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.Zilafilsm & Socialism 
by Martin Blatt, Medford, Mass. 

WITH THE GROWING energy crisis-in the 
United States and the failure of "Vietnamization," 
the Middle East will become increasingly important 
to the American ruling class. The Persian Gulf 
countries provide more than 50% of the oil sup-
.plies for Weste·rn Europe, Japan and the United 
States. The .area's strategic importance is obvious. 
American defeat in Vietnam, combined .with the 
growing strategic importance of the Middle East oil 
supply, means that the United States will do much 
to bolster its two regional policemen in the Middle 
East: Iran and Israel. The Shah of Iran has 
recently concluded the largest single arms deal in 
United States history, totalling over three billion 
dollars. Many readers may accept the notion that 
Iran is an American "cop" in the Middle East, but 
be very hostile to the idea of so including Israel. 
After all, they may say, Zionism is the national 
liberation movement of the Jewish people. Thou-
sands of years of suffering and persecution entitle 
t_he Jews to a homeland of their own. These ar_gu-
ments must be answered before there can be any 
discussion concerning the current role of the State 
of Israel. 

Let me cite two examples of Israel's role as 
American policeman. First, in September of 1970 
when King Hussein was busily wiping out the Pales-
tinian resistance, Israel made a commitment to 
Jordan and the United States that if the Jordanian 
regime was threatened in any serious way, Israeli 
troops would move in and "restore order." Second, 
in the case of the recent fighting in Lebanon 
between Palestinian guerrillas and the Lebanese 
Army, Israel is committed to the preservation of 
the current regime and would move militarily if the 
situation in Lebanon were to change drastically. 

For the remainder of this article, I _will try 
to sketch out what I consider to be the fundamen-

tal nature of Zionism together with some historical 
background. Only when people begin to have some 
basic understanding of the real history of Zionism, 
can the current status of Israel and the Zionist 
movement be considered with any critical insight. 

It is my presupposition that most people in 
the United States approach the topics of Israel and 
Zionism with much caution and a very different 
attitude than towards Vietnam. Many Americans,. 
Jews and non-Jews, feel guilty over the holocaust 
and thus support Israel uncritically. Serious analy--
sis of the direction and history .of the Zionist 
movement is replaced by emotional reactions and 
a reliance for facts on such shoddy works as Leon 
Uris' Exodus. 

"Zion" means, quite simply, Jerusalem. There , 
is a tradition in the Jewish religion that calls for 
the ending of the dispersion of the Jewish people 
and a return to Zion, the ancient homeland of the ' 
Jews. This return (from the diasporah, exile or dis-
persion) would be triggered by the coming of the 
messiah (Christ was not the messiah for the Jews), 
and general happiness and goodwill woul~ inhabit 
the earth. 

All of the above is quite distinct from Zionism, 
a political movement which started about 100 years 
ago. ·(The Jewish religion has a history of thousands 
of years.) The aim of Zionism is and always has 
been the creation of a Jewish nation-state in Pales-
tine. Zionism has always sought a privileged Jewish 
position in Palestine. It is interesting to note that 
the most religious segments of the Jewish people 
are opposed to tbe Zionist state of Israel as a 
secular manifestation that is not the Zion of their 
prayers. 

Theodor Herzl, a frustrated assimilationist Jew 
who ~as shocked by the Dreyfus case in France, 
wrote The Jewish State in• 1896 and launched the 
Zionist movement in 1897 with the first Zionist 
congress. Herzl's book called for the founding of a 

The New American Movement (NAM) exists to help organize a movement for democra-
tic socialism in the United States. Our aim is to establish working-class control of the 
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Jewish state in Palestine to solve the Jewish prob-
lem, namely, anti-semitism. Anti-semitism has always 
been assumed to be an inevitable part of the non-
Jewish world. Herzl wrote that it is an error to 
think that anti-semitism "can be refuted by reason-
able arguments ... We naturally move to those 
places where we are not persecuted and there our 
presence produces persecution. This is the case in 
every country and will remain so, even in those 
highly civilized--for instance, France--until the Jew-
ish Question finds a solution on a political basis. 
The unfortunate Jews are now carrying the seeds 
of anti-semitism into "Engl~nd; they have already • 
introduced it into America." 

Herzl met with the Sultan of Turkey, the 
Kaiser of Germany and British leaders in his at-
tempts to secure a Jewish homeland. His goal was 
to make an arrangement with a leading power in 
the region for Jewish hegemony "over a portion of 
the globe sufficiently large to satisfy our just re-
quirements." This aspect of Zionist policy culmin-
ated in 1917 with the Balfour Declaration in 
which the British made a partial commitment to 
the idea of a Jewish state. Of course, in November 
1947, the United Nations, an international boi:ly, 
actually authorized the creation of a Jewish state. 
Herzl saw Palestine as becoming "a rampart of 

• Europe agaif)st Asia, an outpost of civilization as 
opp6sed to ba·rbarism." 

Herzl initiated the Zionist movement, but the 
bulk of the people- who made Zionism succeed 
came from Eastern Europe. The Jews of Eastern 
Europe were bitterly divided in the face of virulent 
anti-semitism and the decay of capitalism. Many 
opted for a perspective of international socialism 
and joined the Bund, a Jewish socialist grouping. 
Many others were inclined towards socialism but 
also wanted to build the Zionist cause. These 
people, the labor Zionists, immigrated to Palestine 
in great numbers in the early 1900's. The Bundists 
and labor Zionists were diametrically opposed to 
·one another. 

Continued on page 15 
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Philadelphia 
Welfare Rts 

By Philadelphia Area NAM 

WELL INTO THE SECOND day of the founding 
convention of the National Unemployment and Wel-
fare Rights Organization, Tony Chaitkin, the Labor 
Committee candidate for mayor of New York, rose to 
speak. All through the weekend panelists had been 
stressing the necessity for Welfare mothers to abandon 
their old ways of organizing and to embrace a new, 
"communist" one. Chaitkin wanted to u-nderscore the 
point by contrasting the old methods to the new. 

"Some of you may think," he began, striding back 
and forth across the aisle, crad-ling the microphone, 
"that the way to get ahead is to march down to the 
local welfare office, throw up a few pickets, kick a 
little ass, raise a little hell and demand what's right-
fully yours!" He paused for dramatic effect, and then 
added the rest of his statement: "But we all know. 
that the day of the effectiveness of such tactics is past'.' 

But his split-second hesitation was enough. A mur-
mur swept through the crowd and applause quickly 
broke out. The welfare mothers had misunderstood: 
they thought that he was praising the old ways--and 
they agreed with him. Chaitkin sensed the reversal and 
he spat out the rest of the statement to try to recapture 
his lost advantage. But many in the audience had nbt 
missed the point: The Labor Committee had hoped to 
convert, in two days, the fifty welfare mothers into 
so many "communist" organizers. They had failed. 

Now, several weeks later, that failure has become 
the failure of i-hc NU WRO to take llP its task as a 
1111it(:d 110111 1H(lt111i1i11q vchicl '. 1 hb ~(Hbd ·k i ;.i 

serious one, serious not only for the Labor Commit-
tee but for all of us who, as NAM members and other 
independent socialists, supported the NU-WRO organ-
izing effort on the basis of our agreement with its 
classwide principles. For all of the"mistakes of the 
Labor Committee, it is still true that many of the argu-
ments its members presented in planning that weekend 
are valid: the economy is headed for a period of deep-
ening austerity; the welfare population will be among 
the first and hardest hit; welfare recipients will be 
forced, through the mechanisms of Work Incentive and 
similar programs, to engage in open union busting and 
so aid in driving working class living standards still 
lower. It is also true, just as the LC argued, that the 
only hope for the welfare mothers is in their organiz-
ing not only the old NWRO constituency, but also 
trade unionists in order to unite the employed and 
the unemployed on a classwide basis in opposition to 
government austerity. Our dismal failure to bridge the 
gap between ourselves and the welfare recipients is 
serious because the welfare population and the other 
layers of the working class will be able to defend 
themselves against enforced austerity only through 
socialist methods of organizing. 

Over the past few years, it has become more and 
more obvious that different groups within the.work-
ing class were being played off against each other, to 
the benefit of employers, management and the Nixon 
administration. When welfare victims are forced to 
sign up for workfare and are then used as scabs in 
municipal jobs, only the bankrupt city administration 
and the banks to which the city owes.millions in inter-
est on municipal bonds come out ahead. Welfare 
people are forced to work for slave wages; and union 
members are kept out of "frozen" jobs. But ,the bosses 
are usually capable of convincing both gr·oups that they 
are each other's enemies, rather than mutual victims. 

How, then, did NU-WRO, which managed to bring 
together over fifty welfare mothers from around the 
country with trade unionists, socialists and students, 
and which was founded on an excellent statement of 
principles and initially gained support not only from 
the Left, but from labor groups as well, become no 
more than a paper organization, an artificial limb of 
the Labor Committee destined for the scrap heap of 
sectarian memorabilia? The answer lies in an under-
standing of the process by which non-socialists like 
the welfare mothers or trade union militants become 
socialists. 

New American Movement 

The Labor Committee has an ·answer to this prob-
lem, an answer which is the key to its continual failure 
to recruit from any but student layers of the popula-
tion. The LC correctly recognizes that the capitalist 
economy, unable to invest in expanded production of 
goods and services and committed to the support of 
an inflated debt, is in danger of collapse. They believe, 
however, that the fact of this coming collapse means 
that only people who are capable of throwing off 
their bourgeois, particularist, "my group first" methods 
of organizing and embracing classwide socialist pro-
grams are capable of realizing themselves as organizers 
and real revolutionaries. Thus they continually rub 
peoples' faces in the failure of their old organizing, 
breaking them down until they can believe in nothing 
but the LC's proffered classwide organization--NU-
WRO. 

It is not surprising that the LC is left with a pitiful 
handful ?f confused "organizers" who, in the process 
of throwing away their bourgeois organizing, have also 
isolated themselves from their constituencies. Faced 
with this problem, the LC justifies itself ideologically 
and avoids dealing with the problem. They can only 
draw off the key "ones and twos" right now, they say. 

~When the depression hits, then masses of people will 
see the light and come into the fold. 

The application--and bankruptcy--of this theory of 
socialist organizing became apparent time and again 
dµring the weekend conference. "What can I tell my 
neighbors when I go home?" the welfare mothers were 
asking. "Tell them that they are wallowing in the mud 
of their own organizing, that the future is concentra-
tion camps, that they must join NU-WRO if they want 
to save humanity," was the Labor Committee reply. 
"If they join, what will they do?" "Tell them to go 
out in the community and organize others," the LC 
answered. "But in my community there are problems 
of evictions, stolen welfare checks, day care cutbacks. 
What will NU-WRO do about these problems?" "We 
can't win any concessions under capitalism, and we 
don't have the forces right now to face down the gov-

ernment, so people have to build the organization," 
replied the Labor Committee over and over.· The wel: 
fare mothers understood that the LC was expecting 
the impoS$ible: "I can't tell starving people that this 
new organization doesn't care about their next meal--
they won't listen after that!" "Then," stormed the LC, 
"you and they are not willing to become socialists, not 
willing to become full human beings, and you are des-
tined for the garbage pai I of history!" Smal I' wonder 
that most of the welfare organizers who came to the 
conference ready to do classwide organizing left con-
fused and demoralized. 

People do not become socialists by being personally-
attacked, surrendering all of their former selves and 

• then going out to repeat the process on somebody 
else. They become socialists as they participate in or-
ganizations and social movements, led and· organized by 
socialists, which bring together previously antagonistic 
parts of the working class behind a common interest 
program, and when they realize that this formation 
and this program can win victories that are meaningful 
in terms of their daily lives. People become socialists 
when, as welfare mothers, they support a strike on the 
basis of the union's· demand that forced work be 
abolished; when as students thex refuse to scab on 
striking cafe~eria workers because the workers demand 
that pay raises be taken from capitalist profit, not 
from hiking tuition; when as social workers they re-
fuse to staff offices that shuttle welfare recipients into . 
unionists' jobs; when, in short, they work and struggle 
together as a class around issues immediately relevant 
to their lives under the direction of a serious, compe-
tent socialist party. 

A socialist organization such as ours must demon-
strate to all sectors of the working class--employed and 
unemployed alike--that they have similar interests. We 
must point to the banks and to the huge profits made 
off wasteful production as the possibl_e sources of the 
money needed to rebuild society and provide all people 
with a decent standard of living. But we can't do this_ 

Continued on page 6 

LABOR COMMITTEE CONDEMNED 
THE ·NATIONAL CAUCUS of Labor Committees has recently unleashed a wave of vicious 

• physical attacks and beatings on other radical groups,·particularly the Communist Party and the 
Young Wor~ers' Liberation League, but also including the Socialist Workers' Party and the Young 
Socialist Alliance. 

On April 11 a YWLL meeting at Temple University was attacked by 12 to 15 NCLC people who 
were armed with lead pipes and other weapons; six people required hospitalization. On April 30 
some 50 NCLC goons attacked a CP meeting in New York City with numchucks(jointed wooden 
clubs); several were injured. On April 26 another attack occurred at Temple. In Chicago various 
radical bookstores and offices have been subject to vandalism. On May 5 an SWP meeting al 
Wayne State University in Detroit was attacked by the NCLC with the result that a paraplegic 
wound up in the hospital. On the same day a Young Socialist Alliance leader was beaten up by the 
NCLC while he was walking alone on the New York University campus. 

New Solidarity, the NCLC paper, brags openly of these exploits. Calling the American left a 
"stinking, Menshevik swamp" they claim that "Operation Mop-Up" will eliminate the swamp and 
present the NCLC with the "awful responsibility" of organizing a force that will be capable of 
instituting·"workers' governments throughout North America and Western Europe" within five 
years. Their paper has to be seen to be believed. • 

The NAM newspaper collective condemns these tactics ig the strongest possible terms. First of 
all, these tactics play into the hands of the right wing wh-o can use this kind of hooliganism as an 
e~cuse for cracking down on radicals generally. This has already happened at Temple, where the 
NCLC attacks were used to prevent the Black Panthers from coming onto campus. Second, one 
wonders whether police agents may not have infiltrated the NCLC--the recent Watergate revela-
tions have exposed to some extent the wide use of this age-old police tactic by the Nixon admin-
istration and the whole thing seems I ike the work of agents provocateurs anyhow (though lunacy 
may be a better explanation). Third, the pretentiousness of the NCLC's claim to be the revolu-
tionary vanguard is pretty absurd. Finally, this is not the way to settle political differences--it is 
more reminiscent of Hitler's Brownshirts and Mussolini's Squadristi than of .Lenin's Bolsheviks 
(whom the NCLC claim as their model). 

-Michael J. Spencer 
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by Ron Radosh N. Y. Westside No. 1 NAM 

BY NOW, RENNIE DAVIS' road show has played 
Berkeley, New York, Boston, and preparations are under 
way for the big shindig at the Houston Astrodome. 
Rennie's transfer from the "Movement" to the "Perfect 
Master," Guru Maharaj--ji and his Divine Light Mission 
(with 50,000 American "Premies" already enrolled) has 
received the expected media attention. 

And the Left has shown consternation and horror 
that Rennie Davis, one of the most respected and ded-
icated Movement personalities during the 60's should, 
as his Divine Times newspaper proclaims, now be 
"dedicating all of his energies to serving the Lord." 
That the Lord is a 15-year-old Indian boy, who urges 
his followers ·to take The Knowledge, gain perfect 
bliss and give the Mission all their earnings so that 
he can drive a Mercedes and a Rolls-Royce, only com-
pounds the fascination with the appeal of the young 
Guru. 

