present
loose structure. -
After the convention,- Peoples

(Add $4 per yr. additional postage for Canada and elsewhere abroad.)
Mail to: Guardian, 33 West 17th Street, New York, N.Y. 10011.

Party members will work to get their
candidates on the ballot in a major- -
ity of states, to publicize the- plat-
form, and to arrange appearances by
the nominees, as well as continuing
their non-electoral projects.
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-Cou ntry Music -

Work and Marriage

by Elayne Rapping, Pittsburgh NAM

Remember *‘radical chic” 9 And *‘hiking boot
chic™ ? Well, it looks like the people who decide
what's chic have spun their little wheel again,
and this time it's landed on country miusic.-First
came Robert Altnran's Nashville. Then there was
a flurry- of magazine articles, culminating in a
New York Times Magazine cover story. These
east and west coast culture mongers have all
taken -a rather campy ‘approach to the subject.
Through exaggeration and caricature they
manage to convey the idea that country music is
At best corny and at worst ihane. Buf there’s a

lot more to-it than that. Country musxc, even at

it s worst. is more interesting, pohtxcally, than
pop or commercial rock. It is-at ohce more class
conscious and more reactionary: more true and
more false: in a word, more contradictory, than
-‘ahy -other popular art form.

It began as the music of poor which working
people. -and even now, when it’s become urban
rather than rural. it expresses some of the real-
ities of working class life.

work itself as a topic Songs like *“Sixteen Tons,”
Cotton Mill Man," and_**Detroit City” (‘By day I

make the cars and by night I make the bars’’) -

clearly reflect the exploitation and alienation of
working tlass life. )

Work and Marriage

But while it’s significant,that any country
songs are about work, most of them obviously
aren’t. In fact, 75 to 80% of them are about love.
Even here, there :are important differences be-
tween country and its pop and rock equivalents.
For love in country music has Iittle to do with the
fantasies of Tin Pan Alley. No one ever “climbs a
stairway to the stars,” or ‘‘flies_the ocean in a
silver plane.” If you listen to it for a-while you'll
see why. Almost everyone in country lyrics is
married, while almost no one in pop or rock is.

The importance of this fact can’t be over-
estimated. For while pop and rock love.songs are
almost pure escapes from social and economic
reality. country love songs are rooted in it. They
take for granted what pop and rock refuse to
notice: that most Americans have to work; and
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that: for men this generally means wage labor,

.and: for women housework: ‘Country music is far

and away the most sexist of all popular—art
forms. But that’s at least partly because it’s. far
and away the most.honest. And because of it’s
honesty. it gives a clear picture of how sexist
ideology serves ¢apitalism.

‘Nowhere élse will you find so dramatlc a
picture of the interdependence of home and work-
place in capitalist society. Nowhere else will you
see how vital women are to capitalism, not only
as houseworkers, but, more important, as
symbols of the only pleasure, pride, and power a

working class man is allowed. -

The **good"".country woman is always d-house-
w1fe and.her work is cut out for her. During the
day. she changes the diapers, cooks the grits,
and irons the shirts. At night, “behind closed
doors,"" of course, she “‘lets her hair hang down”’
and reveals her sexuality to the only man who

~owns her, legally and finmancially. ~

She Makes the World Go.Away-

Underlying the domestic and sexual services
she perforis” is an all- -important emotional
function. The country woman is the one who
‘makes it all worthwhile.”- She ‘““makes the world
go away’ after'a hard day’s work, and some-
times even during it. The working man in a
current hit puts it nicely:* “While my hands are
making a living/My mind’s home loving you.”
When you think of the drudgery of the assembly
line, you realize the importance of these “day-
dreams ‘about night-things” --and so, of women
and the family -- to the smooth functioning of

capitalism. If she wasn’t there at night to fulfill

his dtreams, the  whole things could fall aparj:

That's why the ‘most eorhmercialized country ™ ~

thusic puts so much stress on Standing By Your

Man, forgiving him for everything and hanging
‘onto him at all costs, no matter. how rotten he is.