Kathy McAfee has shown, in a definitive account 
and critique of Guru Maharaj-ji (University Review! 
May 1973), that the followers are joining in order to 
partake of the fraternity to be found in a communhy 
of True Believers: 

I was beginning to understand the appeal of 
the guru scene as an answer to the alienation 
of white American youth. On the simplest 
level, if you are lonely ... you can always go 
to an ashram and find bliss ... There, the 
prescribed discipline and the sense that you 
are all part of something Bigger brings you 
together and enables you to interact with a 
minimum of overt conflict and pretense. 

The Guru movement gives activists an organization 
to build and a world to be converted. It stands op-
posed to the dominarit materialism of the American 
culture. Yet, as with many other ancient I n~ian phi I-

panther in 
runoff • 

by John Judis and Nick Rabkin 
Berkeley-Oakland NAM 

To no one's surprise, Bobby Seale lost to John 
Reading in the runoff election ·on May 15 for !Tlayor 
of Oakland. But in getting 36% of the votes (43,719 

·to Reading's 77,476), Seale substantially increased his 
support among Oakland voters, and opened the way 
for greater support for the Panther Party and its sur-
vival programs. The question is, what will the Panthers 
do with this !"'e~ly won support. 

THE RUNOFF BATTLE 

Seale's strategy during the runoff was to get the 
65,000 registered voters who did not vote in April to 
vote for him, while pressing his candidacy among the 
40,000 people who had voted either for Black 
liberal Democrat, Otho Green, or white liberal Demo-
crat, :lohn Sutter. Seale apparently succeeded in get-

. ting black democrats to vote for him: his vote is ctl· 
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·osophies, it preaches a hierarchical, sexist and wholly 
reactionary world view. This makes it all the more a 
mystery why a major figure of the New Left would 
adopt as his own a social practice that, as McAfee 
writes, is essentially "th·e fantasy of an elite;" a view 
that allows disciples to take advantage of their class 
and racial privilege (premies are almost all white and 
upper middle class) rather than to transcend it. 

In New York, a key theme of Rennie and his 
Mission was an appeal to the old constituency of the 
New Left. As Divine Times admits, "peace movement 
groups, liberation groups of all kinds ... and other 
organizations striving to improve the life of human-
kind" will be the focus of the Guru's American cam-
paign. Their new broad magazine, And It Is Divine, 
will have a "political thread" running through it. 
Their articles, in other words, will be sympathetic 
to "the Movement." But they will stress that after 

cult: the New Left version of American pragmatism, 
Rennie's long-term brand of the power of positive 
thinking. Take Mayday, perhaps Davis' most impor-
tant organizational-political effort. As an action, it 
used militant means of non-violent civil disobedience. 
If only because it revealed that Nixon's attempt to 

• cool the youth of America had failed, it was impor-
tant. But its demands were as reformfst and.mild as 
the broad Trotskyist-sponsored march that had taken 
place one week earlier. 

What was also different about Mayday was Rennie 
Davis' heavily inflated rhetoric about th

1
e action. 

Rennie believed, and said time and time again, that 
if enough people came out Mayday would bring down 
the U.S. Government anp end the war. Organize for 
the one dramatic cataclysmic action that would do it 
all. Rennie showed sincerity, charm and charisma--

, and few challenged his analysis. It was enough that 

the Year of 
his charisma could get the people out. The logic that 
says corporate capital ism would collapse by one day 
of taking over the streets is the same that tells us, as 
does the Guru, "Give me your love and I will give you 
pe9ce. I am the source of peace in this world." But the 

the Guru 
Movemeht wanted the people out on the streets, and 
Rennie's analysis went unchallenged. 

Rennie Davis has given the Movement one "theoret-
ical" article. In the June 1969 Liberation, he ran a 
piece called "Facing Up To Repression." Again, the 
scenario for America was both simplistic and apocalyp-
tic. Predicting mass repression of the Left and the out-
lawing of revolutionary organizations by the Nixon 
Administration, Rennie gave his own reply: "As the 
government becomes more repressive in its attempt to 
maintain order. .. as expulsions from universities for 
political activity begin to reach the tens of thousands, 
the number of people who are willing to support 
insurrection will grow." 

Knowledge is taken, "then maybe the bombs 
wouldn't fall, and if they did, they would turn into 
flowers." 

f:lennie and ex-Movement personage Susan 
Gregory, kept repeating that they have found a 
practical way to realize their old dreams; that the way 
to end racism, sexism and imperialism is by believing 
in Guru Maharaj-ji. No need for concern with strategy, 
tactics, organization and building a struggle to change 
the oppressive conditions of everyday life. Leave it all 
to Guru. As Rennie tells it, the problems of war and~ 
imperialism will end in a year or two, once the masses· 
taket The Knowledge. 

To hear these claims is perhaps enough to laugh 
them off as absurdities. Most commentators have al-
ready done so. But there are other messages buried in 
the Guru cult, messages that point away from Rennie 
Davis' personal freak-out. First is the obvious point 
that the Guru phenomenon affords its adherents a 
much-desired sense of community missing from both 
American life and from the hardened Left: It produces 
bliss to touch with your kin in the period of common 
singing and chanting. The Divine Light "Premies" 
rnmind one of the young white Left singing "We Shall. 
Overcome;; in the early 60's. Once agai~ th~ reve(en:c_e; 
righteousness of cause and naivetl:!. 

Second, we have to face up to the role, position and 
nature of a media leader. Rennie had become a leader 
without a movement. As Barbara Garson has commen-
ted, "He is still up there on the stage." Once more 
Rennie can call press conferences, appear on TV, sum-
mon the followers, hold the rallies, command the 
attention to which he has undoubtedly grown accus-
tomed. Instead of jumbo jetting to Mad,im Binh, he 
flies Divine Light to Guru M'aharaj-ji. -

BUT PERHAPS SOMETHING else links the old 
New Left to the "new" super hype mystical religious 

most exact!ythetotal of his own and Green's votes 
in the first' election. But he did not succeed among 
whites who voted for Sutter. 

An indication of the obstacles Seale faced among 
these voters came when he tried to get the endorse-
ment of Democratic groups and politicians. Congress-
man Ron Dellums, who ha<.. earlier supported Green, 
did endorse Seale, as did Oakland's radical American 
Federation of Teachers. But AFL-CIO's Committee 
on Political Education (COPE) and the B Jilding and 
Construction Trades Council (BCTC) supported 
Reading. Lamar Childers, secretary-treasurer of BCTC, 
gave their reasons: "The mayor is a solid candidate for 
re-election, and we're not at all satisfied with the role 
of Bobby Seale and the Black Panther Party as a 
faction of the Democratic Party in Alameda County. 
We are not ready to be a part of any revolutionary 
movement, which is part of the Black Panther Party 
program." 

Under this pressure, Seale suggested that the 
Black Panther Party would dissolve and become part 
of the Democratic Party. In a May 4 press conference, 
he said, "I see the possibility right now of the name 
and title 'Black Panther' actually being phased out 
and something else, a broader community organiza-
tion, with broader community participation develop-
ing." This continued the campaign's movement toward 
the right--away from an identification with the 
Panther Party and with socialist politics. 

June, 1973 

Insurrection? One gags at the word staring out on 
the printed page. No need to build an organization 
sufficient to the task--one that could wage the long-
range struggle for ideological and political hegemony. 
Instead, R enn_ie insisted that the rulers fear only "the 
force of im,urrection," and he added: "I use the word 
insurrection deliberately." Moving towards the cata-
clysmic event was to Rennie the Movement's "best 
defense." The supposed alternatives facing America: 
repression or immediate insurrection. . 

Perhaps Mayday was his final try for that millen-
ial goal, for a new world to be created by a simple act 
of will. But for those of us who understand that the 
day of insurrection (or of Judgment) is not around the 
corner,'it should be clear that commitment to socialist 
revaf utlon means careful, thoughtful and serious 
political work. It means commitment to the "long 
march through the existing institutions." It means 
work that is not always as dramatic and exciting as 
Mayday, or a trip to the Guru's ashram inTiidia. It 
means that we have to speak out when proclaimed 
leaders, effective as they may be as ·organizers, base 
their politics on grabbing the golde~ ring of immediate 
insurrection. Why criticize Rennie Davis for turning 
to the Guru when we did not speak up about the non-
sense he was peddling a year or so earlier. If we are 
clear about this, Rennie's new path will not reflect on 
fhe rest of us. e 

It can be expected that the Panthers will continue 
as a separate organization. As Panther spokespeople 
are quick to point out, their entry into the Democra-
tic Party would depend upon their ability to trans-
.form it into a "people's organization." Seale's defeat 
of Green and Sutter in the April election indicated 
that this might be possible in Oakland. But past his-
tory says otherwise. In the next election, the regular 
Democratic organizations will not allow themselves to 
be divide'.l between two candidates, as they were in 
April. . 

The Panthers will have the choice of remaining a 
separate organization or of dissolving altogether. If 
the Panthers tried to become simply a "community 
organization," all that would remain would be alle-
giance to particular individuals like Seale, Brown or 
Newton--and in the absence of a national party with 
distri~t _s6ti;list politics, tilat would not be much. 

It is certain that in the immediate future the 
Panthers will continue to complement their survival 
programs with a political struggle for control of 
state resources. In his post-election "victory speech," 
Seale stressed that the Panthers would continue to use tful>"political machine" they had built in Oakland. 

/ The campaign offices would stay open as community 
centers, and the Panthers would immediately begin 
an initiative campaign to place significant parts of 
the Seale-Brown program, including the proposal for 
a trade center, on the November ballot. • 
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neither snow nor rain 
by Joan Bodner 

San Francisco NAM 

THE CONTRACT OF THE five unions which _rep-
resent 600,000 postal workers runs out on July 20. The 
postal workers have a number of demands on the table 
which they consider crucial to a new contract. These 
demands do not involve any major wage increases; al-
most all of them have to do with working conditions--
conditions which affect their ability to provide ade-
quate postal service to the people of the United States. 
To find out about these conditions in detail, I talked 
with Donald S. Hackett, President of Local 214 of the 
National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) in San 
F·rancisco. The NALC, with 200,000 members, is the 
largest of the unions representing postal workers. 

The letter carriers have been severely affected by 
the cost-cutting policies of the national postal service 
administration, but they haven't had any say in deter-

they talk about--savings ... They brag about how much 
savings they made. 

There was complete labor-manaoeme11t relations 
before; now, it's they tell YOU what to do--they don't 
ask, they don't discuss. Morale?There isn't any more 
morale. There's no morale at all; people just don't care 
... Nobody's asked a thing; everybody's told what to 
do. Like a bunch of kids. The people say they're in a 
cubicle now; chains are on their way ... This is the 
attitude of the rank and file people today. 

These reactions are the result of several major policy 
changes: first and foremost, the hiring freeze (recently 
lifted because of the public outcry about poor service), 
which reduced the payroll by 63,470 employees from 
July 1970 to February 1973. Over the same period, the 
mail volume increased by 2.3 billion pieces of mail; the 
total volume last year was 91 billion, the largest in the 
world. 

Every program they have is arranged to eliminate jobs. 
It's all to spv.e money. Well, naturally, if you have 1,000 

··h3+. 

49 government agencies it surveyed. 
Another major "cost-cutting" measure is centraliza-

tion of delivery and processing .. So far, this has resulted 
in a reduction of service, an increase in the travel time 
of letter carriers to and from their routes and further 
congestion of crowded city streets with additional 
mail delivery trucks--250 trucks have been added in a 
pilot program in San Francisco alone. Machines have 
been brought in without adequate testing or training 
of employees. 

The-y just bring these big multi-million-dollar ma-
chines in. Some fat cat, who knows somebody in the 
administration, sells it to the post office, and they 
just put it in--nobody knows how to use it. They don't 
care, they just put them together and say, "Starting 
such and such a 9ate, that's what you'll be using." 

They're trying to do too many things too fast. They 
just tell the postmaster, "DO IT, or else we'll get some-
body else." It's just that simple; that's the bad part of 
all the change·s. Automated ideas are good for the post 
office if they're increasing and bettering service, and 
the union won't fight this sort of change. But when it's 
done 0:1 a promiscuous basis without any regard for. 
the public or the employees, we're going to fight it. 
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mining these policies. Accor'ding to Mr. Hackett, be-
fore the formation of the U.S. Postal Service Corpor-
ation, post offices were run by the local postmasters 
themselves, who would consult with union representa-
tives and allow time for rank-and-file response before 
instituting policy changes. Now, everything is run by 
the national administrators; the local postmasters 
have no control. 

They just tell the postmaster, "D_o it, or we'll get 
someone else to do it." So they just do it ·whether it's 
workable or not. It doesn't make any sense at all for 
our union to sit down and complain to Postmaster Lee 
because Postmaster Lee can't do anything about it ... 
no flexibility at all. . .They say "I want you to do this 
by such and such a date and I want facts on how it was 
done an_d what kind of savings were made." That's all 

socialist 

Jetter carriers and you eliminate their jobs, you've saved 
$100,000--that's easy mathematics. But Who's going to 
do the work? • 

Last Christmas they wouldn't give us any overtime 
to move the mail, and we were still delivering Christmas 
cards in February because they hid the mail and stacked 
it up, in railroad cars and vans, sometimes even forgot it 
was there. 

Then, since Christmas, in San Francisco thev started 
giving overtime--compulsory overtime. Nobody wants 
to regularly work ten hours per day, even if you are 
getting overtime--your body couldn't stand up under it. 
... In our craft alone, nationwide we had almost 400 
heart attacks last year, 50 of them fatal. .. We're talk-
ing about on the job, people dropping dead ... It's 
because of this speedup in handling the mail. 

In a recent survey, the General Accounting Office 
found the Postal Service to be the most dangerous of 

In addition to all this, postal service administrators 
seem to want to make individual jobs less varied, more 
like ones on a factory assembly line. The stated goal is 
for letter carriers not to sort their own route's mail--
they will just pick it up and deliver it for eight hours 
straight on the street. This would put an incredible 
physical strain on the letter carrier and is in opposition 
to the current trend in most industries to try to make 
jobs more varied. 

In contrast with these "cost-cutting" measures, two 
of the postal service's policies are self-serving to the 
upper-level administrators. First, the number of high-
level jobs excepted from civil service--those ranging in 
salary from $15,000 to $60,000 annually--have in-

Continued on page 12 

, -~ ~--- ,l J 
'~~.·t···'~ 

" I :'i ') 

faculty 
U. $. __ College$ '1/ • /::; 

·~- , 

caucus 
at C.U.N.Y 

by Alan Charney 
New York Westside No. 1 NAM 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY-FOR ALL 

... IF YOU CAN PAY 

Members of the Board acknowledge that the function 
• .of CUNY is to satisfy business and government needs. 

On May 5th appro>.imately 60 members of the instru<;- The Master Plan states that instructional areas within the 
tional staff of the City University of New York held a University must meet the occupational demands of cor-
conference at City College on the prospects of organizing porate capital. In effect, the University is a vast vocational 
a socialist caucus within the C. U. N. Y. system. Two school training workers in health services, engineering 
local chapters of NAM, the Westside Chapter No. 1, and technology and clerical and sales work, as the prolifera-
the lnterborough Chapter, played an instrumental role tion of community colleges offering two-year terminal 
in the planning of this conference. programs attests. 

THE CITY UNIVERSITY is by far the largest muni-
cipal university in the United States. Its 21 campuses 
service over 218,000 students, and its faculty numbers 
15,000. Most students are from low-income working 
class families. 

CUNY's governing body, the Board of Higher Educa-
tion, determines and oversees a master plan for. the entire 
system. Compos1:d of prominent educators and "promi-
nent citizens" (corporate leader:s and politicians), the 
Board stands apart from the squabbles of municipal 
politics and is mostly independent of the Board ot'Re-
gents. 

New American Movement 

During the 1960's, black, Latin and Chinese students, 
with the support of trade union and other groups, spear-
headed mobilization on campus for Open Admissions. The 
Board of Higher Education, which had been planning to 
institute Open Admissions in 1975, accelerated their 
plans and began in 1970. That year 35,000 freshmen 
were admitted compared to 20,000 in 1969. But in 1971 
35% of the new students were flunked out or left and 
this rate of attrition continues. Today students call Open 
Admissions a "revolving door." 

The major immediate problem is lack of money. Open 
Admissions placed an incredible strain on the CUNY 
budget, which was already severely constricted because 
of the New York City fiscal crisis. The situation r;eached 
a crisis this year when the New York State Legislature 
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slashed its financial aid to CUNY. The state has offered 
to bail out the University, but only if it has greater con-
trol and if a uniform tuition is instituted at all public 
colleges in the state. If this happened, most white stu-
dents at CUNY would probably go to other state colleges 
and leave the City University a higher education ghetto--
further dividing the working class in the city along racial 
and ethnic lines. • 

ALL OF THESE PROBLEMS affect the instructional 
staff, which has no all-inclusive union and is working 
without a contract. The major union is the Professional 
Staff Congress, which is the recognized bargaining agent, 

• but which represents mostly senior staff. The PSC is tied 
closely to the orientation of the American Federation of 
Teachers. Internal democracy in the union is almost non-
existent, but there are dissident caucuses within PSC. The 
new union constitution is up for ratification and elections 
for all union officers begin_ soon. And the PSC is talking 
about a strike next October. 

There is a transparent need for a socialist caucus at 
CUNY to articulate and implement a socialist alternative 
to_the present crisis--a socialist group that could formu-

Continued on page 11 
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A NAM member recently received this letter from a 
prisoner in the U.S. Medical Center, Springfield, 
Missouri: 

Dear friend: 

I am writing this letter in an effort to obtain your 
assistance in puttirg a stop to this neo-Nazi brain-
washing S.T.A.R.T. Program here at the U.S. Medical 
Center, Springfield, Missouri. 

S.T.A.R.T. (Special Treatment And Rehabilitative 
Training) has been in operation since Sept. 1972. I 
have been here for some time, and I can hon_estly 
state that this "program" is only punishment under 
the guise of treatment; I have personally seen fellow 
prisoners drugged and brutally beaten for having the 
courage to stand up as men. 

We need your help; you can help in the following 
manner. 

1. Write to Norman A. Carlson, Director 
U.S. Bureau of Prisons 
101 Indiana Ave. N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20537 

and ask him to either abolish S.T.A.R.T. or make it 
voluntary. 

2. Write to the U. S. Magistrate 
U. S. District Court 
Western· District of Missouri 
Springfield, Missouri 65801 

and ask him to rule in behalf of the prisoners who 1 
are challenging this "program" 

We sincerely thank you in advance. 1 

Peace & Power 

(Name withheld) 

May 19, 1973 

NAM Newspaper Collective 

Dear people, 
In my article "What is to be Undone?" there appeared 

this sentence: 

"As for myself, I will assert as self-evident that 
it is possible for socialists to be effective in 
the real world without being dirty and corrupt 
--for if it is not, then socialism is impossible and 
the capitalist 'scientists' who assert the corrup-
tion of human nature are right." 

When you printed the article, you changed "possible" 
to "impossible" making the sentence meaningless at best, 
making it sound as if I were advocating corruption at 
worst. 

Accordingly, I think a public correction is in order. 

fraternally, 

Ed Clark 
member, New Orleans NAM 

P. 0. W con g-ame 
by Bruce Johnson 

Minneapolis NAM 

"WE NEED A NATIONAL campaign to explain 
'Peace with Honor' to the American ·people," Presi-
dent Nixon ·told the South Carolina State Legislature 
last January after the Vietnam ceasefire was signed. 
The campaign has been quickly assembled. The care-
fully orchestrated return of American POWs from 
Vietnam has been the prime means through which 
Nixon attempts to distort the last decade of our his-
tory, suppress the doubts which the war raised for 
many and prepare the way for new intervention. 

The POWs have been kept under careful military 
control from their release in Hanoi to the Pentagon-
designed and coordinated press conferences where 
30 POWs described their torture in Vi_etnamese pri-
sons and denounced the anti-war movement. It is 
ironic that our vision of the war should be shaped 
by career military officers who were isolated from 
each other and from most news sources for many 
years of captivity. But the POWs are being used by 
Nixon---with the cooperation of the corporate mass 
media-:to.rewrite the history of the war and provide 
a glossy cover of "heroism" for American defeat. No 
similar nationally televised spectacle or flood of 
gifts and glorification greeted the hundreds of thou-
sands of Vietnam veterans who have returned to 
this country often maimed and embitter, and cer-
tainly the nation was not asked to watch a televised 
return of the 50,000 American Gls who were shipped 
home in "body bags." 

Only a minority of American POWs have spoken 
publicly thus far. But the spf;!cific charges leveled by 
some POWs against the Vietnamese and against the 
anti-war movement must be questioned. Were the 
POWs tortured? Despite the mass media's coverage 
of the Pentagon's news conferences, a majority say 
they were treated well. Some, no doubt, were 
handled roughly when they parachuted into villages 
on which they had dropped thousands of pounds of 
anti-personnel weapons. Some, certainly, were .in--
jured and scarred when they ejected from their jet 
fighter bombers. Some were kept in isolation and 
shackled after attempting to escape. But there is 
no evidence to support the claim that torture was 
the· systematic policy of the Vietnamese. One POW 
leader Commander Jeremiah Denton, told the 
Page 6. 

New York Times that some POWs "forced the com-
munists to be brutal" by their total non-cooperation 
in order to provoke international opinion. Other 
POWs may now be cooperating with the Pentagon 
to avoid court rn·artial. One prisoner of the National 
Liberation Front who was released in 1967 to anti-
war organizers told Torn Hayden that informal mili-
tary policy was for captured U.S. military personnel 
to collaborate when captured and then to repudiate 
their activities when released by claiming that they 
had been coerced and tortured. Commander Pitzer, 
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by talking alone, or by simply telling people that inter-
est group organizing will fail. People will be convinced 
of the correctness of socialist program as they become 
involved in struggles for working class demands that 
call for taxing profit rather than the wages of other 
workers. It is the task of socialists to help construct 
organization that will put forth these demands and 
unite different groups within the class in struggle 
around common interest programs. 

The Philadelphia NAM chapter is now trying to 
organize the kind of grouping that we thought NU-
WRO could and should have been. Working with some 
key labor contacts, we are calling for the formation of 
an organization of human service employees to fight 
cutbacks. and layoffs across the board and to link up 
with other members of the working class who, like 
welfare victims, are involved both as consumers of 
services and as potential scabs in municipal and state 
jobs. We hope that through this organization we will 
be able to engage in strike support and educational 
work that will actually result in the bringing together, 
behind a program of common interest, of segments of 

• the working class who previously thought of each 
other as adversaries. We will continue to inform NAM 
members and others of the progress of our organizing 
through the pages of this newspaper.• 

now a leading POW spokesman and an ardent Nixon 
supporter, told Hayden that he had helped to trans-
late anti-war materials for the NLF, taught NLF 
cadres to speak English, helped to draft leaflets urg-
ing U. S, ·GI s to desert, etc. When he was met by 
U. S. officials on his return home, he immediately 
began denouncing torture mistreatment by the NLF. 
Other lies have certainly been told by POWs to pro-
tect themselves from imprisonment by the U. S. 
military. 

The POWs' tales reinforce a racist image of 
Asian peoples as maniacai masses with, as Averill 
Harriman once said, "a lower sense of morality than 
most Americans." They are meant to defuse and 
blind us to the situation of the more than 200 000 
South Vietnamese political prisoners still brutally 
confined in Thieu's U. S.-built tiger cages in South 
Vietnam. They are meant to justify continued im-
perial domination of the peoples of Southeast Asia 
and 

1
the genocidal American military policies that 

meet popular struggles for self-determination in those 
countries. The POWs' attacks on the anti-war move-
ment are also designed to isolate the left when the 
lessons of the war and the struggle against it must be 
understood and taught to prevent its continuation in 
a new form. 

These men are for the most part career military 
officers who willingly participated in an unpreceden-
ted campaign of terror bombing against the entire 
people of Indochina. As ex-POW George Smith says, 
"they weren't picked up on a golf course." Most may 
be considered, by accepted international definitions, 
war criminals. 

Some POWs have now formed a corporation to 
sell their tales. Some are speaking in grade schools, 
churches, small town halls and newspapers through-
out the country. The corporate mass media is 
anxious to rer,ort their every word. 

The POWs now represent and are the leading 
spokesmen for a defeated officers' class in the 
United States military. Some have called a political 
convention to be held in Las Vegas this summer to 
form a new reactionary political organization. Such 
groupings, and the sentiments_ they create and appeal 
tct have formed the core of fascist movements in 
other countries that have reached a point of imperial 
decline--Gerrnany after World War I, France after the 
defeat in Indochina. The glorification of American 
POWs threatens not just the left in this country but 
the future of the United States.• 

New American Movement 



Impeach Nixon! 
The New American Movement has begun circulating a petition demanding the impeachment of 

Richard M. Nixon as President of the United States. The National Interim Committee of NAM 
made this unanimous decision ~n May 12th at its meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, and made plans for 
the immediate circulation of a petition by our 40 local chapters. 

The demand for Nixon's impeachment is based on his administration's complete disregard for . 
the rights and collective interests of the American people in pursuit of its own narrow, self-interest 
and that of its corporate sponsors. 

Specifically, we cite several situations that connect with one another: 

1. NIXON'S RESPONSIBILITY FOR WATERGATE: The Watergate break.-in and falsification of 
opposing party campaign literature involves more than a mere case of "bugging." It represents a 
full-scale attack on and deep-seated contempt for the established democratic process. 

2. NIXON'S CONTINUATION OF THE WAR: The President and Pentagon have continued to 
bomb Cambodia and indulge in direct violations of the letter and spirit of the January Ceasefire 
~gre~ment in the face of_overwhelming opposition from the American people. This continues 
lfl SD1te of a recent resolution passed by the House of Representatives to cut off funds for further 
military actions in Southeast Asia. 

The Nixon administration and several major corporations are supplying billions of tax dollars 
worth of aid to the dictatorial regimes of Lon Nol (in Cambodia) and Thieu (in South Vietnam) 
which could not survive a week on their own because their people do not support them. 

3. NIXON'S BUDGET CUTS AND HIS FISCAL CRISIS: Nixon has refused to spend money allo-
cated by the Congress for needed social services--claiming that the government's fiscal crisis 
makes it necessary--yet his riew budget allocates more money for armaments than ever before. 

4. NIXON'S WAGE FREEZE AND ITS EFFECTS ON THE LIVING STANDARD OF WORKING 
PEOPLE: Nixon's New Economic Policy (better known to us as the "Wage Freeze") restrains 
needed income increases for working people while allowing prices to soar and corporate profits 
to inflate to record-breaking levels. 

5. NIXON'S DECEIT AND REPRESSION OF POPULAR PROTEST: The resources of the Execu-
tive branch have been used repeatedly to repress the anti-war movement--most recently, to sub-
vert the constitutional rights of Daniel Ellsberg and Tony Russo during the Pentagon Papers 
trial. The Nixon administration is willing to use any maneuver (or trick) in order to continue the 
deceit of previous administrations in hiding the truth about Amer.ican intervention in Indochina 
--even including well-orchestrated press conferences featuring selected POWs' testimonials. Al-
though the Pentagon Papers reveal that several consecutive ·Presidents have lied to us about the 
Vietnam war, lying has been raised to an act of patriotism by this administration. 
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The above charges a·re not "chance illegalities;" nor are they simply the result of "personal am-
bitions." They result primarily because of the need by politicians and corporate capitali_sm to hide 
their tn.tself-interests from the American people and to obscure the behind-the-scene decision-
making by the President and his corporate sponsors.like ITT. 

Under our present system, public politics rest largely on personalities so that the real issues, the 
policies at stakl'l, can be avoided and the majority of us kept in ignorance. The Republ[can's and Demo-
crats' basic goal is the same:- to protect corporate capitalist investments and to create new areas for 
profitable investment at home and abroad. 

The basic needs of the American people--material well-being and security, the right to self-deter-
mination and creative life/work--are subordinate to these corporate interests and are undermined 
regardless of which party holQSpower. Another group of capitalist politicians will not resolve the 
present crisis to our satisfaction. But currently, the Nixon administration is more openly the parti-
san of big business and corporate policies, which are detrimental to the lives of working people and 
the unemployed. . 

The Nixon administration's contempt for its own much-heralded policy of "law and order" 
.is in line with its attacks on wage earners and poor people. Its refusal to live up to its commitment 
to peace and complete withdrawal from Indochina is one more example of the hollowness of its 
claims to represent "honor." 

Any weakening of Nixon and his governmental machine is to the advantage of the American 
people whose interest lies in stopping the administration's attacks on working people and in peace. 

Our demand.that Nixon be impeached means we believe the people, whose collective hopes and 
• aspirations should determine America's direction, can begin now to gain the initiative. 

We stand for constitutional rights, socialist democracy and peace, and against Big Brdtherism 
monopolistic profit-making and continued war. 

Jhe National Interim .Committee and national office suggest the following activities and goals: 

1. USE THE ABOVE STATEMENT AS A PRESS RELEASE or prepare one, using it as a basis. 
Send or deliver it to all local newspapers and radio or television stations. If you are planning a 
press conference, try to coalesce the broadest coalition possible while setting it up. Add to the. 
press release whaever plans your chapter or group has for action. Even if you don't take demon-
strative action, send the press release to area newspapers, local ";'ire-servi~e outlets and the 
electronic media. Always supply a local chapter address. If you,re planning a press conference 
include the name of a media coordinator who can be contacted. 

2. REPRODUCE COPIES OF THE PETITION--xerox, reprint or memeograph--and notify as 
many people as possible, either by mail or by phone, that a campaign to impeach the-President 
,s_ uncierway and the petition is available. 

3. CONTACT OTHER GROUPS, local organizing collectives and rank and file labor or community 
groups. Talk to them about our statement, the impeachment demand and NAM;s petition. This 
situation should present ample opportunities to talk about NAM and its political perspectives 
and activities. • 

4. SET UP Impeachment Information Centers where appropriate-tables on campuses, public 
places, at comm~n_ity meetings, etc_. 
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women&ardl 
worldl 

by Michele Russell 
Labor Defense Coalition (Detroit) 

The fundamental political issue facing the women's 
movement in the U.S. in the 1970's is how to become 
revolutionary. In the past five years of our developing 
consciousness and activity women's liberation has been 
put forward most forcefully by college-educated young 
white women. The fierceness with which they revived 
the cause of women's rights stemmed from feelings of 
powerlessness, self-contempt, marginality and, in 
many cases, their exploitation and oppression in New 
Left organizations like SDS. They took up the banner 
of self-determination· as an absolute. They rebelled 
against their "obje<;tification" by the men they lived 
with and American capitalism, both of which kept 
them bound in feudal roles in the home and in menial 
positions in the labor force. , 

Often, men became the focal point of their rage and 
women inveighed against their mates more heatedly 
than against the system that sanctioned and rein- • 
forced male chauvinism. "White Male" began to be as 
hateful to women in the Women's Liberation Movement 
as "The Man" was to Black militants. In fact, the simi-
larity between the rhetoric of the Black Power Move-
ment and the growing anti-chauvinist consciousness of 
white women provided a basis for feelings of solidarity 
with the cause of black l_iberation. 