Tammy Wynette has made a fortune selling
women on the (not so obvious), rewards of this,
and explaining how to do it. You have to “be

- proud of him”’; make him think ‘‘he’s better than

the rest”; and most of all, keep loving him --
Thore than “she” can, ‘“more than yesterday,”
more than anything. In other words, make him
feel like a king so he'll forget the truth: that
“after all, he’s just a man,” which, for the
average worker, is a
thought. _ . - -
" This is the femine ideal, of course. It’s also, for
obviaus reasons, what gets the most AM radio
play. But a lot of.country music is as honest
about the miseries of home life as of work.
Country women have it pretty tough. And-they
complain as much as their men. They get bored,
jealous, and exhausted. ‘‘Left with the kids,
three dogs. and a houseful of dirty wash,” the
“littlelady” may not find time or energy to think
loving thought all day. And, much as she knows
that “Good lovin keeps a home'together,” she’s
apt* to lose both heér temper and her sexual
appetitie when-he-comes home, reeking of liquor,

“with lovin’ on his mind.”
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Lea;ring and Cheating

But while country music-allows her to com-
plain, its insistence on a strict double standard
makes it hard for her tb do much about things.
The-two most common uses of the double stan-
dard involve *leaving’ and ' ‘cheating,” both of
which are pretty. much, OK for men, but hor-
women. Country lyrics often
encourage the male fantasy of leaving home and
family for the freedom of the open road. One
reason may be that a lot of jobs -- most obviously

truck driving, which i highly glamorized in

country songs -- require it. And since the male
urge to escape can be channeled into necessary
labor it’s presented rather positively. A man-may
start out “‘thumbing [his] way to Mexico” but
when his money runs out he’s going to have to
take some kind of job. A woman with a similar
urge is confined to daydreaming. No matter how

pretty depressing -

/

bored and dissatisfied she'is, the best she can do
is to change her imaginary destination. “Every
day last year I left for California,”’ smgs "Chrystel
Gill, “This is my year.for Mexico.”

The_other form of escape, sexyal adventuresis.. .
acted upon.by both men and Wwomen.” But thé
wages of sin are a lot different for each. Country
men are always being ‘‘tempted,” espec1ally
when they’ve been drinking, whlch is just about
every day. While giving in 1sn’t ‘exactly con-
doned, it is~ tolerated. The best of ‘men are
tempted, and those who resist often do:so in the
most unlikely circumstances. In one %ong a hus-
band is ‘almost persuaded” to succumb to
“strange lips,” when *hé looks in his temptress’s
eyes and.sees -- believe. it or not -- “the reflection
of (his] wedding band.”

Well,, his wife may- swallow that once, but she’s
bound to'wonder what act of God will save him
next time. At which point, she’ll start singing
one of the many nightime songs of waiting and
forgiving. Though she knows ‘he’s. been a
million places/She never looks for lipstick
traces.”’

Should ' _she start stepping out on her
own, however, you can bet he’ll sing.a different
tune.- He may- be an innocent and passive victim,
‘but she ig nothlng léss than™ &'‘cheater,” which in
country termlnology is the-oral eguivalent of
the devil incarnate. No image is better calculated
“to curdle the blood than a ‘woman makmg up
“her lyin’ eyes” and headmg “for the cheatin’
side of town.’ . . .

True and False

v

Someone once described country music -as
telling “how bad things are; andvhere to go/for
comfort.” And it’s just there that it's eontra-
dictions are most pronounced. It’s at its best and
most truthful when telling how bad things are,-
and at its worst and most dishonest about where
to go for ¢omfort. If more and more people are
turning to country music, it's probably because
more and more people are hitting their heads
against the grim realities of capitalist oppression
and poverty, both ‘material-and spiritual. They
want to hear about people with similar.probleins,

“and ‘théy” want to believe the hokey message

about love, marriage and happiness. But if the-
problems ring true and the solutions don’t, it
can’t be long before people start noticing. And all
the Tammy Wynettes and Merle Haggards
won't be able to sing loud enough to hold things
together then. “