Russell 
In time, s(sters tried_ to put this new emotional 

energy and subjective consciousness into a theoretical 
framework. They had begun,by finding the watchwords 
pf black outrage appropriate to their situation. They . 
heard echoes of their own experience when blacks 
spoke of the way Marxism had been used to manipu-
late them and relegate their struggles for self-determin-
ation to the realm of "these things take time." Con-
stantly having been put down for their so-called 
"emotionalism," women's liberationists began to 
identify all statements concerning objectivity with 
bourgeois mystification. They had little knowledge of 
history of women's struggles and the only revolution-
ary models they felt they could trust and receive • 
inspiration from were the anti-imperialist struggles of 
the Vietnamese and Afro-Americans. They saw them-
selves as colonial subjects, found the focus of their 
oppression and exploitation in physical abuse to their 
own bodies and, in some cases, employed "dialectical" 
thinking to try to prove that sexual antagonism was 
the principal con.tradiction in the world. Starting 
from the position of "de-classed" intellectuals and 
"chicks" who gained status from their men, many 
women sought liberation b',' becoming "de-classed" 
feminists. Their rallying cry became "Sisterhood is 
Pow,erful" just as the most elemental expression of 
Afro-American solidarity in the sixties was "Black 
is Beautiful" --true, unifying, at one level, but devoid 
of programmatic content and class orientation. 

Continued on page 12 
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Health BREASTFEEDING 
Column by Jain Simmons 

Our daughter, Malik, is now 22 _months old--she is 
still breastfeeding. In this article, I will attempt "to 
share with you the various bits of knowledge I have 
accumulated through this experience. 

Breastmilk is· the most nutritional food a mother 
can offer her baby. The act of breastfeeding offers a 
baby security as the baby attempts to deal with the 
new, frightening world. And it's best for the mother, 
too. Breastfeeding completes t~_e cycle of pregnancy 
and birth. It allows the mother's body to_get back in-
to shape and it provides one method of birth control--
a breastfeeding mother does not renew the menstrual 
cycle for at least four weeks. Some cases demonstrate 
that the menstrual cycle does not resume until solid 
foods are introduced to the baby's diet. (This is not 
tb say, of course, that other methods of birth control 
should not be used.) A further advantage is that the 
breastfeeding mother is less likely to develop breast 
cancer in her lifetime. 

A breastfeeding mother need only carr_y an extra 
diaper when she travels--no worry of bottles becoming 
too warm or too cold. And when the baby wakes for 
that 4:00 a.m. feeding, just bring the baby into bed 
to breastfeed; no need to run to the kitchen and pre-
pare the bottle while the baby screams for nourishment. 

Allergies are rare for the breastfed baby. The con-
sistency of the milk is just right--no formulas to ex-
periment with. The breastfed baby doesn't need solid 
foods until about the fourth to the sixth month; this 
is in sharp contrast to formula-fed babies for whom 
doctors must encourage solids at four to six weeks. 
At this age, the baby's digestive system is not properly 
developed to readily accept sol ids--thus the mother 
who complains of.a "messy eater who can't keep a 
thing down," and the doctor who complains of a baby 
with a "poor weight gain." More often than not, a 
formula-fed baby transforms into a "Gerber-baby." 
Just as it was supposedly convenient to use similac or 
e11famil, so, too, is it supposedly convenient to open a 
jar of starches, salts and I ittle proteins. In the long run, 
the bottle-fed baby suffers with a frequency of colds, 

- too much weight or not enough weight, poor teeth, 
etc. 

Given the above health advantages to breastfeeding, 
why do so -many mothers today still use formulas and 
bottles? The reasons are abundant. 

Perhaps the most inclusive cause for the continued 
trend to bottle-feed is the lack of information on the 
subject. In most medical and nursing schools, breast-
feeding is an elective in the course of study. If a doctor 
does not suggest the alternative of breastfeeding to a 
pregnant woman, she follows the doctor's advice on 
which formula to choose. Every obstetrics office I 
visited before and after the birth of our daughter 

was fully equipped with brochures from the leading 
formula producers. At most, there was one leaflet dis-
cussing the art of breastfeeding. 

This influence pervades not only the clinic or doc-
tor's office, but the hospital as well. The nurseries are 
staffed by nurses who have instructions to offer a bot-
tle of formula or sugar water to the hungry baby who 
awakes outside of the scheduled feeding time. This 
creates a difficulty for the mother who wishes to 
breastfeed. If the baby has been satisfied with sugar 
water, it's very difficult to encourage the baby to take 
the breast to feed. Such discouragement during those 
first few days causes many a well-meaning mother to 
resort to the formula supplied by the hospital when 
she and the baby leave for home. (Fortunately, some 
hospitals have established rooming-in facilities allow-
i_ng _baby and mother to be in the same room. This 
• h gives t e mother the prerogative to not comply to 

rigid hospital routines.) 
If a mother makes it through the hospital ordeal, 

she is usually challenged by relatives at home. Most • 
mothers of the depression and post-World-War 11 eras 
bottle-fed their children. If it was good enough for 
their children, shouldn't it be for their grandchildren? 
The father of the child often adds to the frustration 
of the breastfeeding mother. Fathers, in" general, exper-
ience some remorse over the amount of time and at-. 
tention a new baby requires. "Wouldn't it be easier to 

PEOPLE AROUND THE COUNTRY RALLY TO SUPPORT FARAH WORKERS 
-John French 

. "The,,stru~gle of the 3,000 Mexican-American Farah workers continues and will continue until 
v1c~ory. This was_ the general message brought to the Western Massachusetts area by two women 
strikers and organizers, R~sa Flores and Margaret Quesada.Their speaking tour around the country , 
~howed s~rong support exists everywhere for this cause. This was certainly the case with the meet-
ing o~garnzed by NAM and other groups and people in the Northampton area of Massachusetts. 
Despite the short not[ce, over 60 people gathered on May 3 to hear these women talk about the 
cond1t1ons at Farah and details of the continual boycott campaign of the Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers. The meeti~g had strong local labor support--the Northampton Labor Council bought a 
large ad for the meeting, and many local union members, students and interested community 
people attended. 
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put the baby in bed with a bottle? We'd have more 
time together." Breastfeeding requires a woman to be 
steadfast in her decision, After all, a baby is only a 
baby for a short time in our lives. Frictions with fam-
ily members can be avoided somewhat if the decision 
to breastfeed is discussed openly beforehand. During 
those first trying weeks a mother needs support, not 
disagreement. 

The working mother may be very hesitant to "get 
tied down" to her baby by breastfeeding. Such an atti-
tude is not necessary, however. Breast milk can be 
easily hand-expressed 24 hours in advance and refrig-
erated, thus allowing for babysitters to continue the 
healthful nourishment ofthe breast milk. A friend 
told me of a family who was sharing the responsibility 
of breastfeeding: when the mother was away at work, 
the father would feed the baoy the bottled breast 
milk and then allow the baby to suck at his nipples 

What about the "premie" or twins or the caesarian-
·del ivered child? Perhaps most vital to the premature 
infant is a healthy diet. Again, the breast milk can be 
hand-expressed and given to the incubated baby with 
a bottle. Once the baby is out of the crisis stage, the 
mother can breastfeed--she has developed her milk 
supply to meet the baby's needs by hand-expressing. 
Twins? No problem; in fact, it's probably easier than 
keeping track of the sterilized bottles and appropriate 
formulas. It is possible to breastfeed both babies at 
once. There is even a case in point where a mother of 
triplets successfully breastfed. 

The caesarian delivery does not at all affect the 
mother's milk supply. If.she can convince the some-
times over-concerned doctors and relatives of her 
strength, she too can be successful at breastfeeding. 

The only common deterrents to the lactating mo-
ther are fatigue and tension and poor diet. Rest and 
relaxation are the greatest assets to the successful lac-
tating mother. Fluid and protein intake are very essen-
tial also, and the breastfeeding mother requires more 
daily protein than the active athlete. 

It's distressing to note that the majority of women 
breastfeeding today are young, white, middle-class and 
college-educated. Keeping up with the modern Ameri-
can suburban housew1te has influenced many third 
world women to bottle-feed. This is true_ not only in 
our country, but even more so in countries suffering 
from American intervention. The ways of the white -
American doctor are considered superior. The similac, 
enfamil, Gerber corporations are, thus, making a vast 
profit,. 

Attempting to dis~eminate information on breast-
feeding is a group of mothers known- as the La Leche 
League. LLL is an international organization with its 
headquarters here in the U.S. Their address is: La 
Leche League International, Frank I in Park, 111. 60131. 
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Watergate: the people speak 
by Kay Cole and Joel Parker 

San Francisco NAM 

THE WATERGATE SCANDAL continues to develop 
as one of the great crises in U. S. political history. Each 
day new evidenqe surfaces exposing deep-seated con-
tempt for the "democratic process" by Nixon's "law 
and order" administration. Yet, the whole scandal has 
been remote from the activity of the American people. 
It has been a struggle between Congress, the Nixon 
apparatus and the media--popular demand did not 
launch the investigations, nor has there been evidence 
of widespread action to affect the course of the inves-
tigations. The whole drama has been played out over 
working people's heads, and in many ways has only 
increased general feelings of powerlessness. 

We felt that it was important to get some sense 
of how working people perceive the Watergate events. 
The following interviews were conducted on Saturday, 
May 20th, outside a supermarket in a working class,. 
multi-national nei_qhborhood. People were chosen at 
random. About half the people asked refused to res-
pond; several indicated by their gestures that they 
were upset by all the attention that Watergate was 
getting. 

The questions we tried to ask in each interview 
were: 

. "'{hat do~s Watergate mean to you? Do you think 
Pres1~ent Nixon was involved? Has it undermined your 
co_nf1dence m the government's programs? Do you 
!.b~nl< th_e·. Democrats would be any better? Do you 
think Nixon should be impeached if he is linked to 
the ?ffa1r~ (We didn't identify ourselves until after 
the interviews were complete:) 

Reti~ed registered nurse, white female; supervisor in 
Publtc Health Service for 30 years: 

I think the investigations will be helpful. I think -
th~y are needed and I hope and pray it will expose the 
guilty and make_ them all equal in receiving judgments. 
From the American people as well as from the courts 
I don't want to prejudge but I think he [Nixon] could 
never h?ve ~urrou~ded hi~self ~ith the type of people 
h~ had m his very inner circle without knowing what 
kmd of people were working for him. I've been in a 
supe_rvisor's job. I had the power of hiring and firing 
and 1t seems to me incredible that he wouldn't know 
what was going on. , .The corruption revealed by 
Watergate has been r~flected in the area of his trying 
to change the operation of the democratic process as 
regards the press, as regards the cabinet. He did not 
a~ least until the exposure, have very much contact' 
directly w_it~ his ca_binet. It all seemed to be syphoned 
throu,gh _his 1mmed1ately responsible counsel, advisers. 
I t _like that ... I was anti-Vietnam all the way. I 

• d1~n t_l1ke the ~ay Johnson handled it, nor Nixon. I 
thm_k 1t was an immoral, indecent, unnecessary and 
terrible thing to happen ... 

Middle-aged white woman: (Question: What is your 
opinion of Watergate?) 

A.: Go to hell. 

Boris, 45-year-old Turkish restauranteur: 

I str<;>ngly believe that the President will have to do 
something to prove that he is innocent. Otherwise we 
have to _be very careful next time to vote for anybody 
for pres1d~nt ... I strongly believe you have to be 
proved guilty. Every one of us has to be proven guilty 
before ~e make any accusation. We have to respect 
our president because he is our president. No matter 
what we t~ink he is still our president. If he is linked 
to t~e affair he has to prove that he is still with us. I 
don t know what the process is. • 

Oriental man, 70; helps run a Senior Citizens' Center: 

. _ I cannot say. I don't know. I don't vote. Everybody 
1s interested in the Watergate. 

Janet, Black student and housewife, about 30: 

I think the sc~ndal i~ ~isgraceful. I think person-
?11.Y t~at ~he p~es1dent 1s involved ... The entire admin-

. 1str~t1on 1s subJ~ct to great scrutiny now. People are 
• ?fra1d to deal with them now. Nobody.really has the 

ms to governme~t tha~ they had before those guys 
that_are contro_llmg things and now there's a vacuum--
a ,vo1d:·somethmg like a mid-level of government does-
"' t exist any,mor~. I don't kn?w what is going to hap-
pen ••. I don t think much of impeachment. It's just a 
matter of censure. He should be removed from office 
That's another process. • • 

60-year-old white housewife with a strong southern 
accent: 

I don't want to answer because I don't think that 
people that are investigating know all about it them-

. se,lves. They are trying, to find out who is the instiga-
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tor of the whole thing and trying to implicate Nixon. 
The man hasn't been proven guilty You, can't blame 
anyone un_til he is_proven guilty. In a way I don't 
think President Nixon reallv knew when it happened. 
I don't say he might not have known about it later. 

,And l'.m a Demo~rat .... No. I don't think Nixon ought 
to be impeached 1f he 1s proven to be linked with the 
sc?ndal. You cannot let anything like this deter your 
mmd from the government. I think that would be the 
worst thing people can do. The Democrats were not 
so good this time either. Did you hear McCord and 
what went on with being paid to have our veterans 
to demonstrate down there through the Democrats? 

• They had things fixed up where they were gonna 
bomb buildings and everything down there. They've 
got a bunch of them arrested now ... If you don't 
believe in the government now you might as well for-
get it and let it go to the left. 

20-year-old white man: 

Well, I'm against Nixon's advisors. I'm not against 
Nixon at the _mome'nt; I was. 

. Two white women, 20-25 years old, one with a baby: 

Woman No. 1: They ?re going to do what they want 
. to do anyway. I haven t really formed an opinion to 
tell you the truth. No, I really don't think people have 
any power. 

G_ulinary worker, white, some 60 years old, ill and a 
little drunk: , 

I think the whole thing STINKS! The whole Wash-
ington is so rotten and corrupt. It's unbearable. That 
damn crap. I think the president was involved in the 
planning. I think he knew all this.and he should be 
ii:npeached. T_his won't be straightened out for a long 
t1f!1e. In the first place they had th is war in Vietnam. I 
th_mk o~r president is not up to par ... I'm doubtful he 
w!II be impeached. I wouldn't approve of it myself. He 
will suffer 11Vithin his own category ... He's a hypocrite 
too. He said how poor he used to be ... We work our 
asses off and the big executives get everything. 

Supermarket employee, Black man, about 20 years old: 

. I haven't ~one too much thinking abol,lfit. I always 
. have the idea tha_t the government was corrupt so 

1t Just proved the pomt. The president could have been 
involved. Usually a man who appoints people knows 
what they are doing. Yes, I think Nixon should be re-
moved from office if he is proven to be involved. 

Hospital worker, Black woman, about 50 years old: 

I think it should all be out in the open. The Ameri-
can people should know what's going on ... Ummmhuh. 
Ummmhuh. It has affected my confidence in the way 
the government works. There's a lot of high officials 
involved which shouldn't be--the FBI and the CIA, the 
president and the attorney general and all the aides. I 
really couldn't trust our president's integrity anymore. 
... If he is linked to these events I think he should re-

_ sign. 
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W?man No._ 2: I don't think so either. Yeah, sure I 
thmk the president was involved. Sure. 

W~ma_n No. 1: Definitely. Most definitely. But then 
"'!e re m for trouble if he is impeached. We better get 
nd of Agne~ because then we'll have the same thing 
all over agam. · 

i,yoman,_ abou_ t 30, with a child; white, typist for pub-
lie relations f,rm; formerly political reporter: 

I'm glad it'.5 con:ie out.-lt's important to get back 
to the yvay thmgs are_ meant to be run. Instead of the 
whole idea of executive power taking over and running 

. the whole c~>Untry. _As a voter I have nothing to say 
about ".'fho 1s a p~es1dential assistant or who is a cabi-
net officer ... This could happen under any power-
hun~ry pres_iden_t. I'm a Democrat ... I never had any 
conf1dencE: m "!1xon's administration. But the fact that 
vyatergate 1s being pursued so vigorously has substan-
tiated ~Y confidence in the overall system that the 
co_untry _s supposed to run under. But I don't think 
any .president has been paying any attention to that 
tor ab~~t twenty YE:ars ... I can't believe that he didn't 

now._ m not co~vmced that he.knew before the 
bre?~-111. Bu_t I th111k he ok'd that t e of thin ..• 
pol1t1cal esp!onage ... I think he sho~fd be im ;a:~:d 
~e~ause J th mk that is part of the system thai should 

e est~ out. I don't think we can say the s stem :i;0~d~a
0
b7! :~ ~hec~s balances is c6nsidered 

it'st no~ horhrible enov~':ifo:~~~~a~~:~:~h~nng !~?;e 
no us111g t e whole system. 
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I told them a long time ago Nixon was a crook. The 
biggest crook we ever·had. Sure he should be impeached 
but he won't be because he has too many crooks around 
him ... I voted for McGovern. I couldn't get anyone 
else to vote for him. Now I can't find anyone who 
voted for Nixq,n ... The people ought to wake up. Eve-
rybody voted for him, almost everybody except me. 
We had another Republican crook before--Harding--but 
he was nothing like this. Nixon's the worst ever! 

Carpenter, Irish accent, about 40 years old: 

• think the president is guilty. You can't trust poli-
ticians. 

\! ', Domestic worker, Chicana, about 45 years old, with 
\i\ '; children: 

I

\\', I'm glad to see it happen. It's a shame and if Nixon 

1

. \', is guilty and involved he should be removed from of-
\;\,!\,, fice. I have followed the hearings from the beginning. 

... I think Democrats would be better. But the war 
,., , , was bad. Bad. 

65-year-old retired white man; former supervisor in the 
Navy: 

I'm sorry our country had developed into such a 
state. When you reach a peak you're going to start slid-
ing down. All countries do it. I think eventually this 
country is going to be a third-rate power. I don't think 
the Democrats would do better. I believe in the two-
party system. When you try to destroy one party vou 
are destroying the two of them .. .There is no differ-
ence between the two parties ... I don't think Nixon 
is involved. I was a supervisor in a department where 
there was a lot of stealing. The FBI came in there and 
said you should know what is going-on. But when you 
have a lot of people working for yo1:1 you don't know 
what's going on ... If he knew about the cover-up I 
wouldn't be a bit surprised. But this has not hurt my 
confidence in his policies ... A lot of people don't 
like Nixon because of the Hiss case. I say that it's 
Nixon's country as well as ours ... But what is he going 
to do about his slush fund that he's got on San Clemente? 

75-year-old woman, Russian refugee: -

My grandfather was a chemist for Alexander I 11 and 
my father was a cossack in the Czar's army and this 
country says on its coins "In God We Trust." Bu.t 
Marxism is running this country and it's Russian 
sabotage in the universities. Nixon is not going left 
but the country is.e 

. _ . . If any NAM people wish to do a 
stm~lar qu_est,onmg of working people on a question of 
nat10nal mterest, please let us know well in advance 
that you are planning it and around what issue. 
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MORE 

Electoral Discussion 
I) 

A PERSPECTIVE ON ELECTORAL ACTIVITY 

by Jim Weinstein 
San Francisco NAM 

1) THE NECESSITY OF electoral politics in build-
ing a majority movement for democratic socialism must 
be considered in the light of a) our ultimate aim: to 
create a society in which every person ca_n participate 
fully in making social decisions and in which all invol-
untary division~, of labor are eliminated, and b) the 
specific nature of corporate capitalism in the United 
States. A socialist movement has two principal tasks 
Through a party it takes state power from the capital-
ist class. And it must begin the process of creating new 
social relations and new ways of making social decisions. 
The ultimate goal is to eliminate the state as we know 
it, and to make a party unnecessary. But to do that a 
party must be built and the seizure and temporary util-
ization of state power_must occur. 

2) 11(.J THIS CENTURY, with the development of 
large corporations and monopoly, the state has become 
increasingly central to capitalist rule. Regulation and 
~oordination of corporate investment have become jn-
creasingly necessary and centralized in the federal 
government. This has also been true of other aspects 
of social life. Education (orfginally centered around 
the church and the workplace), police (formerly elec-. 
ted or hired by ·individual corporations), welfare 
(formerly private "charity"), health care (formerly 
a private relation with doctors, nurses and midwives) 
have all be!'lil standardizt=1d and. made directly depen-
dent on the state by a class conscious ruling class. As a 
result, struggles that have started within various insti-
tutions--in the workplace in general, in factories, 
schools, health care facilities, welfare agencies--have 
constantly been forced beyond the limits of the insti-
tutions themselves and into "politics," into confron-
tation with various elected or appointed government 
officials. 

Any social movement that hopes to make real 
changes within the capitalist system; let alone to 
overthrow it, must confront state power. This is true 
because the state is the central regulator of capitalist 
interests and is the pivot of struggle for the allocation 
of resources. 

3) ACTUAL POLICY makil'),g on all levels of gov-
ernment is further and further removed from direct 
determination by elected officials; policy is increasing-
·1y made by informal ruling class groups acting through 
the executive branch of government. Yet the capital-
ist class legitimates- its rule through the electoral pro-
cess and elected officials have at least nominal power 
to make basic decisions. The ability of the ruling 
class to govern with little or no effective opposition 
to its basic policies is a result of the constant renewal 
of its mandate through "free" elections, in which all 
are urged to participate. The purpose of socialist par-
ticipation in elections is to interfere in this process and 
to force public discussion of basic questions.· 

Under liberal capitalism (as contrasted .to fascism) 
the right to contest for power exists formally through 

• the electoral process. Elections provide a degree of 
democratic participation that is open (although uneq-
ually) to all groups in society. Any capitalist politician 

• or party that claimed the right to rule without being 
elected would be opposed by the overwhelming major-
ity of Americans, not only because such a claim would 
violate established order, ~ut also because the right to 
participate in elections, to vote, has been the historic 
battleground of oppressed and exploited classe·s in the 
United States. This was true first of propertyless wor-
kers, then of women, then blacks and most recently 
youth. On what basis could a democratic socialist move-

Page 10 

ment claim the right to take power without interfering 
in this central mechanism of capitalist rule, without 
going through the electoral process? It could not claim 
to rule as an elite minority. And if it claimed to be a 
r.1ajority how could it explain the refusal to partici-
pate in elections? 

4) THE ARGUMENT AGAINST a focus on elec-
toral politics points out that t~e state is remote from 
people's everyday activity and that elections perpetu-
ate passivity. Electing socialists to office, even if they 
remain true to their principles, cannot change the func-
tion of the state or make any fundamental changes in 
our everyday lives. Furthermore, people experience ex-
ploitation and oppression in their places of work, or as 
students, sick people, on the highways, watching tele-
vision or walking on the street. To abandon organizing 
within these institutions, particularly th~ workplace, is 
to give up the day-to-day strugg.le against capitalist so-
cial relations in its most immediate and oppressive 
forms. 

This is all true, but the other side of it is equally 
true: organizing within the workplace, in any other 
institution, or around anti-imperialism tends to lead to 
a narrow interest-consciousness and to contesting 
within the system in competition with other sectors of 
the working population. It is sometimes possible to 
link issues and to create limited alliances between sec-
tors of the class--as· in the fight against workfare, which 
might link welfare recipients with unionists in defense 
of the union wage. But good as such alliances are, 
their effectiveness depends on changing both the state 
budget (to increase welfare allocations) and the ta~ 
structure (so that workers won't end up being taxed 
to pay for welfare increases). These demands re-
quire intervention in the electoral process and if soc-
ialists are not contesting around them they provide_ the 
basis for strengthening liberal politicians who take up 
particular demands when they become popular and 
arrange partial and distorted "solutions" to them. Or-
ganizing and agitation around government policies can 
effect some changes--the anti-war and civil rights move-
ments are the most obvious examples--but the result of 
this activity as long as it is not a coordinated part of 
a socialist movement contesting in the electoral' arena 
has been to strengthen liberals like the Kennedy's or 
McGovern. Civil rights and the war were considered 
radicalizing issues, which they were,especially when 
both major parties opposed them. But when the radi-
cals generated enough support, liberal Democrats 
took them over and defined them in limited terms 
within the system. 

The contest for state power at this stage of the 
development of a socialist movement can be popular 
.only if it takes place within the electoral arena as well . 
as in other institutions. Armed struggle is elitist and 
self-defeating since it concedes opposition to the great 
majority who continue freely to acquiesce in capitalist 
rule. Workplace and other institutional organizing 
(syndicalism) does not address state power. The need, 
then, is to combine particular struggles (workplace 
organizing, anti-imperialist activity) with electoral 
politics. It is not a question of one or the other, but of 
the necessity for both to be done simultaneously with-
in a long-term perspective. Within that framework it is 
impossible to predict the final path to power. If social-
ist power grows within various institutions as electoral 
strength increases, electoral activity may be a partial 
path to power. But reliance on elections alone will 
guarantee failure. Organizing must go on in all institu-
tions to enable us to contest for power throughout 
society, not just in the formal government structure. 

Such activity is essential for another reason: the 
beginnings of new social relations, new concepts of 
work, of education, of health care, of community and 
living arrangements, cannot be worked out in election 
campaigns or by minorities in state legislatures. This 
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These two statements on electoral politics conclude the 
pre-convention discussion on the subject. We have prin-
ted all statel]1ents we've received. 

must be done in the day-do-day struggles within the 
workplace, etc. The social decisions of a socialist soci-
ety will be made largely in and through various local 
institutions. Under socialism, decision-making will· 
be decentralized, while the administratio~ of things--
the carrying out of policy decisions--will require grea-
ter.<;entralization . .'lt is thus necessary for a socialist 
movement to help create local councils as embryonic 
forms of future government, while building a party 
that can contest for state power now. 

5) IN THIS PERSPECTIVE, electoral activity must 
be explicitly socialist. It must make socialism the 
public issue of the 1970's. And at the same time, it 
must be popular, it must win majority support. As a 
start, that means electoral coalitions around socialism 
that are non-sectarfari and constantly related to insti--
tutional struggles and existing groups--union caucuses; 
health care and teachers' organizations, student· groups, 
rent control movements, anti-imperialist struggles, etc. 
And clearly, this does not mean abandoning existing 
activity to transfer into elections. It means unifying 
the two.e 

2) 
ELECTORAL POLITICS 

by Jim Livingston and Don Shankman 
DeKalb NAM 

I. LARRY LYNN'S AND Milissa Upton's paper on 
electoral politics is enormously significant: .we sup-
port their argument for an electoral focus because we 
see it as the most effective strategy for building a 
working class socialist movement in the United 
States. 

An electoral focus makes sense first because work-
ing people see "politics" in terms of elections and po-
litical power in terms of holding office. The decisions 
made by congressmen and councilmen have a measur-
able impact on how they make a living, how their 
children are educated, etc. Working people's rejection 
of George McGovern was a rejection not of politics but 
of programs that they saw as threatening to their ,own 
physical and economic security an·d to their ch.ildren's 
education. It is not important, therefore, that the 
working class "like" politicians or elections; it is impor-
tant merely that working people already understand 
the effect of electoral politics on their lives. 

Politics are significant in a larger sense, and this 
can be made clearer in the process of elections. 
Federal, state and municipal governments are crucial 

·to the continuous functioning of capitalism in the 
United States: these governments extract tax revenue 
from working people and use it to sustain the social 
and economi<; power of the very corporations which 
dominate their lives. Further, these governments are 
presently the arenas in which interest group conscious-
ness is continually reinforced by allocating resources 
to different sectors of the working class on a competi-
tive basis, thus dividing lhe working class against itself. 
Control of government budgets is therefore a concrete 
means by which socialists could unite these diverse and 
often hostile sectors of the working class. 

Moreover, asserting democratic political control 
over the economic determinants of people's lives chal-
lenges the bourgeois definition of society, a definition 
that conceives of human relationships in economic 
terms. 

II. It is essential to realize that adopting an electoral 
focus doesn't imply immediately running candidates. 
Indeed, to do so would be totally to misunderstand the 
need to identify ourselves as serious contenders for 
state power. First we must have begun to develop a 
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CUNY Continued from page 5 

late a solution to this crisis guided by socialist principles. 
The Westside•Chapter No. 1 of NAM thinks that this 
socialist group should not be a mere coalition of radical 
and ethnic organizations. Student and anti-imperialist 
movements of the 1960's were limited precisely because 
their coalitions were not "independent clas.s formations," 
At CUNY the basis for a "class organization" that could 
agitate for autonomous "class programs" is the working 
faculty. The instructional staff performs a crucial pro-
ductive function. It educates whole sections of the work· 
ing class and trains future wage earners. Working faculty 
at CUNY are compelled to-recognize their function be-
cause their conditions of work come more·and more to 
resemble tlie conditions of mass production. The junior 
faculty do not have the option of emphasizing profes-
sionalism and find it increasingly difficult to choose 
academic isolation as a personal alternative. 

At CUNY the working faculty already has a class 
organization, the PSC. In fact the function of a trade 
union as•the protector of the rights and living stand-
ards of workers is a necessary precondition for systema-
tic and thoroughgoing socialist activity by any stratum 
of the working class. 

The Westside Chapter No. 1 views an autonomous 
~ocialist caucus of faculty as a force that could unify 
the dissident faculty throughout the City University. 
Accordingly, it sponsored several planning meetings 
before the actual conference an_d invited former mem-
bers of the New University Conference (most are 
socialists) and other NAM chapters in New York City 
to participate. 

Most of the faculty members had not been politically 
active since the demise of NUC. Isolated from one ano-
ther, they had seen the need for a socialist group, but 
had been hesitant to constitute such a group themselves. 
The participation of NAM members, therefore, was imp-or-
tant, not so much for programmatic leadership or to pro-
vid.e 'clear socialist vision and politics," but as a unifying 
force. Indeed, the main contribution of NAM members 
was the continual bringing to light of the principles and 
proposals upon which to base a durable consensus. Be-
cause NAM is an autonomous socialist organization its 
members were in a position to point out the basis of 
unity among the faculty. 

At the conference, Sam Bowles, an economist recen-
tly fired from Harvard, provided theoretical underpinning 
for the day's activities with an opening talk on the poli-. 
tical economy of higher education. Bowles argued that 
education is the "frontier" in the corporate liberal state. 
Th@ educational institutions reproduce the class structure 
of corporate capitalism and distribute students accord· 
ingly. Before the current crisis in higher education, ·the 

believable socialist platform, our concrete plan for 
using society's resources to meet its people's needs. 
In other words we must begin to gear ourselves to 
wielding power long before this becomes an immediate 
practicality. People support a revolutionary alternative 
not because they're desperate but because they see it 
as eminently practical and urgently necessary. 

Second, before we run candidates we must have 
been engaged in a continuous dialogue with our work-
ing class constituencies about social needs and ways 
of meeting those needs. It should be obvious that 
existing projects including workplace and neighbor- . 
hood organizing, anti-war work, etc., are areas where 
this dialogue can take place. However, these projects 
reflect the current division of social life into distinct 
and often conflicting activities (work, leisure, educa-
·i:ion, family),instead of analyzing eachas an aspect of 
class rule. Electoral politics can bring a comprehensive, 
explicitly political expression to what might otherwise 
remain interest group demands. 

Furthermore, an electoral focus ought never to 
mean restricting our political activity to "running can· 
didates" and "holding-office." The ide~ that the rela-
tionships of a working class constituertcy to_ its elected 
·representatives must be passive and deferential has no 
sound factual or theoretical basis: it is a caricature 
even of bourgeois reality in the United States. From 
Shay's Rebellion to the Bonus March, to the Civil 
Rights and Anti-War marches on Washington, popular 
protest movements have been part of the actual politi-
cal process of the United States. Bourgeois attempts to, 
define these movements as illegitimate represent their 

. wishful thinking rather than their perception of reality. 
For socialists these movements are part of a rich ex-
perience on which we can draw in our building of a 
socialist democracy. 

Holding office and popular:struggle can be mutually 
supportive. Even the IWW welcomed socialist victories 
in city elections, since it meant control over the police 
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universities did promote class mobility to a great extent. 
However, the current crisis marks the "closing of the 
frontier," The post-secondary institutions come more 
and more to resemble large-scale productive units that 
provide the commodity of occupational training. In 
response to this transformation, the ,faculty must not 
look backward to some "golden age" of academia, but 
must put forward a socialist ·alternative as class-conscious 
workers. 

After Bowles' presentation two members of the Pro-
fessional Staff Congress offered alternative proposals 
for union activity. The representative of a dissident 
group within the PSC argued that only a total houseclean-
ing could transform the union. The current leadership 
must be voted out. They had "sold out" the members 
during the current contract negotiations. They had 

--and however one interprets what is happening in Chile, 
it is clear that Allende's presidency has coincided with 
an intensification of clc1ss struggle in farms, mines, 
factories and newsrooms, as well as in the national 
legislature. 

Ill. Thus far discussion of electoral politics within 
NAM has concentrated on the municipal level. There 
is much positive in this focus, for it represents our 
acceptance of diversity and commitment to decentral-
izing political and economic power. But it is necessary 
that electoral activity not remain exclusively local, 
because we face a nationally-based ruling class. Direct 
assaults on capitalist control over "their" property, for 
instance, could hardly be successful on a purely local 
basis, for obvious reasons. Therefore we should have 
in mind campaigns for Congress as soon as we are able 
to do so convincingly (in terms of the criteria in sec-
tion 11). We should do this in part because Congress 
is an institution capable of being used for democratic, 
socialist ends. Here.it is important not to confuse the 
institution with the bol!rgeois congressmen who now 
sit in it, a distinction which our programs and propa-
ganda ought to make clear. What follows is a sketch 
of the themes of such a future camR_~g_n, 
1. The United States is now governed by executive 

tyranny. Watergate, Nixon's impounding_ of 
funds, imposing of budget ceilings and d1~re-
gard for Congress in the continue~ bomb_mg of 
Cambodia are simply the latest episodes m a pro-
cess that goes back at least to the turn of the 
century. This executive tyranny has been made 
necessary by--and works to maintain--the cen-
tralization of economic power in giant corpora· 
tions. (In the nineteenth century, Congress was 
capable of shaping national policy because it 
represented the diversity of property interests 
·that characterized competitive capitalism.) 

2. Congressmen committed to capitalism will never 
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totally ignored the exploitation of the junior faculty, 
especially the adjuncts. Their inefficient, selective lea-
dership could lead to the permanent weakening of the 
union. He invited the socialist caucus to work with his 
group within the union as one prong qf its activities. 
The second speaker was only mildly critical of the union 
and received a chilly reception. 

In the afternoon session a member of Westside No. I 
analyzed the competing, ruling-class strategies for the 
future of the City University. A member of the Inter-
borough Chapter examined the political implication of 
these strategies for a socialist caucus: "Clearly our per-
spective must go beyond the union, and must deal with 
the inadequacy of interest-group demands. The union 
lacks power--but it is not alone. The entire community of 
the city--students or faculty, union or non-union--are 
busily fighting among themselves to try to meet their 
individual needs. Each individually has no power." 

To go beyond these divisions the I nterborough Chap-
ter pr~p·osed that the conforence plan a city-wide con-
vention to start a campaign for a democratically 
elected Board of Higher Education to represent the inter-
ests of the entire working class, not the ruling class--and 
to discuss other projects. 

Faculty members objected to this proposal, however, 
because the autonomous socialist caucus that could pull 
together such a campaign had not yet been born. A sub-
stantial majority of the faculty favored a socialist caucus 
within CUNY. Nearly all the participants wanted the 
caucus to be active both inside and outside the union on 
a wide variety of issues. The socialist politics of the caucus 
would be "up front" during all its future activities. The 
faculty members emphasized that any socialist caucus 
must always carry on its practice with a view toward the 
unitiw:ation of the working class. But most important, the 
faculty members saw themselves as members of the work· 
ing class, highly educated, yes, but workers none the less. 

The newly-formed socialist caucus is preparing to inter-
vene within the PSC. It is willing to make its presence 
felt among the instructional staff. It has invited members 
of NAM to participate in these activities. Both the West-
side Chapter No. 1 and the I nterborough Chapter have 
chosen to continue working with the socialist caucus.• 

attack the centralized economic power that un-
'derlays centralized political power. 

3. We need therefore to elect socialist congress-
men committed to the following program: 
a. Redistributing income and wealth and pro-

viding decent social services. 
b. Financing these programs by effectively 

taxing corporate profits. 
c. (The crucial step that only socialists are will-

ing to take.) Where capitalists retaliate by 
striking (or in their words "withholding in-
vestment due to the unfavorable climate for 
business"). place corporate-controlled resour-
ces into the hands of working people willing 
and able to maintain and expand production 
to satisfy democratically determined human 
needs. 

IV. A serious consideration of socialist electoral poli-
tics becomes imperative in the context of Watergate. 
In the absence of a real contest for state power between 
bourgeois parties and socialists, the only alternative to 
the present morass of corruption is a conception of 
politics offered by corporate spokesmen and ideologues· 
which divides society along functional lines (e.g., b~s-
inessmen, labor, public). and sees the political process 
as one which develops out of "equal" representation 
from each of these functional groups. This sort of anti-
political scheme has been and is being hailed by corpor-
ate liberals as a way of avoiding the squalid dealings of 
politicians--the grand efficiency of it is staggering to 
those who conceive of society as relationships between 
economic beings. Only socialists can challenge this def-
inition of society; only socialists can assert democratic 
political control over economic resources and thus be-
gin to build a society of human beings.e 
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women 
Continued from page 7 

Feminists emphasized activities and organizational 
forms that offered the most immediate possibility for 
self-affirmation. In the left,wing of the movement, 
psychological groups, consciousness-raising collectives, 
karate classes, newsletters and guerrilla theatre bands 
flourished as alternatives to hierarchical political or-
ganizations and workplace organizing. There was a 
conscious retreat from strategic thinking. These women 
asserted the priority of getting themselves together as 
exemplary social units before doing "outreach work" 
much as certain elements in the black struggle resor-

. ted to reviving primitive communal forms in order to 
construct supposedly healthier social relationships 
than capitalism allowed. Most of the energy of this 
segment of the Women's Movement was expended on 
personal transformation, sexual exploration and sym-
bolic politics. These were most popular becaus~ they 
involved short-term, emotionally gratifying activity 
in which the validity of one's politics was judged by_ 
the "groove" of one's life-style and the only demands 
made on the participants were a commitment to love, 
honesty and collectivity among small groups with 
similar socio-political and socio-economic backgrounds. 
The only institutional arrangements challenged by 
-this particular political thrust were monogamous 
marriage and the bourgeois nuclear family--structures 
that had been disintegrating among whites under 
capitalist socialization for the previous twenty 
years. 

in the more conservative sections of. the women's 
movement, there was an upsurge of national organi-
zation and program. Women in! NOW identified openiy 
with the upwardly mobile values of the dominant 
society and found it easy to tap the energy the left 
had aroused and channel it into reformism. They 
engaged in consciousness-raising around sexist and 
chauvinist oppression, while championing schemes for 
legal abortion, zero population. growth, government-
operated day care centers and equal job opportunities 
for themselves in professions and industry. Like the 
Suffragist Movement of the Nineteenth century, their 
goal was simply to get a larger piece of the pie, not to 
create a new recipe with different ingredients. 

Unfortunately, from the viewpoint of white and 
third-world working class women, it was often difficult· 
to distinguish between the utopian experimentation of 
th_e left wing and the pragmatic opportunism of the 

·nor heat 
Continued from page 5 

creased from 84 to 1,846 in the past four years. Sec-
ond, the postal service is conducting a three-year, 17.5-
million-dollar advertising campaign promoting itself. • 
The campaign is being handled by two New Yo'rk ad-
vertising agencies. Union President Hackett has trou-
ble seeing the sense in this, especially in the face of . 
cutbacks in jobs and conse_quently in service: 

What the hell are they adv~rtising?They've got a 
monopoly. All you have to do is give the people ser-
vice and they won't have to advertise. You don't have 
to advertise that this is the best mail service available; 
this is the only mail service available. 

The postal workers object to the fact that the only 
mail service available is operating at such low efficiency; 
they want to provide good service and feel that they 
are prevented from doing so by the indiscriminate cost-
cutting policies of national postal service administrators. 
Mr. Hackett stated the issue this way: 

This commodity in the U.S. Post Office is service 
alone; that's all'they manufacture--service ... They tax 
the people to have postal service; they charge them 
another tax to handle the mail--stamps. Now they're 
going to tell them, "We're not going to give you service 
anymore." Up until the Postal Service took over, the 
post office operated at 85% efficiency--very high for a 
service organization. When a first-class letter cost three 
cents to mail, business areas received four deliveries a 
day; most now receive only one. Now you're going to 
tell these people that you're going to charge them 
eight cents and only deliver their mail once a day. And 
we as letter carriers have to tell the people when they 
ask where their mail is, "Well, you'll get the rest of it 
tomorrow, I guess; this is all I could bring today." 

This will be a strike issue--service. Either you're 
going to let us give th.e people service, or else. And 
we're sure the public is going to back us up, because 
we're sure the public wants service. 
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right. Both seemed remote to the needs of women at 
the bottom of society who had neither the luxury nor 
the desire to "·drop out" into "free zones," nor the 
means to rise in the labor force. Their problems were 
different. Many of them knew their husbands were 
chauvinist pigs and often wished they'd never begun 
having children (at least not at age fourteen) or con-
sented to marriage (somewhat later); but the realities 
of their.situation dictat!'Jd that whoever could find a 
job worked outside the home, and whoever couldn't 
worked to maintain the household. The conventions 
of the market-place were the rules to be obeyed. Their 
work was as heavy as men's; the hours long. They 
could see the justice in demanding equal pay scales, 
but they saw working class men to be as victimized as 
they were. Still they were clear in refusing to let men 
take out the frustrations of their lives on their wives 
and children. For working class and particu!arly 
third-world mothers, government operated day-care 
centers meant just so much more racist brainwashing 
of their children which they had to undo. 

Black women with some history of political involve-
ment expressed the most antagonism toward the 
Women's Movement. They saw in white feminists of 
the left and right self-indulgence, ego-tripping, a threat· 
to their own efforts at self-improvement and a vamp-
ing in style on the black struggle itself. The conscious-
ness of these black sisters was contradictory. But they 
were correctly skeptical of the unelerstanding with 
which radical feminists identified.with black liberation 
and said "Dig, supporting Angela Davis is cool." They 
were calling for some objective demonstration of the 
power of sisterho_qg, requiring white sisters to come to 
terms with their material privilege as well as their psy-
chological oppression. They were trying to remind 
people that solidarity is not a sentiment. They went 
further. They said, "We can understand that many of 
you radicals think SCLC is ripped, that many welfare 
mothers are not ideologically prepared to embrace 
Marxism-Leninism or feminism. But look at history. 
Look, at least, at the last ten years and understand 
that women such as Fannie Lou Hamer in the context 
of the South, and organizations like National Welfare 
Rights, by their practice and class and national compo-
sition, are in the objective leadership in the struggle 
for women's rights." 

They said, "Analyze your own practice, your own 
preoccupations with self-fulfillment and political pur-
ism in light of that, and chart a course that puts you 
in a position to develop a movement to deal with and 
help shape the present historical reality in America. 
When you talk of leadership, don't reveal your bour-

In the contract negotiation, there is a wage package, 
but it is· not considered a strike issue by union leader's. 
However, 

All of our working condition demands would be a 
strike issue. ; .because our working conditions are that 
bad .• 

nosta/gia 
Most of the working condition demands involve 

numbers of jobs. They are presented within two con-
texts--providing good service and the federal govern-
ment's responsibility to provide employment. 

It is demanded that there be hiring until there are 
at least as many employees on the rolls as when the 
hiring freeze began in March 1972 in order to provide 
adequate service. It is demanded that the no-layoff 
clause of their present contract be r-etained. A thirty-
five-hour work week is demanded, and the unions want 
any jobs created in this way, or by other increases in 
service, to be available first to Vietnam veterans. They 
feel that the Postal Service, as an agency both of the 
government and of service, should bear part of the-res-
ponsibility to create jobs for the unemployed. 
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, geois orientation by speaking only of individuals; 
analyze the social forces that they embody. 

Women who are feminists must understand that 
their liberation is directly tied to making a revolution. 
Making a revolution entails seizing state power. If the 
transfer of power is to revolutionize the productive 
arid social relationships of society, it must be led and 
controlled by forces with a proletarian outlook. Per-
sonal transformation is necessary in revolutionary 
struggle, but the most politically useful form of self-
transformation comes through engaging the state in 
battle. Leadership in that struggle belongs not to 
those who are most thoroughly excluded from and 
oppressed by society; it belongs to those who can de-
velop the capacity to apply organized social force 
against the class responsible for their exploitation. 
The organization of women into a revolutionary 
force in America will require developing conscious-
ness ... not only of our oppression, but of our power. 
.Rather than experienciog highs off slogans like "trash 
the nuclear family," rather than destroying or giving 
men responsibility for all the social arrangements that 
constrict our activity, the creation of revolutionary 
consciousness will involve expanding our appreciation 
of the institutions, services and industries we want to 
control so that they can be shaped to meet our needs. 

We must also rememqer that revolutions take a 
long time. In order for the organization of the revolu-
tion to be sustained even when its momentum is 
temporarily lost, we must think strategically. We must 
set ourselves short-term and long-term objectives based 
on the condition of American capitalism and the social 
forces actively antagonistic to it. We must understand 
that objective conditions have produced progressive 
political formations in the areas of health, education 
and welfare where working class women are in the 
leadership by virtue of their position in society. We 
must recognize their struggles as objectively advanced 
and align ourselves in outlook and activity with their 
organizations. However, we must also realize the 
spontaneous nature·of some of the struggles, the many 
levels of. consciousness that motivate them, and strug-
gle to improve our own undersanding of revolutionary 
history and theory so that we can help them and our-
selves develop a consistent proletarian socialist prac-
tice. We must always strive to bring women into ob-
jective alliance with one another, on the basis of their 
position in the society, as well as develop subjective 
allegiance with one another on the basis of our common 
oppression, exploitayon and self-interest. Without a 
class standpoint, it is impossible to build up a distinc-
tive women's movement.• 

When you create more service, you create a job ... 
That's what our taxes are for. It would be like the wel-
fare department saying suddenly, "We're not going to 
pay welfare any more, but we're going to keep on tak-
ing tax money for welfare. The public won't stand for 
that. And that's what the U.S. Postal Service is doing. 
They're saying, "We're going to take your tax money, 
but we're not going to give you service, and we're 
still going to charge you for your stamps." 

The national convention of the NALC determined 
last year that any contract negotiated must be submit-
ted to a vote of the entire membership. If 51% vote to 
strike, there will be a national strike. In addition, if 
any of the five unions votes to strike, all the other un-
ions have stated intent to support them in a unified 
effort. 

As federal government employees, postal workers 
are prohibited from striking. There are presently sev-
eral bills pending in Congress to give them the right to 
strike, but no action on them is expected before July 
20. The postal unions, however, feel the need for the 
option to strike--legally or not--if they find the provi-
sions of their negotiated contract unsatisfactory. 

We don't care what happens--it's just that simple .. 
You can't negotiate without the right to strike, so 
these people take advantage of this fact ... They take 
advantage of the fact that we can't get up and walk 
out of the room and say, "We'll see you in the streets." 
... These programs they've been instituting--they 
wouldn't have been able to do these things--no way; 
we'd have told them, "That's it; out we go ... We'll 
_talk, but this program's not going in until we talk." 
We can't say that now. 

The penalty for striking by a federal employee is 
$1,000 fine and a year and a day in prison. Mr. Hack-
ett described his feelings on the subject like this: 

People like myself who are full-time leaders, we may 
end up in jail; but those of us that I've communicated 
with--this is on a nationwide basis--we couldn't care 
less. I have my t9othbrush already packed'. I'm ready 
to go, because I know my people iust aren·t going to 
take it ... e 
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Welfare Organizers 
by Sally Avery 

C. P. Gilman NAM 
Durham, N. C. 

"You actually took a job from the welfare depart-
ment replacing a regular worker?" 

"I had to, just to get my welfare check," responded 
a New York NAMer to a Philly NAMer's question at a 
NAM workshop on welfare organizing held on May 5 
in New York. Participating in the workshop were 
twenty people from four cities, most of them workers 
in the social services who have been active in organiz-
ing around welfare issues. During the workshop people 
analyzed their different experiences and discovered 
areas of agreement. At the end of the meeting the 
group formed a NAM Task Force on the Social Servi: 
ces to continue the dialogue on organizing strategies 
with the goal of establishing a national program 
around the social services. 

In New York City the situation in the social servi-
ces is becoming more and more critical. One out of 
six people in the city are on welfare, and one out of 
eleven people work for the government bureaucracy 
that administers social services. A New York NAM 
welfare worker explained that even though the forced-
work laws undermine civil service unions, the union 
leadership has sold out the workers and recipients by , 
bargaining with the state: in return for the civil service 
union's cooperation in administering the forced-work 
laws the state pays the union benefits for welfare recip-
ients as iftheywere regular union members. So the 
recipients.become second-class union members because 
of their status as half-time low-wage workers. The 
state and union leadership cooperate in enforcing the 
laws. Civil service jobs are frozen, denying workers 
jobs and the unemployed b~come recipients forced to 
work for their welfare checks. Such is the situation in 
New York where state forced-work laws are setting the 
way for future national forced-work programs. 

Participants from Basta~, Philadelphia and Durham 
reported that although in their cities there are no 
state forced-work laws, bureaucracies are being set up 
to administer the federal forced-work law, the Tal-
madge Amendment,!Recipients are not yet feeling the 
effect of forced-work, but they are being driven from 
we"itare ro·lls by other repressive policies, cutbacks and 
the bad ir,age of being on welfare created by vicious 
fraud investigations. 

A socialist progr"am around the social services is 
critically needed. While all working class people are 
feeling the effects of inflation, frozen wages and unem-
ployment, those who must survive on welfare <1!e espec_-
ially suffering. The situation is made worse because 
recipients facing repressive welfare legislation have no 
unified national organization to fight for their rights. 
The National Welfare Rights 0-ganization (NWRO), 
which for seven years represented welfare recipients in 
struggling for increased services, has been greatly wea-
kened recently by external attacks and internal decay. 

NWRO WEAKENED 

Founded in 1966, NWRO grew quickly as thou-
sands of welfare recipients across the country organ-
ized themselves into local groups that confronted 
welfare departments. The national office provided in-
formation and strategy, urging people to learn what 
their rights were and to demand the_~~r.vices they . 
deserved. Recipients, often assisted by OEO, Vista and 
Legal Aid workers, spread information about the re-
quirements to receive welfare and urged all those 
qualified to get assistance. The conscious efforts to 
organize recipients in the context of riots and demon- • 
strations of the sixties resulted in g(eatly liberalized 
welfare rules. Recipients in general did not receive 
substantially more money, but they did get more ser-
vices (such as Medicaid), and easier ~li~ibility require-
ments swelled the rolls. 

Within a few years NWRO_became the largest poor 
peoples' organization in the United States. Its loose 
structure and minimal membership requirement ($1 
a year) allowed it to expand quickly, but also was an. 
ultimate weakness. As times changed and repression 
instead of liberalization became the norm, the expec-
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tations that people had of their national organization 
were not fulfilled. People felt they had I ittle if any 
influence on the national organization. As a result, 

• class alliances are the only possible way for people to 
win increased services. NWRO's inability to realize this 
has seriously weakened the orqanization. 

the national lost much of its enthusiastic support from 
local WROs. 

A more important weakness was NWRO's lack of 
class politics. NWRO operated as an interest group out\ 
to get a "piece of the pie" for welfare recipients. This 
lack of a class perspective eventually resulted in frus-
tration. Welfare departments gave a few concessions 
and learned how to handle attacks from militant recip-
ients. So, after awhile the NWRO strategy of confront-
ing the welfare department stopped yielding results 
and, as welfare recipients alone, WROs could not win 
substantial changes on a local level. If NWRO had 
strategies for 'building alliances with other progressive 
working people's groups to demand increased services 
from local institutions, both recipients and other work-
ing people would have benefitted. Such alliances were 
formed in some localities, but not by NWRO. 

• Some people in NWRO's national office did feel it 
was necessary to broaden their base, but th is concept 
was not shared by all and led to an internal power 
struggle. Ultimately, George Wiley, NWRO's founder 
and director, left the organization to form a new group, 
the Movement for Economic Justice (MEJ). MEJ is fo-
cusing on tax reform and attempting to organize low-
income taxpayers. (It will be interesting to see if this 
group has more of a class analysis.) Losing Wiley was 

NWRO did advocate building coalitions on a state 
lever to.fight for increased welfare benefits and against 
repressive welfare legislation. But the coalitions 
placed welfare rights at the center, backed up by 
"liberal support groups." The support groups tend to 
be liberal church and women's groups, operating out 

of a sense of guilt rather than from self-interest. On a 
national level also NWRO acts as an interest group, 
trying to win support from liberal politi.cians for pro-
grams that are usually only for welfare recipients and 
that would be paid for by increasing taxes. 

Poor black women, the majority of NWRO's mem-
bership, argue that a coalition that is not fighting 
specifically for welfare reforms but gives equal atten-
tion to broader reforms will be dominated and used 
by the other groups. The problem is that groups with 
narrow-constituencies and narrow programs cannot 
succeed for long. Alliances between different parts of 
the working class are difficult, and domination of one 
group by another must constantly be fought; but 

a blow from which NWRO has not recovered. Cou-
pled with an attack from the National Caucus of Labor 
Committees (NCLC), NWRO is now in bad shape. 
NCLC claims it has "rebuilt" NWRO into a "class for-
mation" of welfare recipients, unionists and socialists. 
Their new organization, the National Unemployed and 
Welfare Rights Organization (NU-WRO), is dominated 
by the Labor Committee and its only visible program 
is beating up members of the Communist Party. 

Welfare recipients, therefore, have no single organ-
ization to fight for their rights. Instead, there are 
presently three groups: a weakened NWRO continu-
ing to operate with interest-group politics, a NCLC-
dominated NU-WRO that claims to have class politics 
but to date has no program, and M EJ whose program 
does not speak to welfare issues. The New.American 
Movement held its workshop on welfare organizing 
in this context. Perhaps it is the first step towards a 
program that could begin to build a movement to 
unite social service workers, welfare recipients and 
other parts of the working class around demands for 
adequate social services for all. It will be a long and 
difficult process, but people at the workshop feel 
that it is important to start. 

If you are interested in working with the Social 
Services Task Force formed at the workshop, write: 
New American Movement, 926 Dacian Ave. No. 7, 
Durham, N. C. 27701. 

welfare mother in NWRO ofnce 

S.E Socialist Coalition 
A COALITION OF socialist groups is forming in 

San Francisco with the intention of running socialist 
candidates for the Board of Supervisors in November. 
The coalition grew out of activity against the Pacific 
Telephone rate increase request earlier this year. After 
three meetings, members of San Francisco NAM, the 
Union for Democratic Socialism, Peace and Freedom 
Party, Bay Area Radical Teachers Organizing Commit-
tee and an independent or two have tentatively agreed 
to conduct a campaign aimed at building a permanent 
socialist coalition in the city with the long-range inten-
tion of gaining control of the city government. 

The immediate purpose of the campaign is to unite 
as many of the socialist groups and special-interest 
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organizations as p·ossible around a socialist program 
for the city. Coalition members plan to concentrate 
on four or five issue areas--taxes, public health care, 
education, municipal transit and child care. We plan 
to involve groups or individuals already active in these 
areas in developing program and to use the campaign 
to strengthen the activity of these groups by giving 
widespread publicity to their demands and by unify-
ing the various programs within an overall proposal for 
the redistribution of the city's resources. Present 
plans are unclear about the number of candidates, but 
the coalition may run candidates for all five seats open 
this Fall. People interested in working with the coali-
tion may contact NAM at 388 Sanchez Street, San 
Francisco 94114. 
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Agenda for New American 'Movement Second Annual 
Convention, DeKalb, Illinois, July 5th through 
July 8th, 1973. 

TENTATIVE NAM CONVENTION AGENDA 

The following-agenda was prepared at NAM's 
National Interim Committee (NIC) meeting on 
May 12th. There are two items on the agenda that 
have not been discussed in most chapters--mergers 
and structural changes. The reason for putting them 
on the agenda are explained below, along with possi-
ble proposals. These proposals do not reflect a con-
sensus on the NIC. They.are presented for consider-
ation by the members, but not as formal NIC pro-
posals. 

THURSDAY 

12:00 -- 1 :00 

1 :00 - 3:00 

3:00 - 5:00 

5:00 - 7:30 

7:30 -

Adopt Agenda 

Panel on NAM's Past and Future 

Small Group Discussions 

Dinner and Caucuses 

Program Workshop 

FRIDAY 

9:00 - 10:30 Panel on Building an Interracial 
Movement 

10:30 - 12:30 Small Group Discussions 

12:30 - 2:00 Lunch 

2:00 -- 3:00 

3:00 - 6:00 

6:00 - 7:30 

7:30 -

Socialist Feminism Plenary 

Women's and Men's Caucuses 

Dinner 

Plenary on Mergers and Structure* 

*NOTE: A proposal on structure will have to be 
adopted at th is plenary so that the new N IC can be 
chosen consistent with the structure. 

SATURDAY 

9:30 - 10:30 Panel on Electoral Politics 

10:30 - 12:30 Small Group Discussions 

12:30 - 2:00 Lunch 

2:00 - 4:00 

4:00 -- 6:30 

6:30 --

SUNDAY 

9:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 3:00 

Program Workshops 

NIC Nominations 

Dinner and Dance 

NIC Elections 

Plenary for Adopting Resolutions 

Convention Information 
Mergers 

NAM'S PERSPECTIVE AS an organization is to 
be part of the process that wi II lead to creating a 
majority movement for socialism in the United 
States, and eventually to taking power from the cor-
porate ruling class. It has always been unclear what 
NAM's long-term fate will be--whether it will be the 
basis of such a movement and form itself into a 
party when appropriate, or whether it will be one 

THE N IC AS NOW constituted consists of 13 
people from all over the ·country. It meets about 
once every six weeks. It is the only elected political 
leadership in NAM between Convention and National 
Counci I meetings, and it is responsible for most of 
the political and administrative decisions. 

The National Office consists of two paid people 
and has day-to-day responsibility for carrying out 
NIC mandates. In fact, it has been the only continu-
·ally functioning body on a national scale and has 
often been forced to respond to immediate political 
events. But the NO has no authority and no formal 
responsibility to the membership and has taken lots 
of flak for the initiatives it has taken (or been forced 
to take by events). 

Because the NIC meets so infr~quently and for so 
short a period of time, and because it must handle 
all of the administrative problems of the national 
organization, it has been virtually impossible for it to 
spend time in political discussions or to discuss the • 
more general and long-range problems of NAM. 

of many organizations that will come together to 
form a mass party. In any case, most of the NIC 

• members think that we should always be seeking 
ways to enlarge the organized movement of which 
we are part. That means that where possible we 
should seek out alliances with other organizations or 
even mergers with them if our politics are similar. 
The terms of such mergers would depend. on many 
things--relative size, desires of the ~ffected organi-
zatons, etc.--and cannot be decided unilaterally or in 
advance. The basis of such mergers, however, must 
be· substantial political agreement and a common 
long-range perspective. 

In the last several months the question ot merging 
with other organizations has been ·raised by Harry 

There simply has been no time at the meetings and 
the NIC members themselves have been part of no 
continuous collective political process. The result has 
been a political vacuum at the center of NAM and a 
minimum of political presence for the organization 
on a national scale. This, in turn, has affected the 
chapters negatively since they have been unable to 

Structure 
have any sense of being part of a nationwide political 
movement. There has been no movement, except on 
the chapter level. 

ONE PROPOSALTO help solve this problem is 
to change the size of the N IC and to elect a full-
time political/administrative committee to be located 
with the national office (probably in Minneapolis). 
This proposal was discussed at the May 12th NIC 
meeting but there was no general agreement on it. 
It is: 1) To elect three people to function as a full-
time paid collective political/administrative body 

Building an inter~racial Moven:ie.nt· 
by Sally Avery 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS panel is to stimulate the 
development of strategies to (I) build a multi-racial soc-
ialist movement and (2) to support liberation movements 
in third world countries. One approach to the first part 
of the panel might be to discuss the relationship between 
black and white radicals in this country over the past 
decade. It's been an often painful history: the idealism 
of "black and white together" of the civil rights move-
ment soon deteriorated as blacks, and eventually white 
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women;Chicanos, Puerto Ricans and Native Americans 
felt the need to develop their own autonomous organiza-
tions. We are now experiencing ·the development of a 
socialist movement"(of which NAM is a part) whose 
goal is to bring together these radicalized groups. But 
to make this a reality we must explore the feelings in-
volved in the events of recant movement history, the 
pain, the guilt, the discovery of identity, the potential 
for developing healthier "liberated" relationships in 
our growing movement. 

The success of such a discussion requires a dialogui: 
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Boyte, and in discussions in the NIC several possible 
organizations have been mentioned (among them 
Union for Democratic Socialism and People's Party). 
No proposal has been made to merge with a specific 
organization. The proposal is to begin talking about 
the principle of merger and, if possible, to agree on 
a general political basis for beginning to conduct 
merger talks. The NIC thinks that this must be dis-
cussed at this convention, so that the new NIC will 
know how to proceed, on what basis to conduct 
talks with other groups, if any. If this happens and 
talks take place over the next year, then a specific 
proposal would have to be submitted to the con-
vention in 1974. 

responsible for developing NAM activities and re-
sponding to day-to-day events. This group might 
include one of the two paid NO people, and one 
or two of them might be used as program facilitators 
(travelers). 2) The NIC would.be composed of 13 
Three would be the full-time resident collective. Ten 
others would come from local chapters. The three 
would be responsible for its activities to the NIC as 
a whole, which would meet at least every two 
months to review the work of the resident collective 
and discuss political proposals made by it. This 
would permit the NIC to function better as a 
political leadership and vastly raise the level ofNIC 
discussions. 

NOTE: None of us is wedded to this proposal, 
although many of us think it moves the right way. 
If your chapter does not think so, please try to come 
up with alternative proposals. A proposal will be 
adopted at the Friday evening plenary· before N IC 
nominations. 

that starts before the convention. It would be helpfu·I 
if people started thinking and writing about their 
experiences during the civil rights movement, student 
movement, demonstrations, riots, the "war on poverty;' 
the anti-war movement and in the black, Chicano, 
Puerto Rican, Native American, women's and gay 
movements. NAM chapters should write about their 
attempts to develop alliances with different oppressed 
national groups. 

From the study of our past experiences we can move 
into strategies for building a multi-racial movement. We 
can discuss different models for the development of 
f\lAM as a multi-racial organization and/or the building .. 

New American Movement 
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The labor Zionists were motivated by a socialist, 
utopian vision combined with a strong sense of Jewish 
nationalism. They hoped to revit<!lize the Jewish people 
in the ancient homeland. The tremendous spiritual value 
of manual labor was stressed. The labor Zionists founded 
the first kibbutzim and felt themselves to be socialist 
pioneers. 

Despite the often sincere and lofty ideals of the 
labor Zionists, there was and is a serious contradiction in 
their philosophy. Socialism and Zionism are two con-
cepts that cannot be synthesized. Socialism, very simply, 
means equal distribution of resources and equal rights for 
all. Zionism is a movement based on a privileged Jewish 
position. The two are incompatible. 

This contradiction has at times been expressed. 
David Hacohen, for many years a leader of the Mapai 
Party (Israel's ruling party), stated in a speech in Novem-
ber 1969: I remember being one of the first of our com-
rades to go to London after the First World War ... 
There I became a socialist .. .When I joined the socialist 
students--English, Irish, Jewish, Chinese, Indian, African--
we found that we were all under English domination or 
rule. And even here, in these intimate surroundings, I had 

Continued from page ·14 

_of alliances of autonomous organizations that share our 
class analysis. 

The second part of the panel will focus on libera-
tion movements in third world countries. The discus-
sion could center on the necessity to see ourselves as 
part of a world-wide socialist movement, a movement 
whose success in other countries is related to and cru-
cial to our success here. We need to take courage from 
ttie efforts of Socia.list countries to eradicate institu-
"tional ized racism, and to learn from the struggles of 
liberation forces to build multi-racial movements. 

Again a dialogue starting now is necessary for the 
;,uccess of the panel. People from third world coun-
tries and from the U.S. involved in supporting libera-
tion struggles could write about their experiences, 
ideas and strategies. The panel, of course, cannot go 
into the specifics of the many different movements. 
Workshops can be set up, however, to continue the 
discussion begun in the panel. Some workshops could 
be on different countries and others go into specifics 
of building a multi-racial movement iifthis country. 

ff you have other ideas about the focus of the panel, 
or if you want to be part of the suggested dialogue, _ 
write: Sally Avery, 926 Dacian Ave. No. 7, Durham, 
N. C. 27701. 

to fight my friends on the issue of Jewish socialism, to 
. defend the fact that I would not accept Arabs in my 
trade union, the Histadrut; to defend preaching to house-
wives that they not buy at Arab stores; to defend the 
fact that we stood guard at orchards to prevent Arab 
workers from getting jobs there ... To pour kerosene on 
Arab tomatoes; to attack Jewish housewives in the 
markets and smash the Arab eggs they had bought; to 
praise to the skies the Kereen Kayemet (Jewish Fund) 
that sent Hankin to Beirut to buy land from absentee 
effendi (landlords) and to throw the fellahin (peasants 
off the land; to buy dozens of dunams (one dunam= 
.23 acre) from an Arab is permitted, but to self, God 
forbid, one Jewish dunam to an Arab is prohibited; 
to take Rothschild the incarnation of capitalism, as 
a socialist and to name him the 'benefactor.' To do 
all that was not easy. And despite the factthatwe did 
it--maybe we had no choice--( wasn't happy about it." 

Zionist policy in Palestine in the 1920's and 1930's, 
which was controlled by the labor wing of Zionism, put 
forth three central slogans or aims. The first of these was 
Kibush Hakarka (Conquest of the Land), which means 
that the soil of Palestine was to be made the property of • 
the Jewish people. Only Jews were to own and work the 
land. The second was Kibush Ha'avodah (Conquest of 
Labor). This meant, in practice, that Jewish employers 
were strongly encouraged to hire only Jewish labor. 
The Jewish community virtually boycotted Arab labor. 
The third aim was T'ozteret Ha'aretz (Produce of the· 
Land). This meant the maintenance of•a strict boycott 
of Arab-produced goods. Jews were to buy only from 

_Jewish-run farms and stores. 

It is clearly impossible to present here a really 
thorough discussion of the. history and aims of the 
Zionist movement. (Interested readers should see the 
following: The Other Israel: The Radical Case Against 
Zionism, edited by Arieh Bober, Doubleday Books; 
Israel and the Arab World, Ahmad el Kodsy and Eli 
Lobel, Monthly Review Press; Israel and the Arabs, 
Maxime Rodinson, Pelican Books.) What has been pre-
sented here is only a brief glimpse at some of the forces 
that shaped Zionism. However, Herzl's political approach 
and theoretical underpinnings, combined with the tac-
tics and strategies-of the labor Zionists, were the compel-
ling forces behind the Zionist movement. • 

The American left must begin seriously to study 
the history of Zionism and the State of Israel. If the 
American empire, as a result of losing in Vietnam, is 
going to direct its attention to other parts of the globe, 
then the Middle East must become an important focus 
for radicals. The strategic importance of oil in the region 
has already been stated. American government money and 
military hardware combined with private donations (which 
enjoy a tax-exempt status) prop up the State of Israel. 
Israel is totally dependent on a huge inflow of foreign 
capital to maintain its position in the region. In addition 
to these factors, the Arab masses in the region are becom-
ing more rebellious. The resistance of the Palestinians is 
well known, but the Arabs living under feudal or bour-
geois nationalist regimes may soon begin to take direct 
action. 

Finally, if we are trying to develop international-
ism and brotherhood among peoples, then Zionism must 
be openly and critically scrutinized. Zionism, a theory 
and practice based on Jewish exclusivism, must be rejec-
ted. The American left, while commiting itself unequi-
vocally to fighting anti-semitism and all other forms of 
racism, must totally reject the notion that anti-semitism 
equals anti-Zionism. An ominous development on the 
current political scene is the collapse of Judaism into 
Zionism. Judaism and Zionism have never been and are 
not today synonymous. The horrors of Bergen-Belsen 
and Auschwitz must not direct us to support a policy 
that is inherently unjust. It is time for us in America 
honestly to confront our long-held beliefs concerning 
Zionism and the State of lsrael.e . 
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THERE ARE FOUR REASONS why The Harder 
They Come is a great movie to se.e. The first two rea-
sons have to do with how much fun it is. For one 
thing, it has really good music and, for a second thing, 
it has .::11 exciting story .. 

The other two reasons have to do with how much 
you learn while you're enjoying yourself. The film was 
made in Jamaica, and you learn a lot about life there 
(in fact, this is the first feature film ever made by Ja-
maicans). Most of the people who act i.n the film are 
not professionals--they are from the streets of Kingston, 
Jamaica, and they play themselves. You hear _their mu-
sic--called r.eggae. You see the conditions of their lives. 
And the other thing you learn, the fourth reason why 
I loved this film, is about politics and economics and 
the way Jamaican society is structured. 

There is a little scene in The Harder They Come 
that tells you what it is all about. Ivanhoe Martin re-
turns to the preacher's house to get his bicycle. Ivan-
hoe built almost the whole bicycle. It was a complete 
wreck when he started, but he worked hard for a long 
time, fixing it and decorating it, until it was a fast, 
beautiful bike. Now, the preacher has left word that 
he will keep the bike as his own, that Ivanhoe is to be 
sent away without it, that it is the preacher's property. 
True, the wreck from which Ivanhoe built a bike be-
longectto the preacher. But it wasn't worth a thing un-
til Ivanhoe put a lot of his work into it. It was his crea-
tivity, and his sweat, that made it valuable. But the 
preacher "owns" it, because he owned the original sup-
plies, and because he owned the tools that Ivanhoe 
used. The preacher did not work at all. And, in its 
small way, that scene is the same as what happens to 
all of us. We work, but someone else makes most of 
the prc,rit off of our work; and that someone else can 
do because at some point in history their ancestors got 
hold of most of the property. In its smally way, that 
scene shows just how capitalism works. 

In Jamaica the economy is controlled by capital-
ists who are from a richer country, the United States. 
Of course, this is typical for third world peoples. In 
The Harder They Come, the main economic resource 
is marijuana. But that's just an example. It could have 
been oil, or fruit, or copper or sugar. 

Ivanhoe Martin discovered these things in stages. 
First, he saw how capitalism workeg locally, when he 
tried to make a living by writing and singing music. 
He found that one record producer had a monopoly 
on all record distribution and that he couldn't get his 
song sold unless he let that man, H ii ton, do it for him. 
As a result, he could only get as much money for his 
wmk. a§ Hilten Wa!S willing to pay him; and that was 
$20.00 for a song that was going to be a smash hit. 
When Ivanhoe first begins to find that out, he is drip-
ping with perspiration from the effort of performing 
his song, while Hilton, who hasn't done a thing, stands 
by coolly and dictates the conditions. 

After Ivanhoe finds out how monopolies work, he 
is forced into another way to make a living. That is 
when we see him become a marijuana worker. When 
he reads in the newspaper about the crash of a plane. 
headed for the U.S. with a load of marijuana, and the 
newspaper article mentions the amount of money the 
stuff would have sold for in the U.S., he learns his 
second lesson about capitalism. He adds it all up--the 
small amount of money he and his fellow Jamaicans 
get for their marijuana and the large amount it sells 
for--and he knows that someone in the United States 
is making a lot of money. He is discovering what hap-
pens when capitalists go to another country and prac-
tice imperialism. And he sees how small and powerless 
the iocal capitalists are compar.ed to the ones who con-
trol Jamaican business from the U.S. The Americans 
control the big money to be made from Jamaica, so 
that the Jamaican bourgeoisie, the black capitalists, 
are mainly left with corruption as a way to strike it 
ricti: They get payoffs for looking the other way when 
the marijuana.goes by.That's why we read so much 
about corruption among the elites of poor countries--
it's one "business" that isn't controlled by a multi-
national corporation. 

Ivanhoe sees all this. And he doesn't like it. He's 
goin.g to rebel, we just know he's going to rebel. We 
know it because we-can ·see he's got that kind ·of spirit. 
And, just in case, the filmmaker gives us a couple of 
other hints. Once, when there is a scene of Ivanhoe 
waking up after a night of sleeping in the streets, we 
see that the wall that he's been sleeping against is pain-
ted black, green and red--the colors of black liberation. 
And, when Ivanhoe is cutting his record, he is wearing 
a tee shirt with a yellow star in the middle that looks 
a lot like the flag of the National Liberation Front in 

• Vietnam. The shirt isn't exactly like that flag, but it's 
close enough that you might think of it, and when you 
do yo1,; get the feeling that Ivanhoe is close to fighting 
against the invaders in his country just as the Viet Cong 
did in theirs. 
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And Ivanhoe Martin does rebel. But he does it the 
wrong way! And that's one of the most i_nteresting 
parts of the whole movie. Ivanhoe makes two mistakes 
when he rebels. The first is that he rebels by himself. 
He doesn't organize any of the other people who are 
cheated by the same system. If he had, maybe he 
would have succeeded. He had a wonderful chance 
to do it. The marijuana dealers with whom he worl<ed 
were willing to accept his leadership; they even hoped 
for it. For a long time, they refused to continue with 
their work in expectation of being led by Ivanhoe, and 
they helped to hide him when he needed it. True, they 
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just wanted to continue the old system, with a mere 
replacement of their old leader by Ivanhoe. But if Ivan-
hoe had shared his insights with them, had taken ad-
vantage of their willingness to listen to him, he might 
have turned them to changing things. 

Ivanhoe's second mistake is that he did not attack 
the whole system that oppressed him. He only attacked 
individuals within it. And the ones he attacked were . 
lower-level people,' because they are the only ones he 
knew. He didn't kr.iow the people at the top, who were 
so far away. 

Why did Ivanhoe make these mistakes? Why did he 
wage an individual fight? Why did he use the method 
of assassination? Why was he bent on revenge? The 
reason is that he had come to accept a myth taught to 
him bv American culture, the myth of the cowboy. He 
not only accepted that myth, but he admired it. He 
wanted to be it. He went to the movies and he saw one. 
of those cheap westerns, the kind·with Clint Eastwood: 
or somebody, and he got the idea that it was romantic 
for one man to try to murder a whole herd of bad 
guys. He not only identified with the romance of it--
he even got it into his head that it was possible! He 
didn't want to organize his compatriots to fight a sys-
tem. He wanted to do it all by himself. 

When he turned into a rebel, he immediately started 
to live the western myth in obvious ways. That was the 
way he fought. He even had photographs taken of him 
in cowboy clothes, posed with a gun in each hand, and 
sent them to a newspaper so as to make sure everyone 
understood his image. But that myth had been implan-
ted in his psychology long before then. When his rebel-
lion started, he lived the cowboy legend, but even be-
fore that he had fantasized it. Early in the movie, the 
preacher was searching the car hulk that Ivanhoe used, 
looking through Ivanhoe's few possessions, and found 
among them a toy gun. To look like a cowboy, you 
need only two things: a gun and a horse. I van hoe had 
that gun, and he had a "horse." His bicycle. There was 
one graceful scene, photographed beautifully, of Ivan-
hoe out on his bike in the evening. At one point, he 
stops to look in a store window, but he does not mere-
ly halt the bike. He slows down and, in one motion, he 
lifts the front wheel of the bike until the bike is verti-
cal, the rear wheel still on the ground and I van hoe 
still nearly on the seat. It is a perfect pirouette--the 

. horse lifting its front legs high into the air and hesitat-
ing, while the Long Ranger gets a good look around 
and a thrill of height and control at the same time. 

There is no doubt about it, Ivanhoe is under the 
spell that has been woven into his head. In the end, 
it kills him; and it kills the revolution he might have 
started, too. He calculated how the ruling class con-
trols our pocketbooks, but he never found out that 
they often control our minds, too. He saw right through 
economic imperialism, but he never understood cultur-
al imperialism. There are different ways of having that 
kind of ideological and psychological control over us. 
Early in the movie, in an exciting and powerful scene, 
we saw how religion is the method used on many peo-
ple. I watched that scene closely and I saw the bu ii d-
ing rhythm that robbed the people of all their energy, 
of all their frustrations, pulling it out of them and 
then leaving it there, in the church building, where it 
couldn't be turned into a political force. At the .begin-
ning of that scene, it looked silly to me. No one could 
be fooled by that. But as the scene went on, and the 
intensity increased, I found myself moving, being temp-
ted into the release, being set up to forget my worldly 
·troubles. It works. It works on lots of people. It's easy 
to get into it, just as it was easy for I van hoe to believe 
that being a cowboy would show them. After all, he 
wasn't the only one tempted by that image; the whole 
populace loved it, and they loved Ivanhoe for being it. 
They cheered at his escapes from the pol ice and laughed 
when he taunted the police. They even wanted his au-
tograph; and they loved him all the more because he 

• was doing it all single-handed. They had bought the 
propaganda, too, and Ivanhoe lived it, battling alone 
and being admired for his courage, just .like the lonely 
knight, Ivanhoe, of English folklore. 

Ivanhoe's failure to see the cultural side of the con-
trol of his people is probably the real reason that he 
missed the boat that would have taken him to Cuba. 
Ivanhoe's intellect had worked hard and he had found 
out a great deal, just as he swam hard to reach the 
boat. But, in both cases, he did not go far enough. In 
Cuba, they have not thrown· out the American busi -
nessmen merely to replace them with a few native 
businessmen.- Instead, they are trying to create a whole 
new society. Ivanhoe was not ready for that. He was 
content to still accept the old values. He even lo.oked 
at the opportunity to go to Cuba as if it would be a 
way to extend his cowboy image; he responded spon-
taneously to the romance of being a "revolutionary'.' 
Ivanhoe was a rebel, but he was not yet a revolution-
ary; he was not ready for the hard work of creating a 
new Cuba, or a new Jamaica. 
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